


Two Nations That
Changed the World

“Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, and are counted as the small dust
on the scales; look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing . . . To whom then
will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him?" (Isaiah 40:15, 18).

t's an amazing story—

the unprecedented rise of the English-
spesking peoplesto their dominant
positions of power and influence over
the modern world.

History showsthat their riseto great-
ness began in theturmoail of the Protestant
Reformation. Having broken from Rome
and faced with the combined
hodtility of both the continental |
church and imperid Spain,
then the most powerful nation
intheworld, England began
to look beyond the seasfor her
security and trade.

Explorerswere sent
throughout the world during
thereign of Queen Elizabeth |
(1558-1603). Thisled tothe
establishment of colonies
that later developed into the
United States of Americaand
the nations of the British
Commonwealth.

Higtorianshave cdled
these countries*“revolutionary
empires” They werenot
despotic tyrannies aswere
other countriesor earlier
empiresinwhich everyone

the United States? Why have they been
blessed so favorably over the nationsthat
preceded themin history? Theanswer lies
in the understanding and fulfillment of
biblical prophecy.

Surprising asit may sound, both were
destined according to Bible prophecy to
become superpowers. Onewasto precede

(1815-1914), British capitd and expertise
devel oped the economies of her colonies
(onequarter of theworld's peoples) and
contributed to the devel opment of the
fledgling United States and the newly
independent nations of South America
After World Wear 11 America'seconomic
prosperity and generosity—through the
Marshal Plan—got Europe
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London’s famous Big Ben and New York’s Statue of Liberty are

apt symbols of the power of Britain and the United States and
their great contributions to civilization.

and Japan moving again.

Today the decline of Britain
and Americaisleaving a
vacuum around the globe.
Already the dissolution of the
British Empire has brought
to the surface ethnic conflicts
long held in check under colo-
niaism. Warsinthe Middle
Eadt, Africa, South Asiaand
the Pacific are the direct result
of decolonization and have
made the world more complex
and unstable.

American power may seem
to be successfully deding
with these problems. But
theinternational standing of
the United Stetesitsdf isin
decline. Long in the vanguard
of progress, Britain and the

was subject to domineering autocras.

Each colony had its own parliament
or house of assembly to which voters
sent elected representatives. People
could own land, practicetheir religion
and even take their government to court,
while newspapers were freeto criticize
the authorities. Books were freely pub-
lished. Innovative ideas flourished in
what became the most politicaly stable
nationsin modern history.

Thesenew idessled to the gradud for-
mation of agrest company of nations, the
British Empire and Commonwedlth, and
theworld’s most successful republic, the
United States of America

Why hashistory been so benevolent
and economically generousto Britain and

the other to world-power status. Both
would dominateinternationd affairsin
their own time. They would even becdled
upon to save other nations from theforces
of despotism. Aboveadl, they would make
possible democratic and religiousfree-
domsfor the English-spesking nations.

In two world warsthe British Com-
monwedl th and the United States saved
virtualy the entire civilized world from
powersintent on world dominetion.
Without them our world would be entirely
different in many ways.

The climate that encouraged freedom
of expresson led to the Industrid Revolu-
tion, which changed the world. In the cen-
tury between the end of the Napoleonic
Wars and the beginning of World Wear |
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United States areincreasingly faced with
complex and seemingly insoluble dilem-
masat home and abroad. Meanwhile,
other powers, in the East and West, flex
their muscles, preparing to challenge
Americd s superpower gatus.

For more than 400 years England and
the nations spawned by her have played a
crucia roleintheworld. Together, Britain
and the United States have dominated
theworld scenefor two centuriesduring
atimewhen crucid biblica prophecies
concerning thetime of theend are being
fulfilled before our eyes.

Now we cometo somevita questions.
Why are economic blessngs—and demo-
cratic ideals—so evident in the English-
gpeaking nations?Who are the British and
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American peoples? How do thesetwo
greet powers—the United Statesand the
nations comprising mogt of theformer
British Empire—fit into Bible prophecy?
Arethe British and American peoples
ignored in the pages of your Biblewhile
less-powerful nations are mentioned
specificdly and often?Isit logicd to
believethat God, in reveding the events
that would leed to the return of the Messish

inthelast days, would Smply overlook the
United States and British Empire?

Or isit possiblethat most people,
including many studentsof the Bible, have
smply failed to understand the prophecies
that accurately predicted theriseto greet-
ness of these nationsand what will happen
tothemintheend time?

Reading through the pages of this
publication will take you on anincredible

journey through ancient and modern
history. You will meet peoplesyou may
never have heard of and visit landsyou
have not seen. Thisknowledgeisavitd
key to understanding our world and age.

Thisjourney will aso remind you that
the great God, to whom “the nationsare as
adropinabucket” and “asthe small dust
onthescdes’ (Isaiah 40:15), isalways
faithful to His promises.

Chapter One:

God’'s Commitment to
Abraham and His Descendants

“... In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

0 understand some of the Bible's
Tmost amazing and inspiring

prophecies, we must embark on
astudy that begins 4,000 years ago—
when God began working with aman
called Abraham. Abraham lived in
Mesopotamia, the cradle of civilization,
inthecity of Ur, one of the most ancient
cities whose remains archaeol ogists
have discovered.

Abraham was aremarkablefigure.
God made astounding promisesto him
that continue to affect not only his
descendants but the wholeworld. The
story of hisoffspring isremarkabletoo.
It covers much of what we know asthe
Old Testament. Thisisastory filled
with great themes—theriseand fall not
only of great men and women but of
kingdoms and empires.

The story of Abraham’s descendants
hasits share of twistsand turnsand ups
and downsand morethan afew myseries.

The books of the Old Testament
describe Abraham’s offspring growing
into amighty nation—the Isradlite
kingdom—and entering into aspecia
covenant relationship with God. Com-
prised of 12 tribes, or family groups, the
nation gained prominencefor atime.

Yet before long the I sradlites divided
into two competing kingdoms. When
the larger of thetwo, which retained the
name lsradl (comprised of 10 of the 12
tribes), rgjected its partnership with God,

it set in motion one of history’s greatest
mysterieswhen its people wereforcibly
exiled from their ancient homeland.

Theamaller, southern kingdom of
Judah—comprised of thetwo remaining
tribes and remnants of another—failed to
learn the lesson of its northern kinsmen.
Itscitizens likewise rgjected God and
were taken into captivity. For the most
part, however, they retained their identity
and have remained visible through his-
tory asasmall and often persecuted race,
the Jewish people.

But what happened to the 10 tribes of
Israel whose enemiesforcibly removed
them from their [and? The Assyrian
Empire captured and exiled them from
their Middle Eastern homeland in the
eighth century B.C. But standard history
books make no mention of them today.
Theworld remembersthem only asthe
lost 10tribesof Isradl.

God, however, had entered into a
covenant—a divine commitment—with
all 12 of thetribes. He had promised
they would always be His people and
He would always be their God. Can we
count on Him to keep Hisword? How is
that possibleif thelost 10 tribes died out,
asmany assume?

To add to the puzzle, Bible prophecy
repeatedly tells usthat these supposedly
lost Israelites are destined to reappear
on theworld scenein aprominent role
immediately after Jesus’ return—after

their rescue from a“time of trouble”’

that could dwarf their previous suffering.
The prophets of old even speek of their
restoration after that time of troubleto
their original homeland under therule
of theMessiah.

Noticethis promise Jesusmadeto His
apodles “I tell you thetruth, a therenewd
of dl things, when the Son of Man sits
on hisgloriousthrone, you who havefol-
lowed mewill dso St on twelvethrones,
judging thetwelvetribesof Israd” (Mat-
thew 19:28, New Internationd Version,
emphasis added throughout).

Did Jesus mean what He said? If
these descendants of Israel are destined
to play afuture role that God has proph-
esied for the world, where are they now?
How can we identify them among the
peoples of the world today? And why
isthis knowledge so important to us?

Aswe proceed with this eye-opening
study, you will learn just how much
God isinvolved in shaping crucia
aspects of our world. You cannot afford to
beignorant of thisincredible knowledge.

If thisinformation about the lost tribes
weresmply of historical and archaeolog-
ica value, then it might indeed be of
interest only to those who are fascinated
with history. But it isfar moreimportant
thanthat.

Itisamaster key for understanding
al biblical prophecy. It explainswhy
S0 many prophecies speak of acoming
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restoration of all of thetribes of Isradl
as onereunited kingdom and why those
prophecies are so prominent in the pages
of the Holy Scriptures.

By understanding thisincredible
story, you can learn alot about what
God expectsof dl who would serve Him.
May God grant you the spiritud insight
to understand this amazing story and heed
the lessonsyou are about to discover.

A story of relationships
and agreements

Our story beginswith a series of
remarkable promises God gave to aman
named Abram thousands of years ago.

“Leave your country, your peopleand
your father's household and go to the
land | will show you,” God told Abram.
“I will make you into a great nation and
I will blessyou; | will make your name
great, and you will beablessing. | will
bless those who bless you, and whoever
cursesyou | will curse; and all peoples
on earth will be blessed through you”
(Genesis12:1-3, NIV).

Aswewill learnin thisbook, Godis
awaysfaithful in His promises. Prepara-
tion for Hisrelationship with ancient
Israel began centuries beforeits people
becameanation. Heinitiated Hisplans
for Israel asagroup of tribes—or
extended families—when He established

arelaionship with Abram. Later He

changed the name of Abram, meaning
“exalted father,” to Abraham, meaning
“father of amultitude” (Genesis17:5).

Notice again God's promiseto him:

“I will makeyou a great nation; | will
blessyou and make your name grest; and
you shdl beablessing. | will blessthose
who blessyou, and | will curse himwho
cursesyou; and inyou all thefamilies of
theearth shall be blessed” (Genesis12:3).

What afantastic commitment! With
these promises God set in motion an awe-
some design destined to benefit “al the
familiesof the earth” when they areful-
filled. The history and prophecies of this
nation, springing from Abraham, are
important not only for its own people
but for the people of al nations.

God later passed these promises on
to Abraham’s son Isaac, hisgrandson
Jacob and then to Jacob’s 12 sons—from
whom camethe 12 tribes of Isragl. God
provided succeeding generations more
details about His purposefor Isradl and
how Heintended to fulfill Hisgrand
design for them.

Thiscommitment by mankind's
Crestor isthethread that linksthe various
partsof the Scripturestogether. It enhances
the meaning and gives structure to the
Bible. Eventhemission of Chrigtis
acontinuation of thispromise,

Almost 800 years after Israd dis-
appeared asanation, the gpostle Paul
described gentiles (non-lsraglites) who
are“without Chrigt” as“diensfromthe
commonwedlth of Isragl and strangers
fromthe covenants of promise, having
no hope and without God in the world”
(Ephesians 2:12).

That's strong language, but it under-
scores theimportance of God's com-
mitment to Abraham and that Paul
recognized that |sragl, including the lost
10 tribes, continued to exigt. If Paul had
been talking only about the Jews, the
tribes comprising the southern kingdom,
he would have spoken of Judah, not | srael
(see“AreAll lgradlites Jews?” page 25).

Paul then clarifiesHismeaning. “In
former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, asit has now
been reveded to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gen-
tiles have becomefellow heirs, members
of the same body, and sharersinthe
promisein Christ Jesusthrough the
gospel” (Ephesians 3:5-6, New Revised
Standard Version).

How can dl peoplesshareinthe
promises God made to Abraham through
Jesus? Paul explains, “And if you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham's seed,
and heirs according to the promisg’
(Galatians 3:29).

What Is a Biblical Covenant?

n the Old Testament the word covenant comes from the

Hebrew berit. It means “'covenant; league; confederacy.’ This
word is most probably derived from an Akkadian root mean-
ing ‘to fetter’; it has parallels in Hittite, Egyptian, Assyrian, and
Aramaic. Berit is used over 280 times and in all parts of the Old
Testament” (W.E. Vine, Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary
of Old and New Testament Words, 1985, “Covenant").

God's covenants contain two especially important compo-
nents: terms and duration. Although humans may reach
covenants or other agreements through their own devices,
God's covenants with people are usually unilateral. He alone
determines the terms and conditions; humans choose whether
to accept them.

For example, after God clearly defined aspects of the
covenant He was making with the nation of Israel, including
the blessings for honoring it and the consequences for ignor-
ing it (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28-30), both parties—God
and the people of Israel—accepted it. Through this process
God and Israel entered into a covenant relationship, a binding
commitment to honor and fulfill their respective roles.

A second important concept for us to understand about
God's covenant with Israel is its continuing relevance to our day.
In reaffirming the covenant with the generation of Israelites
who were poised to enter the Promised Land, Moses explained

that they were doing this “that [God] may establish you today
as a people for Himself, and that He may be God to you, just as
He has spoken to you, and just as He has sworn to your fathers,
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. | make this covenant and this
oath, not with you alone, but with him who stands here with
us today before the Lorb our God, as well as with him who
is not here with us today” (Deuteronomy 29:13-15). The
covenant clearly applied to Israel’s descendants as well.

Understanding the continuing nature of the covenant,
King David, on the arrival of the Ark of the Covenant in
Jerusalem, wrote: “Oh, give thanks to the Loro! Call upon His
name; make known His deeds among the peoples! Sing to
Him, sing psalms to Him; talk of all His wondrous works! . . .
He is the Lorp our God; His judgments are in all the earth.
Remember His covenant always, the word which He com-
manded, for a thousand generations, the covenant which He
made with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac, and confirmed it
to Jacob for a statute, to Israel for an everlasting covenant”
(1 Chronicles 16:8-9, 14-17).

Covenants are simply binding agreements between two
or more parties. God Himself designed the covenant He
made with Abraham and his descendants. WWhen God makes
a covenant, He will always perform what He has bound
Himself to do.

The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy




Thismeansthat God must graft all
who become His servantsinto the family
of Abraham, and God has bound Himself
by aseries of covenantsto accomplish
this (Romans 11:13-27). (See“Whét Is
aBiblical Covenant?” page4).

God's promise to Abraham was not
limited to asmall and ancient peoplein
the Middle Eagt. It extendsfar into the
future, and it is not limited by national
boundaries. From the beginning, God
designed this promise to bring blessings
toall nations. That isHis purpose.

todl people, for the earth isfilled with
violence because of them. | am surely
going to destroy both them and the
earth’” (Genesis6:12-13, NIV). God
spared only Noah and hiswife and their
three sonsand their sons’ wives.

Then, shortly after the Flood, when

humanity again began to oppose the ways

of God, the Tower of Babel becamethe
symbol of their rebellion (Genesis 11:1-
9). Inthe context of thisrebellion, and
thefounding of the city-state system

God called Abraham to leave his ancestral home in Ur for a new life in a new land.

That iswhat He will accomplish.

Why God selected Abraham

Why did God choose Abraham to
be His servant and, through him, bring
ancient |srael into existence asanation?
Wheat did God havein mind, and why did
Hecall Abraham into His service at that
particular timein history?

After the Flood in the days of Noah,
the earth’sinhabitants once again began
to turn their back on God. By Abraham’s
timeall peoples had again grown corrupt.

God then set in motion amajor aspect
of Hisplanto offer salvation to mankind.
Sdlecting Abraham wasacrucia stepin
God'slong-term plan to turn adl nations
back to Him. Theremainder of the Bible
iswoven around Hisplan to reconciledl
humanity to Himself.

You may remember that shortly before
the Flood “ God saw how corrupt the
earth had become, for all the people on
earth had corrupted their ways. So God
saidto Noah, ‘| am going to put an end

Scott Ashley

God initiated anew phasein Hisplan

to lead al nationsto worship Him. He
decided to select one faithful man and
develop hisdescendantsinto agroup of
influential nations chosen for the explicit
purpose of teaching and illustrating His
valuesand way of life.

A part of that planinvolves God'sdesire
thet dl nationsrecognizethe sark differ-
ence between these two conflicting ways
of life. Hewantsevery personto learn that
Hiswaysaone can consigtently bring true
and lagting blessingsto dl people.

Chosen for service

God created al peopleson earth “from
oneblood” (Acts 17:26). The story of the
Isradlitesisthe story of asingle family
the Creator God chosefor Hisservice
out of al the earth’s peoples.

Although the | sradlites were achosen
people, inno way were they to be con-
sidered asuperior people—either in
antiquity or now. The apostle Peter later
explained that “in every nation anyone

who fears[God] and doeswhat isright
isacceptableto him” (Acts 10:34-35,
New Revised Standard Version). This
has always been true.
Some may assume God choseto
work with Abraham and his descendants
because they werein someway greater
or innately better than other people. That
smply wasn't the case. God deliberately
choseto work with asmall group of peo-
plewho had no international prominence.
Notice what God said to ancient
Israel: “The Lorp did not set Hislove
on you nor choose you because you were
more in number than any other people,
for you were the least of all peoples; but
because the Lorp loves you, and because
He would keep the oath which He swore
toyour fathers. . . Therefore know that

- theLorp your God, Heis God, thefaith-

ful God who keeps covenant and mercy
for athousand generations with those
who love Him and keep His command-
ments’ (Deuteronomy 7:7-9; compare
1 Corinthians 1:26-29).

God chose Abraham for aparticular
job. But He also tested Abraham to see
if hewould befaithful to Him. Abraham
passed those tests. God then began using
him because he believed and trusted his
Crestor. “For what doesthe Scripture

| say?'Abraham believed God, and it was

accounted to him for righteousness'”
(Romans 4:3; compare Genesis 15:6).

God forged ancient Israel, under His
careful guidance, from 12 related tribes,
or extended families, whose ancestors
wereAbraham, hisson Isaac and |saac’'s
son Jacob.

Abraham'’s extended family grew into
an even greater multitude, the descen-
dants of the 12 sons of Jacob. God made
them anation and entered into a covenant
rel ationship with them. Collectively they
becameknown as“lsradl” “the sons of
Israel” or “the children of Isragl ”

Israel was another name for Jacob.
When God began to work directly with
Jacob He named him I srael, meaning
“onewho prevailswith God” or “aprince
with God” (Genesis 32:24-30).

Isradl’s descendantswere also to be
known as “the seed of Abraham,” “the
House of Isaac,” “the House of Jacob” or
simply “Jacob”—and by their individual
tribal names of Reuben, Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Zebulun, 1ssachar, Dan, Gad,
Asher, Naphtali, Benjamin and Joseph.

The patriarch Jacob |ater adopted
Ephraim and Manasseh, hisgrandsons
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through his son Joseph, ashis own sons
inregard to hisinheritance. Asaresult
the nation of Isragl has historically been
saidto congst of either 12 or 13 tribes,
depending on whether the descendants of
Joseph are counted as one tribe (Joseph)
or astwo (Ephraim and Manasseh).

Promises of historic importance

As God worked with Abraham He
expanded the series of covenant commit-
ments between them. These commit-
ments were based on the most important
and far-reaching series of promisesand
propheciesever delivered by Godto a
human being. Thelater prophetsof Isradl,
Jesus gpostlesand Jesus Himsdlf al
regarded these promises asthe foun-
dation of their work (Acts 3:13, 25).

Again notice what God told the patri-
arch Abraham: “1 will makeyou agrest
nation; | will blessyou and make your
name great; and you shall beablessing.

I will blessthase who blessyou, and

I will curse himwho cursesyou; andin
you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3; aso note
Genesis18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).

The most important blessing ever to
be mede availableto dl nationsthrough
Abraham’s“ seed,” welater learn from
the apodtles, isthe blessing of eternd life
through Jesus Christ (Acts 3:25-26; Gala
tians 3:7-8, 16, 29). Through Hismother,
Mary, Jesuswas born a Jew, of thetribe
of Judah, adescendant of Abraham
(Hebrews 7:14). His sacrifice opensthe
door to the people of dl nationsto enjoy
arelationship with the God of Abraham.

When people of any race or back-
ground enter into acovenant relationship
with Chrigt, they, too, become Abraham’s
seed. As Paul wrote in Gaatians 3:28-29:
“Thereisneither Jew nor Greek, there
isneither dave nor free, thereisneither
maenor female; for you aredll onein
Christ Jesus. And if you are Chridt’s,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise”

Thus, from the beginning of God's
interaction with Abraham, it becomes
increasingly clear that God's objective
isto make savation availableto al. The
remainder of the Bible reveadls many
more details of how God will fully imple-
ment this plan. But we find itsfoundation
in the book of Genesisin the promises
God gave Abraham.

The Bible reveals many aspects of
God's master plan for the salvation of
mankind. The spiritual dimension of
Hispromiseto Abrahamisonly one
part of the story. As physical beingswe
function in aphysical world. Therefore
God often achieves His spiritual goas
through physical means such as giving
or taking away physical blessings—
using the principle of rewardsfor good
behavior and punishment for sin.

For example, we need to consider
why God promised to make of Abraham
a“great nation” (Genesis 12:2). Many
modern students of the Biblefail to
understand theimportance of this greeat
physical promise. Criticsof the Bible
smply scoff at it atogether because they
think the people of Isragl never amounted
to more than apair of inggnificant king-
doms at the eastern end of the Mediter-
ranean Sea. But they arewrong. God
doesn't lie (Titus 1:2). He keepsHis
promises. We will soon see why and how
God hasfulfilled this particular promise
of nationd greatnessto Abraham.

Promises of great national
and material blessings

From Genesis 12 through 22, seven
passages describe the promises God gave
and reconfirmed to Abraham. In theini-
tia account (Genesis 12:1-3) God told
Abraham to leave hishomeland and
family. Thiswasthefirst condition Abra-
ham had to meet before he could receive
the promise.

When Abraham willingly obeyed, God
then promised to blesshim and make his
name gresat. His progeny would also

become greet. (Aswewill see, theresults
of this promisewould rank among the
world’'sgrestest historical developments.)

A few verses|ater God gppeared to
Abraham and promised his descendants
theland of Canaan (verse 7). God's
promises unequivocally included materid
aspects—physicd land and possessions.

Genesis 13 provides more details
about the promises. After the account of
Abraham’swillingnessto give thefertile
plain adjoining the Jordan River to his
nephew Lot (verses5-13), God, inturn,
promised al of theland of Canaanto
Abraham forever (verses 14-17), indicat-
ing that the temporal and eternal aspects
of His promise were closely related.

Although Abraham was till childless,
God aso promised that his descendants
would be counted “ asthe dust of the
earth; sothat if aman could number
the dust of the earth, then [Abraham’s]
descendants also could be numbered”
(verse 16). Theimmense scope of this
promise—the almost limitless expansion
of Abraham’s descendants—should not
be taken lightly. Aswewill seg, it has
enormousimplications.

About adecade later God again
appeared to Abrahamin avision. Not-
withstanding that he still had no offspring,
God again promised him an heir—and
thisheir, said God, would come “from
your own body” (Genesis 15:4).

Anincredible multitude of people
would develop from that heir, | saac.
“Then [God] brought [Abraham] outside
and said, ‘Look now toward heaven, and
count the starsif you are able to number
them . . . So shall your descendantsbe’”
(verse5). How did Abraham respond?
“And he believed in the Lorp, and He
accounted it to him for righteousness’
(verse6).

Abraham’s confidence that he could
trust God to keep Hisword—even far
into the future—was one of the reasons
God loved Abraham. God chosehimto
be not only the father of severa mighty
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How God Shaped Israel’s Future

M any people are familiar with the story of God miraculously freeing the
people of Israel from Egyptian bondage and making them into a nation.
He performed many other miracles to accomplish this. Not so familiar, however,
are other miracles demonstrating that God personally oversaw the fulfillment
of the promises He had made to Abraham.

The miraculous births of Isaac and Jacob, Abraham’s son and grandson, also
are important milestones. It was through them that God gave the 12 tribes of
Israel the promises He made to Abraham.

By these miracles God demonstrated that the nation of Israel could never
have come into existence without His intervention.

Consider the birth of Abraham’s son Isaac. Abraham’s wife, Sarah, remained
childless through decades of their marriage. Yet God intervened and miracu-
lously gave Abraham and Sarah a son when she was well beyond the normal
childbearing age.

Later Isaac, 20 years after he and his wife, Rebekah, married, also had no chil-
dren. Finally, when Isaac was about 60, he prayed for his barren wife. Rebekah
miraculously conceived and gave birth to twins, Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25:21, 26).

What important lesson can we glean from these miracles? God showed the
descendants of Abraham they could succeed in the calling and mission He gave
them only if they relied on divine help. That is a hard lesson for human beings
to learn. That difficult lesson is written in the successes and tragedies of the
people of Israel.

The writers of the Bible have already recorded much of it so all peoples can
learn from Israel’s example. From Abraham God miraculously formed a nation to
illustrate to every other nation the benefits that come from obeying Him and the
tragedies that come from disobeying Him. Israel has been an example of both.
Its part in God's great plan is far from finished. Israel’s finest hour still lies ahead.

nations but “the father of all thosewho
believe” (Romans4:11). God waswork-
ing out adual rolefor faithful Abraham.

A few verseslater God promised him
not only innumerable descendants but
al theterritory stretching “from theriver
of Egypt to the greet river, the River
Euphrates’ (Genesis 15:18). Thisswath
of territory covered much moreland than
theland God included in Hisorigina
promise of theland of Canaan (Genesis
12:6-7; 17:8; 24:7).

God expands His promises

AsAbraham further demonstrated
hisfaithfulness, God expanded the scope
of Hispromisesto him. Ultimately they
involved far more than He had originally
revealed. The most detailed accounting of

God's astounding promisesto Abraham
appearsin Genesis 17.

“When Abram was ninety-nine years
old, the Lorp appeared to Abram and
sadtohim, ‘| amAlmighty God; walk
before Me and be blameless. And | will
make My covenant between Meand you,
and will multiply you exceedingly . . . As
for Me, behold, My covenant iswith you,
and you shdl be afather of many nations.

“*No longer shdl your name be called
Abram, but your name shal be Abraham;
for | have made you a father of many
nations. | will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and | will make nations of you,
and kings shal comefromyou. And |
will establish My covenant between Me
and you and your descendants after you
intheir generations, for an everlasting
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covenant, to be God to you and your
descendants after you. Also | givetoyou
and your descendants after you theland
inwhich you areastranger, al theland of
Canaan, asan everlasting possession; and
| will betheir God'” (verses 1-8).

Aswith earlier statements of this
promise, God'sblessing was il condi-
tional and based on Abraham’s obedience
and commitment to maturing spiritually.
Here God again reminds him of thisby
saying, “1 am Almighty God; walk before
Meand beblamdess’ (verse 1; compare
Matthew 5:48).

A "great nation” is expanded
to “many nations”

Remember that an important part of
God's promise wasto greatly multiply
Abraham'’s descendants. Here God
emphasized thisyet-to-be redlity by
renaming the patriarch. Up to this paint
he had been known asAbram. God now
told him: “No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for | have made you afather
of many nations’ (Genesis17:5). As
mentioned earlier, Abram means“ exalted
fether,” but Abrahammeans“father of
amultitude”

God e aborated on this aspect of His
promise: “I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make nations of you,
and kings shal comefromyou” (verse6;
seedso verses 15-16).

God continued: “Also | giveto you
and your descendants after you the land
inwhich you are astranger, all the land
of Canaan, as an everlasting posses-
sion; and | will betheir God. . . You
shall keep My covenant, you and your
descendants after you throughout their
generations’ (verses 8-9). The account
in Genesis 17 establishes God's com-
mitment to Abraham asan “ everlasting
covenant” (verses7, 13, 19), abinding
agreement obligating God to give the
patriarch’s descendants the land of
Canaan in perpetuity (verse 8). God's
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commitment o Abraham was major and
far-reaching.

The sixth account of God's promiseto
Abraham appearsin Geness 18 in asdtting
immediately before the destruction of
thesn-infested cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. Abraham’sangdlic guests—
messengerswith news about the divine
punishment to come on thetwo cities—
reconfirmed the soon-coming birth of ason
to the 99-year-old Abraham and hiswife,
Sarah, 10 yearshisjunior (verses10-14).

With God promising that He would
not “hide’ Hisintentionsfrom Abraham
(Genesis18:17; s;eds0 Amos 3:7), the
angelsthen visting the aged patriarch
affirmed earlier promisesthat Abraham
would “surely become agreat and mighty
nation”—aphysca, materid and nationd
commitment of immense scope. They
a o reconfirmed the messianic promise
that “dl the nations of the earth shall be
blessed inhim” (Genesis 18:18).

Dramatically fulfilling the promise,
about ayear after thisencounter Sarah
gave birth to Isaac (Genesis 21:1-3). First
Abraham had proven himself faithful to
God. Now, miraculously, God proved
Hisfaithfulnessto His commitment
to Abraham.

Abraham’s supreme test

The climax of these seven accounts of
God's promises appearsin Genesis 22.
Here wefind one of the most significant
eventsinthe Bible. ThisisGod'sfina
elaboration to Abraham of Hispromise.

Inthis account Abraham’swillingness
to sacrifice I saac foreshadows the foun-
dational event of God's plan to offer sal-
vation to al—God'swillingnessto offer
Hisonly Son, Jesus Chrigt, asasacrifice
(John 3:16-17).

Earlier we noted that God's promises
were dependent on Abraham’s continued
obedience (Genesis 12:1; 17:9). But
after the events of Genesis 22 God trans-
formed His covenant with Abraham by
elevating it to anew level—and with
good cause.

God told Abraham to teke I ssec, the
son of the promise (Romans 9:9), and
secrificehim asaburnt offering on
Mount Moriah (Genesis22:2). Abra-
ham'’s supreme test of faith had arrived.

But by thistimein hislife Abraham
had learned to trust God implicitly. He
had long experienced God'swisdom,
truth and faithfulness. He proceeded to
do ashewastold, only to be miraculoudy

stopped at the precise moment hewould
havedain hisson (verses9-11).

We can learn severd profound lessons
fromthisincident. First, God—whether
in ancient or modern times—has never
sanctioned worshiping Himwith a
human sacrifice.

Second, God prohibited Isragl from
following the pagan practice of offering
firstborn children as sacrificestoidals.

4:11-22; Gdatians 3:9; Hebrews 11:17-
19)—that he was a suitable founder

of thefamily of countless descendants
who could become the people of God
(Genesis18:19).

However, God could not completethe
plan Heinitiated through Abraham without
involving the problem of human sin, and
that problem would later require the sacri-
fice of humanity’s Redeemer—Jesusthe
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Faithful Abraham obeyed God, leaving his homeland and traveling to a land God
promised would belong to him and his descendants forever.

Human sacrifice was part and parcel of
the M esopotamian society from which
Abrahamwas cdled, aswell asthe
nations around him. But God made sure
hisfaithful servant would not actualy
day hisson, athough Abraham did not
know in advance what God had in mind.
Inthe next verse God' swords revesl
what He redlly wanted to find out about
Abraham: “. . . Now | know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your
son, your only son, fromMe” (verse 12).
Inhiswillingnessto obey theliving God,
Abraham had proven that he would relin-
quish that which was most preciousto
him, hisonly heir (verse 16; compare
John 3:16). God did not want Abraham’s
son asasacrifice. But Hedid want to
know if Abraham trusted Him enough to
make the hardest choice God could put
before him. Abraham passed the tet.
Third, Abraham’s behavior demon-
srated hewasaman fit for therole of
“father of dl thosewho believe” (Romans
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Messiah, the Lamb of God (John 1:29).

God's commitment
becomes unconditional

At thispoint God's promisesto Abra-
ham—physica and spiritud—became
unconditional. Hiswords, “By Mysdlf
have | sworn” (Genesis 22:16), show
that the fulfillment of the promise no
longer depended on Abraham. Thefulfill-
ment of the promise would now depend
solely on God Himself. He uncondition-
ally committed Himself to fulfill His
promise to Abraham and his descendants.

God puts His own truthfulnessand
integrity on thelinein these commit-
ments. He has unconditionally bound
Himsdlf to bring all of Hispromisesto
passin dl their details (see“ Does God
Keep HisWord?” page 10).

Because we understand the uncon-
ditional nature of God's promises, we
have a better picture of what to look for
down through history concerning the
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“Look now toward heaven,” God told Abraham, “and count the stars if you are

able to number them . . . So shall your descendants be.”

descendants of ancient Isragl. Since God
cannot annul His promise to Abraham
because He will not break Hisword
(Numbers 23:19), every detail in His
promises becomesaguidein our search
for theidentity of thelost 10 tribes of
Israel efter their exile.

Genesis 22 concludeswith God
restating the central elements of His
commitment to Abraham: “Indeed | will
greatly blessyou, and | will greatly mul-
tiply your seed asthe stars of the heav-
ens, and as the sand which ison the sea-
shore; and your seed shall possessthe
gate of their enemies’ (verse 17, New
American Standard Bible). These physi-
ca, material and national blessings
continue as cluesto the identity of
Abraham’s modern descendants.

God continued: “And in your seed al
the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice’
(verse 18, NASB). Thisblessing would
proveto have dual meaning. Through
Chrigt, asthe Seed of Abraham, God
would make salvation availableto the
whole of humanity (compare Gaatians
3:16; John 3:16). But dl the world would
also benefit materially from the abundant
physica blessngs God would bestow on
Abraham'’s descendants. God's promise
hed both spiritual and material aspects.

Promises renewed
to Abraham’s son Isaac

God renewed His promisesto Abra-
ham in subsequent generations. He
reconfirmed His covenant to the patri-
arch’s son Isaac (Genesis 26:1-5) and
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to hisgrandson Jacob (Genesis 27:26-29;
28:1-4,10-14; 35:9-12).

Through Jacob God passed the
national and materia aspectsof His
promises on to the descendants of Abra-
ham'’s great-great-grandsons, Ephraim
and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph
(Genesis48:1-22).

That the Bible recordsin some detail
how these promises of blessings pass
from one generation to another is addi-
tional evidence that God's covenant with
Abraham included physical, materia
and national aspects besidesthevita
messianic prophecies.

God's promiseto Isaac that “I will
giveto your descendants all these
lands’ (Genesis 26:3-4) implies great
material blessings. God also promised
him, as He had Abraham, almost limit-
less descendants, telling him his descen-
dantswould “multiply asthe stars of
heaven” (verse 4).

At onelevel this promise would be
fulfilled by the time the severa million
Isradlites reached Mount Sinai under
Moses' leadership and, later, at the
time of Solomon (Deuteronomy 1:10;
1Kings4:20-21). But Moses himself
was aware that the blessings of great
multitudes were to be multiplied many
times over what had already occurred
by histime (Deuteronomy 1:11).

Jacob receives the birthright
and blessing

The physicd blessngspassed down
to Issac normaly would have goneto the
firstborn son, Esau (Genesis 25:21-26).

However, Jacob, the younger of twin broth-
ars, persuaded Esauto sl hishirthright to
himfor amed of stew (verse29-34).

What wasthe birthright, and why was
it important? The International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia explainsthat the
birthright was “the right belonging natu-
raly to thefirstbornson . . . Such aper-
son ultimately became the head of the

§ family, theline being continued through

him. Asfirstborn heinherited adouble
portion of the paternal estate.. . . Thefirdt-
born wasresponsiblefor . . . exercising
authority over the household asawhole”’
(1979, Val. 1, “Birthright,” pp. 515-516).
To atain the blessings of the birthright
from hisfather, Jacob resorted to tricking
the blind and aged | saac into believing he
was Esau (Genesis 27:18-27). Littledid
Jacob know that deceit was unnecessary.
God had dready reveded, even before
the births of Jacob and Esau, that Jacob
would be the stronger of thetwo and
that Esau would, in the end, become
subservient to Jacob (Genesis 25:23).
But God alowed Jacob to receive the
right-by-birth promise to be the family
patriarch and to receive the best of the
family inheritance from hisfather without
intervening to change the circumstance.
Later Hewould teach Jacob to cease
trusting in his own deceitful devices.
Now notice the blessing I saac pro-
nounced on Jacob: “ Therefore may God
giveyou of the dew of heaven, of thefat-
ness of the earth, and plenty of grain and
wine. Let peoples serveyou, and nations
bow down to you. Be master over your
brethren, and |et your mother’s sonsbow
down to you. Cursed be everyonewho
cursesyou, and blessed be those who
blessyou!” (Genesis27:28-29). These
werenoidlewords. Isaac was officialy
passing on to Jacob the avesome
promises God made to Abraham.
L ater, through adream, God confirmed
to Jacob that heindeed would receive
the birthright promise. God then revesled
to Jacob that his descendants, numbering
“asthe dugt of the earth,” would “ spread
abroad to thewest and the eadt, to the
north and the south”—in all directions
fromthe Middle East (Genesis 28:12-14).
Considering the enormity of such a
promisg, it islittle wonder the apostle
Paul later speaks of Jacob's grandfather,
Abraham, asthe“ heir of theworld”
(Romans 4:13). God obvioudly intended
for Abraham’s descendants to eventualy
dominate much of theworld. This
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Does God Keep His Word?

oes God keep His promises and commitments even when

humans fail to abide by theirs? God's character and val-
ues never change. Therefore He could never have abandoned
His promises to ancient Israel. Through the mouth of one of
His prophets He exclaimed to Israel: “For | am the Loro, | do
not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.
Yet from the days of your fathers you have gone away from
My ordinances and have not kept them. Return to Me, and
I will return toyou .. ."” (Malachi 3:6-7).

Through the prophet Jeremiah, God promised that Israel
as a nation would continue to exist as long as the sun, moon
and stars continued to shine (Jeremiah 31:35-36). He
promises to protect and guide the destiny of all the descen-
dants of ancient Israel until they—including those known as
Jews and those among the lost 10 tribes—are restored as one
nation at Christ's return.

God has made wonderful promises—some to individuals,
some to nations and some to all of mankind. If He ever aban-
doned any promise and commitment to Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob and their descendants the Israelites, how could we ever
believe He would keep His promises to us?

Our faith rests on the premise that God means what He
says. It is because He is faithful to all of His commitments that
we have a solid basis for trusting Him to keep His promises.

We see, then, that God’s promises to ancient Israel are
vitally important to us personally. The truthfulness of the
Bible itself would collapse if God failed to fulfill His commit-
ments to those exiled people. This is another reason for
studying this subject. Either these so-called lost tribes still
exist or God was not faithful to His promises.

By confirming God's continual involvement in the past,
present and future of the children of Israel, we validate His
unwavering commitment to keep His word. Such confirma-
tion gives us a solid basis for our faith that God will keep His
promises to us.

By fulfilling His promises to all of the tribes of Israel, God
will also, at the return of Christ, prove to scoffers and
doubters that He is trustworthy. He will demonstrate to all
nations that He stands behind every word He has ever spo-
ken through His prophets. He will confirm that He has the
power to direct history as He desires. As Jesus said of God,
"Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

publication explains how this promise
has been fulfilled and will yet come to
passin an even greater way.

Joseph's two national identities

In Genesi's 35 we encounter another
aspect of the birthright promise. Here
God promised Jacob that “anation and
acompany of nations’ would proceed
from him (verse 11). Knowledge of this
agpect of |srad’sinheritance isessentia if
we areto understand key prophecies. The
birthright promise would befulfilled
in two separate national entities.

In Genesis 48 Jacob passed this part
of God's promise to Abraham and | saac
to Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.
At the same time Jacob placed hisown
name on these two grandsons (verse 16).
Asaresult, many later referencesto
“Jacob” or “Isradl” inthe prophetic books
of the Biblerefer primarily to these two
branches of Jacob's descendants.

Jacob's blessing included land—
national territory—that histwo grand-
sons' descendants would inherit “for
an everlasting possession.” They also
would grow into “ a multitude of peopl€e”
(verse4). Here, for asecond time,
we see the remarkable promise that
Jacob’s descendants—specifically those
who would spring from Ephraim and
Manasseh—would grow into “ a multi-
tude of nations’ and a single great
nation, respectively (verse 19).

Not dl dimensions of the promises,

however, would go to Joseph and his
descendants. Judah would receive a
promise with an important spiritual
dimension. Through Jacob God gavethe
prophecy that “the scepter [ruler’s staff]
shall not depart from Judah” (Genesis
49:10). That prophecy pointed both to
the dynasty of Isragl’sfuture king, David,
and to therole of Jesus, also of thetribe
of Judah and adescendant of David, as
the Messiah (Luke 1:32; Hebrews 7:14;
Revelation 5:5). Chrigtisdestined torule
the earth as King of Kings (Revelation
11:15; 17:14; 19:16).

In contragt, the birthright promise of
physical, material and national greatness
went not to Judah but to Joseph, bypass-
ing the firstborn son, Reuben. Notice the
circumstancesthat routed this promise
into Joseph’s hands:

“. .. [Reuben] wasindeed the first-
born, but because he defiled hisfather's
bed, his birthright was given to the sons
of Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the
genealogy isnot listed according to the
birthright; yet Judah prevailed over his
brothers, and from him came aruler,
athough the birthright was Joseph’s”

(1 Chronicles 5:1-2). With the birthright
promise Joseph’s descendants—
Ephraim and Manasseh—were to
receive the blessings of wealth, power
and national prominence.

Blessings for Joseph's descendants
Perhaps the most revedling of the
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biblical passages about the birthright
promise, however, isin Genesis49. Here
we find Jacob blessing and prophesying
about each of hissons' descendants
“inthelast days’ (verse1). Noticethat
the blessings Jacob pronounces on the
descendants of Joseph for thelast days
aremonumental.

“Josephislike agrapevine that pro-
duces much fruit, ahealthy vine watered
by aspring, whose branches grow over
thewall. Archersattack him violently and
shoot at him angrily, but he ams hisbow
well. Hisarms are made strong. He gets
his power fromthe Mighty God of Jacob
and his strength from the Shepherd, the
Rock of Isragl.

“Your father's God helps you. God
Almighty blesses you. He blessesyou
with rain from above, with water from
springs bel ow, with many babies born to
your wives, and many young ones born
to your animals. The blessings of your
father are greater than the blessings of
the oldest mountains, grester than the
good things of the long-lasting hills.
May these blessingsrest on the head
of Joseph. . " (Genesis 49:22-26, New
Century Version).

This prophetic passage tells us that
Joseph’s descendants “in the last days’
will livein aproductive, well-watered
and fruitful land. They will be apeople
who have greatly expanded their
territory and influence—politically,
militarily, economically and culturally



—a people “whose branches grow over
thewal,” or beyond their natural bor-
ders. They will be a people that, on
occasion, will be attacked by other
nations but will generally be victorious.
Their triumphswill sometimes seem
“miraculous’ or “providentia” because
the Almighty God istheir helper and
source of blessings.

They will beapeoplewholivein an
unusually favorable climate that easily
supportstheir steadily expanding popula
tion. They will enjoy the blessing of good
crops, vast herds of livestock and exten-
sive natural resources such asfine stands
of timber and valuable minerals mined
fromther soil.

In other words, we can expect them
to possess the choice blessingsand

resources of the earth. All of these bless-
ingsareto betheirs“inthelast days’
(Genesis49:1).

Where can we find the descendants of
Joseph, thelost tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh? Thislist of blessngseimi-
nates most of the nations of theworld as
contenders. To find them we must ask:
Which nations possessthese blessingsin
our world? God promised al these bless-
ingsto the descendants of Joseph “inthe
last days” Since God doesnot lie, we can
trust Him to keep those promises.

What doesthe evidencetell us?Aswe
will see, the evidenceis overwhelmingly
in God'sfavor. If we believe the promises
and God'sfulfillment of them, our out-
look toward the world will be quite dif-
ferent from the outlook of those who

remain ignorant of thisknowledge.

Inthe nearly 3,700 years since God
gave these promises, few nations can lay
claimto blessings anywhere near these.
Even fewer can claim thekind of eco-
nomic stature and nationa prominence—
even superpower status—promised to
Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh,
“inthelast days”

Two candidates, however, perfectly
meet the exacting criteriaof these
prophecies. the United States of America
and the British Commonwedlth of
nations. How well doestheir apparent
fit mesh with the evidence we find? To
answer that question, we embark on a
study of historical evidence of thetribes
of Israel from their beginning asanation
down to our day.

How Jacob Became Abraham'’s Heir

God chose Jacob, the second-born of Isaac’s twins, to
receive the birthright inheritance that is usually
reserved for the firstborn. This bestowed on him the right to
become the family’s patriarch upon Isaac’s death (Genesis
25:29-34). The birthright blessing made Jacob the direct heir
of Abraham and the recipient of the divine commitments to
Abraham and his posterity.

At the time Jacob received the blessing he still had not
committed himself to live by faith in God. Though God had
designated Jacob as heir of Abraham’s blessing shortly
before his birth (verse 23), Jacob and his mother were both
weak in faith and resorted to deceit to obtain the blessing
from Isaac (Genesis 27). This earned Jacob the hatred of his
brother. Esau seethed with anger and set out to kill him
(verse 41). Their mother heard about Esau’s plans, so she
asked Isaac to send Jacob to stay with relatives far away so
he would be safe (verses 42-46).

So Isaac and Rebekah sent Jacob back to Rebekah'’s family
in northern Mesopotamia. Apparently the only reason they
mentioned to their large household was that they wanted
Jacob to find a wife from among Rebekah’s relatives. This
was true, but Rebekah was also trying to prevent Esau from
killing Jacob.

Before sending Jacob away, however, Isaac summoned
his overly ambitious and crafty son and blessed him again.
Isaac apparently forgave his son’s previous deceptive behav-
ior and this time willingly repeated his original blessing. By
this time Isaac had probably remembered and acknowl-
edged that God had designated Jacob, even before his birth,
as the heir.

Then Isaac rehearsed some of the key covenant promises
that God had made to him and Abraham (Genesis 28:1-5). In
doing so Isaac openly announced to the family that Jacob
was indeed inheriting the prime responsibility for the family’s
everlasting relationship with God (Genesis 17:19).

God was making sure no one forgot His promises to Abra-
ham. He was formally passing them from one generation
to the next.

Isaac passed on the key covenant promises to Jacob:
“May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and

numerous, that you may be a company of peoples. May he
give to you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your off-
spring with you, so that you may take possession of the land
where you now live as an alien—land that God gave to
Abraham” (Genesis 28:3-4, NRSV).

As Jacob hurriedly left home, he possessed both the
birthright promise and a special blessing. But his life had sud-
denly turned upside down. What did it all mean? Would his
grandfather’s and father’s God really be there for him too?

Jacob must have thought about the stories he had heard
while growing up about his family’s encounters with this
awesome, divine being. Would that same great God honor
what he had worked so deceitfully to obtain, even though
God had promised it to him before he was born?

It was at this point in his life that God personally revealed
Himself to Jacob. “[Jacob] came to a certain place and stayed
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder
set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

“And the Lorbp stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lorp,
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the
land on which you lie | will give to you and to your offspring;
and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the
north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall
be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that / am with
you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you
back to this land; for I will not leave you until | have done
what I have promised you.’

“Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lorp
is in this place—and | did not know it!" And he was afraid and
said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ So Jacob rose
early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put
under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the
top of it. He called that place Bethel . .." (Genesis 28:11-19,
NRSV). Jacob now knew for certain that he was the officially
confirmed heir of the promises made to Abraham.
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Chapter Two:

Israel’s Golden Age

“So Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the [Euphrates]| River to the land
of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt” (1 Kings 4:21).

would become “the people of God”

(Judges 20:2) was made at Mount
Sina shortly after the I sradliteswere freed
from Egyptian davery. God's covenant
with the nation was based on His prom-
isesto and covenant with Abraham
(Exodus 2:23-24; 33:1). Init God defined
the relationship He wanted with Jacob’s
descendants, now the fledgling nation of
Israel en route to the Promised Land.

God offered this covenant to Israel asa
unilateral declaration of the opportunities
He was offering Abraham’s descendants
and an unambiguous explanation of the
Israelites obligationsto Him. Their part
in making the covenant was only that of
accepting or rejecting God's offer and
then, after accepting it, performing the
commitment they had made.

God provided them the same opportu-
nity to agreeto walk before Him blame-
lesdy that He had given to Abraham. He
consstently reminded them: “For | am
the Lorp who brings you up out of the
land of Egypt, to beyour God. You shdl
therefore be holy, for | am holy” (Leviti-
cus 11:45). The effectiveness of therela
tionship depended on their continued
attention to living and behaving as
aholy—set-gpart—people.

When the children of |srael heard
theterms of God's covenant, they had
two clear-cut choices. They could accept
therole of living as God's holy people—
His representativesto the other nations
(Deuteronomy 4:6)—or they could
accept the consequences for refusing
to cooperate.

At that time the prospect of their sur-
viving without God's help was blesk. God
hed just delivered them from the cruelty
of Egyptian bondage. They had no home-
land, and no other nation wasinclined
to accept them asresidents. They found
themsalves caught in ano-man’s-land,
aharsh and unforgiving environment.

God had knowingly made the option
of their becoming His holy peopletoo
attractive to refuse. But He did not force

Thecovenam by which ancient Israel

them into this role without their willing
consent. They had to make achoice.

He spoke to them from Mount Sinai
and reved ed to them His Ten Command-
ments—His basic definition of holiness.
The Commandments, along with the
statutes and judgments God revealed to
Moses, became “the Book of the Cove-
nant.” Mosesthen “took the Book of the
Covenant and read in the hearing of the
people. And they said, ‘All that the LorD
has said we will do, and be obedient’”
(Exodus 24:7; compare verse 3).

In spite of the covenant, the Israglites
of the generation God had just freed from
Egyptian davery was till unsure and
suspicious of their Creator’s concern for
them. They said to Moses: “We have seen
thisday that God speakswith man; yet he
dtill lives. Now therefore, why should we
die? For thisgrest firewill consume us,
if we hear the voice of the Lorb our God
anymore, then we shdl die. For whois
there of al flesh who has heard the voice
of theliving God speaking from the
midst of thefire, aswe have, and lived?’
(Deuteronomy 5:24-26).

Thelsraditesfeared being too closeto
God. They did not trust Him. They lacked
the faith of Abraham. Sothey said to
Moses, “ You go near and hear al that
the Lorp our God may say, and tell usdll
that the Lorb our God saysto you, and
wewill hear and doit” (verse 27). They
were not ready for atruly close, persond
relationship with God.

Why the New Covenant
would be necessary

God, of course, knew their hearts bet-
ter than they knew them. He understood
that the covenant He was making with
them had one mgjor weakness. Therewas
no provisonin it to change the human
heart. That would haveto wait until the
first coming of the Messiah, until Jesus
Christ could be dain asthe sacrificiad
Lamb of God (Hebrews 9:26).

Notice God'sresponseto the |sradlites
declaration that they would obey Him:
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“I have heard the voice of the words of
this people which they have spoken to
you. They have donewell in dl that they
have spoken. Oh that they had such a
heart in them, that they would fear Me,
and keep all My commandments always,
that it may be well with them and with
their sonsforever!” (Deuteronomy
5:28-29, NASB).

But they did not have such aheart. God
did not include anew heart, empowered
by His Spirit, as part of the birthright
promise. That blessing would come later
aspart of the scepter promise God gaveto
Judah that Hewould fulfill after the deeth
of Christ (Isaiah 53:11-12; Jeremiah
31:31-33; Hebrews 8:3-12).

Notice what Peter said centurieslater
when God finally made available the
Holy Spirit to dl His people on that Day
of Pentecost immediately after Christ's
desth. He exclaimed: “ Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. For the promiseisto you and to
your children, and to all who are afar off,
asmany asthe Lord our God will cal”
(Acts2:1, 38-39).

Because God did not givethem the
Holy Spirit, the people of ancient Israel
were never fully ableto live according
to the spiritual intent of God's lawsand
thus become atruly holy people. Their
human nature and the influences of the
other people around them consistently
led them astray.

Even the generation God led out of
Egypt by great miraclesdied in the wilder-
nessof the Middle Eastern desert because
of its congtant disbelief, stubbornness,
complaintsand disobedience. God did not
alow that generation to inherit theland He
had promised Abraham’s descendants.
Those people were unwilling to reflect
the holinessHe desired.

Nevertheless, God kept His promise
to Abraham and gave the land of the
promiseto their children under the lead-
ership of Joshua. So “Israel served the



Lorp dl the days of Joshua, and dl the
days of the elderswho outlived Joshua,
who had known dl the works of the
Lorb which He had donefor Israel”
(Joshua 24:31).

Herein lies an important lesson.
Just because a generation of His people
becomes disobedient doesn’'t mean
God forsakes His promisesto their chil-
dren. They aso are heirs of His promise
to Abraham.

mercy (PsAm 106:39-45). He“wasgra:
ciousto them, had compassion on them,
and regarded them, because of His
covenant with Abraham, |saac, and Jacob,
and would not yet destroy them or cast
them from His presence’ (2 Kings 13:23).

Findly |srael asked the prophet
Samud for aking.

“Then all theeldersof Israel gathered
together and . . . said to him, ‘Look, you
areold, and your sonsdo not walk in
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1 influence of Solomon

Israel’s territory expanded greatly durlng the reigns of David and his son Solomon

God may, for atime, withhold or delay
the blessings He has promised. But He
will eventualy give them. Heaways
keeps Hisword. For that reason we can
be certain God will fulfill the biblical
prophecies about the children of Israel
inthelast days.

Israel becomes a kingdom

For the next severd hundred years
God sent prophets and judgesto guide
the people, to teach them Hisways and
resolve controversies among them. But
many timesthey turned their back on
Him (Psalm 78:56-57). They fell short
inliving up to their commitment to bea
holy people. The Bible summarizesthe
eraof thejudgesin thesewords. “In
those daystherewasnoking in Israel;
everyone did what wasright in hisown
eyes’ (Judges21:25).

Yet during that era, and later, God heard
their prayersin timesof crissand fought
their battleswhen they cried out for His

Map by Shaun Venish

your ways. Now make usaking to judge
uslikedl thenations’ But thething dis-
plessed Samuel when they said, ‘ Give us
akingtojudge us’ So Samuel prayed to
the LorD.

“And the Lorp said to Samuel, ‘Heed
the voice of the peoplein al that they say
to you; for they have not rejected you,
but they have rgjected Me, that | should
not reign over them.. . . Now therefore,
heed their voice. However, you shall
solemnly forewarn them, and show them
the behavior of the king who will reign
over them'” (1 Samuel 8:4-9).

God honored their request and directed
Samuel to anoint Saul—apparently one
of themost physicaly impressive menin
|grael—asther king (1 Samuel 10:17-24).
God waswilling to work with and support
Igrael’sking if hewould behaverigh-
teoudly. But Saul became arrogant,
stubborn and sdlf-willed. Physically he
appeared to be everything the people
could have asked for asaking, but his

heart was not right before God. So God
decided to replace him.

Paul explained more than 1,000 years
later: “And when He had removed him,
Heraised up for them David asking, to
whom aso He gave testimony and said,
‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a
man after My own heart, who will do all
My will." From this man’s seed, accord-
ing to the promise, God raised up for
Israel aSavior—Jesus’ (Acts 13:22-23).

The beginning of Israel’s golden age

Thegtory of Isradl’sriseinto agolden
age during thereign of David and his
son Solomon, and thenits disintegration
into two separate kingdoms, isa story of
triumph and tragedy.

Together these events underscore
God'sfaithfulnessto His promisesand
the tragedy of human weakness. They
aso highlight the necessity for amgjor
change in the human spirit and the return
of Christ astheworld’s only perfect king.

During thereign of David and
Solomon, God fulfilled His promise that
Abraham'’s descendants would rule over
avadt territory in the Middle East from
Egypt to the Euphrates River. |srael
became agreat nation.

But, because of the sinsof Solomon
and his successors, aswell asthetrans-
gressions of the people themsdlves, |srael
logt it dl in the decades after Solomon'’s
desth. Hereis how it happened.

David became ruler over thetribes
of Isradl in two stages. First thetribe
of Judah anointed him king in Hebron
(2 Samud 2:3-4). From thet city David
reigned for about seven years before the
other tribes made a covenant with him
and a so accepted him asking. Thus
began aperiod of unity in lsrael
(2 Samud 5:1-5; 1 Chronicles 11:3).

Asking, David inherited alarge and
effective military. About 350,000 armed
warriorsfrom thetribes of |sragl attended
his coronation ceremony (1 Chronicles
12:23-40). Soon he began to subduethe
unfriendly neighborswho had plagued
thelsradlitesfor years.

David reigned atotal of 40 years,

33 of them from Jerusalem, the city he
captured from the Jebusites and made
Igrael’s capital. Hisrulesignaled Isradl’s
ascent to military and economic preemi-
nencein the Middle East. Modern histori-
anstend to ignore the biblical record and
vastly underestimate the size and scope
of David'sand Solomon’skingdom.
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Asthe New Unger’sBible Dictionary
explains. “ Thetendency of scholarsin
the past has been to give scant credence
to the biblical notices of Solomon's
power and glory . . . Archaeology has
vindicated the wide extent of the
Davidic-Solomonic empire as delinested
in Kings. The genera historical back-
ground of the Davidic-Solomonic period
has also been authenticated.

“Solomon’s glory used to be com-
monly dismissed as* Semitic exaggera-
tion’ or aromantic tale. It was contended
that such asprawling realm could not
have existed between great empireslike
Egypt, the Hittites, Assyria, and Baby-
lonia. The monuments, however, have
shown that during the period from 1100
t0 900 B.C. the great empires surround-
ing lsrael wereeither in decline or tem-
porarily inactive, so that Solomon could
rulewith the splendor attributed to him
intheBible’ (1988, “ Solomon™).

The key to David’s success

What wasthe key to David's military
and political success?Itisrevededinthe
first military challenge he faced after con-
solidating the tribes under hisleadership.

“When the Philistines heard that
David had been anointed king over Isradl,
al the Philistineswent up in search of
David; but David heard about it and
went down to the stronghold. Now the

Philistines had come and spread out in
thevalley of Rephaim.

“David inquired of the Lorp, ‘ Shal
| go up against the Philistines? Will you
givethem into my hand? The Lorp said
to David, ' Go up; for | will certainly give
the Philistinesinto your hand.” So David
cameto Bad-perazim, and David
defested them there. He said, ‘ The Lorp
has burst forth against my enemies before
me, likea bursting flood™ (2 Samuel
5:17-20, NRSV).

David did not have to go looking
for trouble. It cameto him. But when it
did God gave him thevictory. Astime
passed, hisenemiesformed aliances
among themselvesto overthrow the
kingdom—akingdom they failed to red-
izethat God had established. David was
victorious even againgt dliances of hos-
tile neighbors. “And David became more
and more powerful, because the Lorp
Almighty waswith him” (1 Chronicles
11:9, NIV).

David's success was God's doing.
He became the most powerful ruler in
the Middle East in hisday. Yet he built
no monuments to honor himself as
wasthe custom of virtudly al the other
ancient kings. Therefore, since his
explaitsarerecorded only inthe Bible,
most historians refuse to acknowledge
the prominence of Isragl under David
and his son and successor, Solomon.

Some Bible critics have gone so far as to
question the existence of biblical figures
such as King David. This inscription, found
at the biblical city of Dan and referring to
the dynasty founded by David, silenced
many outspoken doubters.

Critics of the Bible point out thereis
little archaeologica evidenceto support
the Bible'sclaims of Isradl’s greatness
under David and Solomon. Yet the
lack of evidenceis perfectly understand-
ableinlight of the history of Israel and
theregion.

Armies have fought over and invaded
the area.countlesstimes over the cen-
turies. Jerusalem & one has been con-
quered more than 20 times, several of
which involved its complete destruction.
Parchment and papyrus records from
ancient timesin Israel havelong since
turned to dust. But, even though such

With Justice for All

D uring the golden age under David and Solomon, Israel’s
efforts to promote fairness and justice for its citizens
rivaled modern efforts toward these noble ideals. Both kings
were known for administering justice to their people
(2 Samuel 8:15; 1 Chronicles 18:14; 1 Kings 3:3). As a model
nation, Israel attracted international leaders seeking to view
its prosperity and culture firsthand. One such dignitary was
the queen of Sheba.

After testing Solomon with questions, personally review-
ing his building projects and noting the Israelite culture, the
famous queen said to Solomon: “It was a true report which
I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom.
However | did not believe the words until | came and saw
with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your
wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard.

“Happy are your men and happy are these your servants,
who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!
Blessed be the Lorb your God, who delighted in you, setting
you on the throne of Israel! Because the Lorp has loved Israel
forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righ-
teousness” (1 Kings 10:6-9; compare with 2 Chronicles 9:1-8).

Happiness and peace flourish in an atmosphere of justice
and fairness for all regardless of their race or background. As

part of His covenant instructions, God had told the Israelites
to treat fairly all people residing within the boundaries of
their nation. He specifically said, “One law shall be for the
native-born and for the stranger who dwells among you”
(Exodus 12:49). Expounding on this principle, God added,
“You shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for
you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:21).

Strangers were to have the same rights as natives. Judges
and rulers were to apply laws evenhandedly. The opportu-
nity to worship God on His Holy Days was to be available to
strangers if they so desired (Exodus 12:48; Leviticus 16:29).
When Israel rested on the seventh-day Sabbath, strangers in
the land were to be allowed to rest as well (Exodus 20:10).

Just like native Israelites, strangers were welcome to offer
sacrifices to God (Numbers 15:14). Health laws applied
equally to natives and strangers (Leviticus 17:15), and God
instructed the Israelites to assist the poor and the stranger
among them (Leviticus 19:10; 23:22; 25:35). In short, God told
Israel to love strangers and treat them as though they were
native born (Leviticus 19:34).

God intended that the right to and privilege of worship-
ing Him and living in His model nation be available to all.
“Justice for all” was God's obvious expectation.
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International Trade: A Source of Solomon’s Wealth

s olomon built many merchant ships manned by both Israel-
ite and Phoenician sailors. The wealth accumulated by this
maritime traffic is astounding, even by modern standards.

How far did those fleets travel to amass such wealth? We
don’t know, but the Scriptures tell us the sailors sometimes
required three years to make a round-trip voyage because
the distance was so great. They brought back valuable com-
modities such as gold, silver and ivory along with exotic
curiosities such as apes and monkeys (1 Kings 10:22).

More than two millennia later Ferdinand Magellan sailed
around the world on a voyage that also took three years.
The fleets of Solomon and the Phoenicians could sail far and
wide over the oceans. The Scriptures note that King Hiram’s
seaman “knew the sea” (1 Kings 9:27).

Having an international fleet of ships, an alliance with the
Phoenicians and control of the major Middle Eastern inland
trade routes, Solomon engaged in his own import and
export ventures. For example, “Solomon’s import of horses
was from Egypt and Kue, and the king’s traders received
them from Kue at a price. A chariot could be imported from
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for one
hundred fifty; so through the king's traders they were

exported to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of
Aram” (1 Kings 10:28-29, NRSV).

The Bible notes that Solomon’s yearly base revenues
amounted to 50,000 pounds of gold, not counting the gold he
received from gifts and tribute (2 Chronicles 9:13-14). Having
access to this vast wealth, Solomon built a magnificent temple
for God and a palace complex for himself in Jerusalem.

He covered the inside walls and even the floors of the
temple with pure gold. Images of two cherubim, each with
two almost eight-foot-wide outstretched wings, overshad-
owed the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant. Artisans
overlaid these likenesses with pure gold. Craftsmen made
the seven-branched menorah, table for the showbread,
bowls, pans, other lamp stands, lamp trimmers, ladles and
censers of solid gold (2 Chronicles 3-4).

Solomon had a large throne of ivory overlaid with gold. He
supplied his guards with hundreds of golden ceremonial
shields, the large ones made with about 7% pounds of ham-
mered gold. His palace’s dining service included solid-gold cups
and plates. The Scriptures note that none of them was made
of silver during Solomon'’s time because it was considered too
ordinary (1 Kings 10:21). This was literally Israel’s golden era.

specific hard evidenceis sparse, by no
meansisit nonexistent. Inlight of the
Bible's perfect accuracy in so many
areas, we have no reason to question its
Statements about |srael under David and
Solomon. (For more informeation about
the accuracy of the Bible, be sureto
request your free copy of the booklet
Isthe Bible True?)

Solomon inherits an empire

King Solomon inherited animmense,
powerful and prosperous Middle Eastern
empire from hisfather, David. “For
[Solomon] had dominion over al the
region on thisside of the [Euphrates]
River from Tiphsah [probably modern
Dibseh, where northern Syriaborders
southern Turkey] even to Gaza[the Philis-
tine city on the Mediterranean coas],
namely over al thekingson thissde of
the River; and he had peace on every sde
al around him” (1 Kings4:24).

At that time the people of Judah and
Israel “were as numerous as the sand on
the seashore; they ate, they drank and
they were happy. And Solomon ruled
over al the kingdomsfrom the [Euphra
tes] River to theland of the Philitines,
asfar asthe border of Egypt. These coun-
tries brought tribute [taxes] and were
Solomon’ssubjectsal hislife” (verses
20-21, NIV).

Two other Middle Eastern powers,
Egypt and Tyre (north of Isragl onthe

coast in modern-day Lebanon) chose
to becomedlies of David and Solomon
rather than attack Israel and risk being
conquered themselves. These two gregtly
expanded the scope of Israel’s commer-
cid and political might, though during
thereign of Solomon their cultural and
religiousinfluences would aso contribute
to lsradl’sdivison and eventual collapse.
Solomon's aliance with Hiram of
Tyreisprobably the primary reason the
historical importance of Israel’s power
and influence has been obscured in West-
ern history. Modern historians, when
describing the pervasive influence of
the Phoenician Empire, centered then
around Tyre, tend to overlook that
Solomon wasthereal power of the east-
ern Mediterranean region &t thetime.

Israel and the Phoenician Empire

The Biblerevedsthat the history of
|sradl and Phoeniciawas far moreinter-
twined than most historians have recog-
nized. In general they prospered together
in good times and suffered together dur-
ing the bad. They had common enemies.
They roseto international power together
and were later conquered by the Assyrian
Empire a about the sametime.

The peoplein the coadtd areaaround
Tyreand nearby Sidon shared an dphabet
and more or lessthe same Semitic lan-
guagewith Isral. Other than dight cultura
and didecticd differences, thelanguages

appear to have been dmogt identical.

Israel’s special relationship with King
Hiram of Tyre began during David's
reign (1 Chronicles 14:1) and continued
beyond the reign of Solomon. Historians
know Tyre asthe chief city of the
mighty Phoenicians.

The 1999 Encarta Multimedia Ency-
clopedia says the Phoenicians “ became
the most notable traders and sailors of
the ancient world. The fleets of the coast
citiestraveled throughout the Mediter-
ranean and even into the Atlantic Ocean,
and other nations competed to employ
Phoenician shipsand crewsin their
navies. . . The city-kingdoms founded
many colonies, notably Uticaand
Carthagein north Africa, ontheidands
of Rhodes and Cyprusin the Medliter-
ranean Sea, and Tarshish in southern
Spain. Tyre wasthe leader of the Phoeni-
cian cities before they were subjugated,
once again, by Assyriaduring the 8th
century BC” (“Phoenicid’).

Solomon greatly expanded Isradl’s
partnership with Hiram. It appearsthat
acovenant of kinship was formally made
between thetwo rulers, literally a“tresty
of brotherhood” (Amos 1:9, NIV). As
wewill soon see, that relationship would
proveto be one of Solomon’stragic mis-
takes. But temporarily it greatly increased
the prosperity of both kingdoms, and it
wasthis partnership that achieved inter-
national fame asthe Phoenician Empire.
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God’s Covenant With David

he story of David, Israel’s second king, contains all the ele-

ments of an exciting adventure story. In David's 71 years,
full of rags-to-riches contrasts, David went from his role as the
eighth son of an average family, one stuck with the job of tak-
ing care of the family’s sheep, to the dominant leader of the
nation. Fighting wild animals to keep them from preying on
his sheep, running for his life from Saul and leading soldiers
into battle provided all the adventure anyone could want.

Yet David had a creative side. He was a poet, musician and
composer. We find many of his works in the book of Psalms.
In his zeal for God he acquired materials for the building of
a temple and standardized Israel’s formal structure of wor-
ship through its priests and musicians. Yet he had his share of
weaknesses—sins, faults and family squabbles.

As exciting as aspects of David's life may sound to us, God
was attracted to this man for another reason. After Saul’s fail-
ure to serve as king in the way God desired, the Bible tells us
that God sought “a man after His own heart” (1 Samuel
13:14). God selected David to succeed Saul for this reason.
Though David made serious mistakes, in the end he always
repented of his sins and looked to God for forgiveness (Psalm
51). Though king of Israel, he took God more seriously than
he took himself.

An astounding promise

Because David was a man after God’s own heart, a man
with a tender conscience toward his Creator, God made a sep-
arate and distinct covenant with him in addition to the
covenant He had made with Israel. Accordingly, when David
wanted to build a house for God, the Almighty sent a message
to David through the prophet Nathan:

“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your
fathers, | will set up your seed after you, who will come from
your body, and | will establish his kingdom. He shall build a
house for My name, and | will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. | will be his Father, and he shall be My son.
If he commits iniquity, | will chasten him with the rod of men
and with the blows of the sons of men. But My mercy shall
not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom | removed
from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall
be established forever before you. Your throne shall be
established forever” (2 Samuel 7:12-16).

Understanding the scope of this promise—that God
would establish David's throne forever—is a challenging
study. The best-understood aspect of this covenant finds
fulfillment in Jesus the Messiah—born of Mary, a literal
descendant of David—ruling in the Kingdom of God.

Through the prophet Jeremiah, God prophesies of this
time: “Behold, the days are coming . . . that | will raise to
David a Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and pros-
per, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.
In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely;
now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LoRD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jeremiah 23:5-6).

Before Mary's conception of Jesus, an angel told her:
“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring
forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God
will give Him the throne of His father David” (Luke 1:31-32).

These passages show that Jesus was destined to sit on the
throne of David. Although these events are sure to come to
pass, many mistakenly believe it has already been fulfilled in

Christ. However, it will not be fulfilled in full until He returns.

Human rulers on the throne of David

Another part of God's promise to David was that his
descendants would continue to rule over the people of Israel
until God established His Kingdom on earth. Misunderstand-
ing when God will establish the Kingdom has led many to
mistakenly assume that this promise was fulfilled long ago in
Christ and that it no longer has any meaning.

Contrary to people’s concept that the Kingdom of God is
already on earth in the form of the church or in the hearts of
human beings, the Bible plainly says that God will establish His
Kingdom when Christ comes a second time to earth (Daniel
2:44; Revelation 11:15). Although men have preached the
message of the Kingdom with varying levels of understand-
ing for thousands of years, the Kingdom’s appearance on
earth has not yet occurred. When it does, the Kingdom of
God will replace the world’s human governments (for a more
complete explanation of this subject, please request our free
booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom).

The religious worship God instituted for ancient Israel—
with His seventh-day Sabbath and annual Holy Days—also
reveals much about the way the nations will worship Him after
God sets up His Kingdom on earth. (To study the continuing
forms of worship God has established, please request our free
booklets Sunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest and God's Holy
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind. All of our
booklets are available from our office nearest you or through
the literature library of our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.)

With the understanding that God has not yet established
His Kingdom on earth, let's consider some of the Bible's prom-
ises that a descendant of David would continue to rule over
Israel's descendants. In 2 Chronicles 13:5 we find that “the Loro
God of Israel gave the dominion over Israel to David forever, to
him and his sons, by a covenant of salt.” Like the preserving
properties of salt, a covenant of salt was one that would last.
God guaranteed that the “house of David”"—his descendants
—would continue to exist forever (2 Chronicles 21:7).

Because David's descendants did not continue to obey
God, some have mistakenly believed that God was released
from His covenant with David. Yet this was not the case. Of
David God said: “My mercy | will keep for him forever, and My
covenant shall stand firm with him. His seed also | will make
to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven.

“If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judg-
ments, if they break My statutes and do not keep My com-
mandments, then | will punish their transgression with the
rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My loving
kindness | will not utterly take from him, nor allow My
faithfulness to fail.

“My covenant | will not break, nor alter the word that
has gone out of My lips. Once | have sworn by My holiness;
| will not lie to David: His seed shall endure forever, and his
throne as the sun before Me; it shall be established forever
like the moon, even like the faithful witness in the sky”
(Psalm 89:28-37; compare with Jeremiah 33:15-21).

Through God's covenant with David we find another bibli-
cal proof that Abraham’s descendants, the Israelites, continue
to exist. They have not died out; they have not disappeared
from the face of the earth. Again, God's own credibility is at
stake. He tells us in His Word that the descendants of David
and the people in his ancient nation will continue to exist.
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In evaluating the power and prestige
of the mighty Phoenicians, historians
tend to look no further than the maritime
cities on the coast of modern Lebanon.
They fail to recognize the partnership that
existed between Hiram of Tyreand David
and Solomon of Isragl. Asaresult they
fail to seethat David and Solomon, not
Hiram, were the dominant rulers of the
commercia partnership that became
known to the outside world as Phoenicia.

Israel’s contribution
to Phoenician power

In hisbook Lebanon Yesterday and
Today, John Christopher succinctly
describesthe region that historiansregard
asancient Phoenicia. “When Phoenicia
was at the peak of its power about 1000

later the more familiar terms, Phoenicia
and Phoenicians, appeared. Phoenicia
sometimes specifically referred to the
coastal section of the much larger land
of Canaan that reached well inland”

(p. 41, emphasis added).

From the point of view of the Phoeni-
cian coadtd cities, acooperative aliance
with Isragl was ageopolitical necessity.
Militarily, Israel wasthecities most
powerful neighbor, far too powerful for
Tyreé'sHiramtoignore.

David's conquests of Edom, Moab
and Ammon (modern Jordan) and Aram
(modern Syria) gave lsragl control over
most of thevital inland trade routes. Tyre
and Sidon controlled the maritime trade
of the Mediterranean region. The wesk-
ness of the Phoenician port citieswas
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Phoenicia’s mighty trading ships, called “ships of Tarshis

" in the Bible, easily

traversed the Mediterranean Sea and probably parts of the Atlantic Ocean as well.
Alliances between Phoenicia and Israel proved highly profitable to both kingdoms.

B.C. [during thereign of David and
Solomon], the chief city-states were, from
south to north, Tyre, Sidon, Byblos, and
Aradus (Stuated on an idand off the Syr-
ian coast beyond the L ebanese frontier)”
(1966, p. 43).

But anciently the word Phoenicia
sometimes referred to much more than
just those few coagtd cities. It even
included much of theinland area of the
“land of Canaan” that wastheterritory of
ancient Israel. Thisimportant information
isoften overlooked in historical accounts
of ancient Phoenicia

Christopher explains: “During the
third millennium [B.C.], Byblosand the
Lebanese coast in general were often
referred to asthe land of Canaan, and
itsinhabitants as Canaanites. Sometime
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their amogt total dependence on trade
for their survival.

Israel was, to agreat extent, self-
sufficient, producing large quantities of
agricultural exports such aswine, olive
oil and whest. But the Phoenician coastal
areaaround Tyre and Sidon was moun-
tainous, leaving little land for agricul-
tural production. Reflecting the scarcity
of tillable land, they imported consider-
ablefoodstuffsfrom Isragl. Strong
political and commercid tiesquickly
devel oped between the two kingdoms,
but Israel was by far the more powerful
of thetwo.

The port citiesof Tyreand Sidon and
the nation of Isradl shared manpower
for the gathering of materiasfor Isadl’s
temple (1 Kings5:8-11, 18). Solomon even

conscripted alabor force of 30,000 mento
work in Lebanon to securetimber for the
temple'scongtruction (verses 13-14).

The Phoenician port citiesaso gave
Israel direct accessto vast international
markets through their maritime control
of the Mediterranean Sea. Historians
have records of the Phoenicians ventur-
ing into the Atlantic Ocean at least as
far asthe British |des, and some believe
they traveled far beyond. This, then,
means | srael had the same access
to these areas.

The Scriptures even note that two
Isradlite tribes, Asher and Dan, had devel-
oped their own maritime expertiselong
before the days of David and Solomon
of Israel and King Hiram of Tyre (Judges
5:17). Solomon built his own fleet of
ships and stationed them at |srael’s port
city of Ezion Geber (1 Kings 9:26), pro-
viding trade accessto east Africaand
Asaviathe Red and Arabian sess.

Though the Isradlites had their own
experienced navigators, the Phoenicians
also supplied them with “ seamen who
knew the sea, to work with the servants
of Solomon,” intheir joint maritime
commercial ventures (verses 27-28). For
more details read “ International Trade:

A Source of Solomon’sWedlth,” page 15.

Israel, under David and Solomon, was
afull partner in Phoenicia sinternational
greatness and fame. Theinternational
commercial and political influence of
Solomon wasfar greater than most recent
historians have perceived. During this
timeitislikely thet someof Isradl’s
traders settled in the British Ides, estab-
lishing smd| colonies. Although his-
torica information about thisperiod is
sparse, many ancient traditionsindicate
thisiswhat happened.

Why God gave Israel an empire

In the days of Moses, when |srael
came into existence as a nation, God
explained His purpose for making the
Israelites a people of influence and
power. He told them: “Now therefore, if
you will indeed obey My voice and keep
My covenant, then you shall be aspecia
treasureto Me above all people; for all
the earth isMine. And you shall beto
Me a kingdom of priestsand a holy
nation. . (Exodus19:5-6).

God intended to use them asamodel
nation. He had Mosestell them: “You
shal not add to theword which | com-
mand you, nor take from it, that you may
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keep the commandments of the LorD
your God which | commandyou. . . Be
careful to observethem; for thisisyour
wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the peopleswho will hear all
these statutes, and say, ‘ Surely thisgresat
nation isawise and understanding
people’” (Deuteronomy 4:2, 6).

God wanted |sradl to set an example
that would teach other nations the bene-
fitsthat come from obeying Him—
faithfully keeping Hislaws. When He
established |srael asagreat nation He

gave Solomon wisdom that exceeded the
understanding of the other rulersin the
region. Solomon became internationally
famousfor hiswisdom (1 Kings4:29-
34), and his subjects apparently were

at peace within their lands (see “With
Justicefor All," page 14).

God intended that the wisdom of His
way of lifeand Hislaws be made avail-
ableto other nations. Hegave lsradl a
magnificent opportunity to spiritually
enrich or bless“al thefamilies of the
earth,” asHe had promised Abraham.

But neither Solomon nor the people he
led kept their eyes on that objective. The
physical benefits of prosperity, wedlth
and fame becametheir chief focus. They
lost sight of the reason for their existence
asanation.

Again, the problem was human nature.
Solomon increasingly yielded to hisown
wesaknesses until, at theend of hislife,
he had abandoned the great God who had
given him an empire. Inthe next chapter
we'll learn how this happened and the
consequencesthat camefromiit.

Chapter Three:

From Empire to Exile

“But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the LorD your God, to observe carefully all His
commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you . . .”

(Deuteronomy 28:15).

od'sdesirefor Isradl tobea
mode nation carried with it grave

responsibilities. God had no
intention of alowing |srael—the nation
He created to be theworld'smodel of
righteousness—to escgpe the conse-
quences of abandoning Hiswaysand snk-
ingtothelevel of the surrounding nations.

Before they entered the Promised
Land, God had specifically warned the
Israelitesto make no allianceswith any
nationsworshiping fase gods:. “ You shall
make no covenant with them, nor with
their gods. . . lest they makeyou sin
againgt Me. For if you servetheir gods,
itwill surely beasnareto you” (Exodus
23:32-33).

For the same reasons, Hetold them
not to intermarry with the surrounding
nations. “Nor shall you make marriages
with them. You shall not give your daugh-
ter to their son, nor take their daughter
for your son. For they will turn your sons
away from following Me, to serve other
gods, sothe anger of the Lorp will be
aroused againgt you and destroy you
suddenly” (Deuteronomy 7:3-4).

Solomon ignored both commands.
First he made atreaty with the Pharach
of Egypt that he sedled by accepting
Pharaoh’s daughter in marriage (1 Kings
3:1). Also, “there was peace between
Hiram [king of Tyre] and Solomon, and

the two of them made a treaty together”
(1Kings5:12).

Giant winged-bull statues guarded the
entrances to the palaces of Assyria’s
warrior kings. God warned the Israelites
they would fall victim to Assyria’s might
if they refused to repent.

At the beginning of hisreign Solomon
loved God and smply followed in the
footsteps of hisfather David. At that time
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God appeared to Solomonin adream
and said: “Ask! What shdll | giveyou?’
(1Kings3:5).

In hisdream Solomon made awise
choice. He asked for an understanding
heart so he could properly fulfill his
kingly responsibility to render just judg-
ment for his people. Through hisdream
Solomon perceived that God was pleased
with hishumble, unsdifish attitude. God
then promised not only to givewhat he
requested, but also riches, honor and long
life, provided that Solomon would con-
tinueto livewithinthetermsof 1sradl’s

ik covenant with God.

Shortly after Solomon completed and
dedicated the temple, God appeared in

14 i| adream asecond timeto him. | have

heard your prayer and your supplication
that you have made before Me; | have
sanctified this house which you have
built to put My name there forever, and
My eyesand My heart will bethere
perpetudly” (1 Kings9:3).

God then conditionally promised to
Solomon to establish the throne of his
dynasty over the people of Isradl living
intheir Promised Land forever. In case
Solomon wereto fail to follow God with
integrity, God explained the consequences.

“...If you or your sonsturn avay
from meand do not observe the com-
mands and decrees| have given you and
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go off to serve other gods and worship
them, then | will cut off Israel from the
land | have given them and will reject this
temple | have consecrated for my Name.
Israel will then become abyword and

an object of ridiculeamong dl peoples’
(verses6-7, NIV).

Solomon’s example
corrupts the nation

God not only prohibited aking of Isradl
from marrying pagans, but He specifically
forbade him to “multiply wivesfor him-
df,” aswas customary among gentile
rulers (Deuteronomy 17:17). Solomon
madethisdeadly mistake,

“But King Solomon loved many
foreign women, aswell asthe daughter
of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and
Hittites—from the nations of whom the
Lorp had said to the children of 1sradl,
“You shdl not intermarry with them, nor
they with you. Surely they will turn avay
your hearts gfter their gods” Solomon
clungtotheseinlove’ (1 Kings11:1-2).

“For it was so, when Solomon was
old, that hiswivesturned his heart after
other gods. . . Solomon went after Ash-
toreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and
after Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites. . . Solomon built ahigh
place for Chemosh the abomination of
Moab . . . and for Molech the abomina
tion of the people of Ammon. And he
did likewisefor al hisforeign wives,
who burned incense and sacrificed
to their gods.

“So the Lorbp became angry with
Solomon, because his heart had turned
from the Lorp God of |srael, who had
appeared to himtwice. . . Therefore
the Lorp said to Solomon, ‘ Because you
have donethis, and have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which | have
commanded you, | will surely tear the
kingdom away fromyou and giveit
to your servant.

“Nevertheless| will not doiitinyour
days, for the sake of your father David;
but I will tear it out of the hand of your
son. However | will not tear away the
whole kingdom, but | will give onetribe
to your son for the sake of my servant
David, and for the sake of Jerusdem
which | havechosen’” (verses4-13).

Israel splits into two kingdoms

The kingdom of Israel quickly degenerated into idolatry under King Jeroboam, who

instituted a new national religion. Fertility figurines, left, are commonly found dur-
ing excavations of Israelite cities. At Dan a large reconstructed altar from Roman
times probably sits on the same spot where Jeroboam built an altar centuries earlier.

occupying the northern part of the
nation were discontented with Solo-
mon'’s heavy taxation and forced-labor
practices (1 Kings 4:7, 22, 26-28; 5:13,
15). When his son Rehoboam cameto
the throne, the northern tribes petitioned
for relief.

Rehoboam asked his counsdors
for advice. The ol der men suggested
he respond to the petitioners positively,
relieving thetax burden and making life
better for the average citizen. However,
the younger counsdors argued that Reho-
boam should exercise strong control asan
absolute monarch over hiskingdom, that
he should demand even gregter tax rev-
enues. Rehoboam unwisaly decided to fol-
low the advice of the younger generation.

Theresult was predictable. The
northern 10 tribes seceded and ingtalled
Jeroboam, aformer high official under
Solomon, astheir king just asthe prophet
Ahijah had foretold years earlier (1 Kings
11:28-40; 12:20). Only thetribes of
Judah and Benjamin remained loyal
to the house of David.

Rehoboam’sfirst reaction wasto
invade the northern tribeswith an army
of 180,000 soldiersto attempt to teach
the northern tribes alesson (1 Kings
12:21). But God sent thisword to Judah’'s
leadership: “ Thus saysthe Lorp: ‘ You
shall not go up nor fight against your
brethren the children of Isradl. Let every
man return to his house, for thisthing
isfromMe’ Therefore they obeyed the
word of the Lorp, and turned back,

God wastrueto Hisword. By thetime  according to theword of the LorD”
Solomon died, about 928 B.C., thetribes  (verse 24). They called off theinvasion.

Theeraof adivided kingdom began.

At this point, more than 200 years
before the Assyrians conquered the north-
ern 10 tribes, they became separate asthe
kingdom, or house, of Isradl. The south-
ern tribes of Judah, Benjaminand a
part of Levi would then be known asthe
kingdom, or house, of Judah. The scepter
promise of adivine king remained with
thetribe of Judah.

The northern tribes kept the name
of Jacob, or Isragl. With them went the
birthright promise of national greatness,
prosperity and wealth. To them went,
by right of birth, the physical blessings
and national standing God had promised
to Joseph.

From that momentous separation of
Israel and Judah, the Bible records a200-
year progression of 10 dynasties, presided
over by no fewer than 19 monarchs
reigning over the northern kingdom.

God’s offer to Jeroboam

When God first sent the prophet Ahi-
jahtoinform Jeroboam that he would
become the king of the northern tribes,
He offered Jeroboam His blessngsand
the promise of an enduring dynasty.
“...Youshal reign over al your heart
desires, and you shall beking over Isradl.
Then it shall be, if you heed all that
| command you, walk in My ways, and
dowhat isright in My sight, to keep My
statutes and My commandments, as My
servant David did, then | will bewith you
and build for you an enduring house, as
I built for David, and will give Isradl to
you” (1Kings11:37-38).
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With God's help Jeroboam could have
maintained the part of the empire God
gave him. But hisfaith wasinwhat he
could see, not in God.

To secure hishold over the whole of
his new kingdom, Jeroboam immediately
built two capitalsfor his government at
traditionally significant tribal rendezvous
points. Onewas at Shechem, near Nablus
inwhat istoday called the West Bank
region. The other was at Penuel, east of
the Jordan River in modern-day Jordan.

Jeroboam then addressed what he con-
sidered amgjor problem, one that might
wrest hiskingdom from him. “ Then Jer-
oboam said to himsdlf, ‘Now the king-
dom may well revert to the house of
David. If this people continuesto go
up to offer sacrificesin the house of the
Lorp a Jerusaem, the heart of this peo-
plewill turn again to their master, King
Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me
and return to King Rehoboam of Judah’”
(1Kings12:26-27, NRSV).

Jeroboam changes Israel’s religion

To prevent such adevelopment Jer-
oboam established acompeting reli-
gious system. For political reasons—
to maintain his hold on the northern
tribes—he changed | sragl’sforms of
worshiping God.

Idolatry had dready become popular
during thelast days of Solomon, so Jer-
oboam erected hisown idals. “ Therefore
the king asked advice, made two caves
of gold, and said to the people, ‘It istoo
much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here
areyour gods, O Isradl, which brought
you up from the land of Egypt!” And he
set up onein Bethel, and the other he
putin Dan” (1 Kings12:28-29).

Danwasin thefar north of hisking-
dom. Bethel wasin the south, just above
the border with Judah and right on the
major route people would travel while
journeying to Jerusalem to worship.

Believing that observance of the same
annual festivals asthe Jaws—the Holy

Daysof God (Leviticus 23)—would
rekindle adesirefor national unification,
Jeroboam also changed the timing of the
grest fall festival (Leviticus 23:23-44)
from the seventh to the eighth month
(1Kings 12:32-33).

He dismissed the Aaronic and Leviti-
cal priests (verse 31; 1 Kings 13:33), men
set gpart by God's own decree (Exodus
40:15) to maintain the integrity of the
nation’sreligiouslife. To Jeroboam the
Levitica priesthood was athrestening
independent power base. The Levites
inherited their office, owed the king noth-
ing and werelargely outside hiscontrol.

By dismissing the Levitica priests,
Jeroboam established monarchica con-
trol of thenation’srdligiouslife. Asa
result, many of the Levitesmoved to
Judah, where they could continue to per-
form their divinely appointed functions
(2 Chronicles11:13-15).

In place of the Levites Jeroboam cre-
ated anew priesthood of “thelowest” and
least-experienced people (1 Kings 12:31;
13:33, KJV), men who owed theking al
that they had and were. These appointees
would haveto cater to roya preferences
to retain their positions.

Jeroboam introduced syncretism, a
fusion of differing systems of belief. He
combined aspects of God'struereligion
with pagan beliefs and human rationa -
ization. He may well have patterned
many aspects of hisrdigious practices
after the customs of Egypt and Tyre—
|srad’s alies by treaty—to strengthen
his rel ationship with these two major
commercia and military supporters.

From that time forward the northern
kingdom appeared to the outside world
asmerely an extension of the powerful
coastd cities of the Phoenician Empire.
They were commercial partners, shared
alanguage and likely held similar
religious views.

Thedistinction that God had originally
intended between Israel and the sur-
rounding nations was soon obliterated.

Assyrian King Tiglath-pileser lll invaded
the kingdom of Israel and carried thou-
sands of its people away into captivity.

Soit isno wonder that historians have
difficulty detecting Isradl’srolein the
region asanything other than traderswith
the coastal Phoenician cities. Israel was
reduced to gpproximately equal status
with the other kingdoms. Regrettably,

it had forssken itsrole asaspiritua light
and exampleto the nations.

God’s response
to Israel and Judah's sins

Shortly after theinauguration of the
new religiousrituals and practices at
Bethel and Dan, Ahijah the prophet, who
had originally informed Jeroboam that
he would become king, received another
message from God:

“Go tell Jeroboam, ‘ Thus saysthe
Lorp, the God of Isradl: Because |
exalted you from among the people,
made you leader over my peoplelsrad,
and tore the kingdom away from the
house of David to giveit to you; yet you
have not been like my servant David,
who kept my commandments and fol-
lowed mewith al hisheart, doing only
that which wasright in my sight, but you
have done evil above dl those who were
before you and have gone and made for
yourself other gods, and cast images, pro-
voking meto anger, and have thrust me
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Assyrian King Shalmaneser lll recorded
on this obelisk that other kingdoms—
including Israel—paid tribute to him.

behind your back; therefore, | will bring
evil upon the house of Jeroboam.

““1 will cut off from Jeroboam every
male, both bond and freein Isragl, and
will consume the house of Jeroboam,
just asone burns up dung until itisall
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gone...” (1Kings14:7-10, NRSV).
Jeroboam'’sreign had quickly gone

| terribly wrong. Sadly, hisactionswere

merely intunewith thetimes. Inthe
southern kingdom of Judah, King Reho-
boam, whose mother was an Ammonite,
did nothing to correct theidolatrous
example Solomon had setinhisold age.
Many peoplein Judah likewise became
ensnared in apostasy, turning from

y worshiping God (1 Kings 14:22-24).

It wasn't long before the sins of Judah
and Isradl began to catch up with them.
Inthefifth year of King Rehoboam,
Pharaoh Shishak invaded Judah with
1,200 chariots, 60,000 horsemen and
large numbers of infantry. Unprepared
after so many years of relying on Egypt
asan dly, Rehoboam panicked. The
prophet Shemaiah brought this message
from God to Rehoboam’s court in Jeru-
sdem: “You abandoned me, so | have
abandoned you to the hand of Shishak”
(2 Chronicles12:5, NRSV). The Bible
records that the Egyptians demanded
astribute most of the golden treasures
Solomon had made for the temple and
hispalace.

Shishak’s own account of thisinvasion
ispreserved on thewalls of thetemple he
built with his plunder to honor hisgod
Amun-Rein Karnak. He boasts of taking
150 towns, mostly in Judah’s Negev
region and Isragl’ s north. Israel’sgolden
age under one monarch, and most of the
golden treasures of thetempleand king's
palace created during it, hed disappeared.

However, the Scriptures note that
Judah'’s leaders admitted their guilt and
humbled themselves before God. Such
repentance wasn't seen with therulers
of the northern 10 tribes. Therefore the
northern kingdom was thefirst to go
into captivity.

Because of Rehoboam'’s change
of heart God reduced the impact of
Judah’s disaster. “ They have humbled
themselves; | will not destroy them, but
| will grant them some deliverance, and
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my wrath shall not be poured out on
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.
Neverthelessthey shall be his servants,
so that they may know the difference
between serving me and serving the
kingdoms of other lands” (2 Chronicles
12:7-8, NRSV).

Hereisanother important lesson about
how God dealswith His people. Even
though they may repent, He does not nec-
essarily take away all the consequences
of their mistakes or rebellion against Him.
But, if people sincerely humblethem-
selves, Heisoften merciful, balancing
out punishment and relief.

God does not throw temper tantrums;
He does not impulsively blot out the
objectsof Hiswrath. Hisactions have
purpose. First He attemptsto ded with
peopleinwaysthat will teach them
lessons (Ezekid 33:11). Aswecan seein
many examplesfrom the history of Israel
and Judah, punishment is often His
means of trying to change people's
attitudes and outl ook.

God looks out for thelong-term
good of those with whom Heiswaorking
(Hebrews 12:5-12). Hisultimate god, of
coursg, isto bring everyoneto repentance
(2 Timothy 2:24-26; 2 Peter 3:9), to
acknowledge Him and willingly choose
tolive according to Hislaws.

The approaching catastrophe

Because the northern kingdom fol-
lowed Jeroboam’s|eadership into idola-
try, God warned the | sraglites of the
consequences of their rebellion: “ The
Lorp will strike lsragl, asareed is shaken
in thewater; hewill root up Isradl out
of thisgood land that he gave to their
ancestors, and scatter them beyond the
Euphrates, because they have madetheir
sacred poles|[idolatrous symbols associ-
ated with false worship], provoking the
Lorp to anger. Hewill give lsrael up
because of the sins of Jeroboam, which
he sinned and which he caused |srael
to commit” (1 Kings 14:15-16, NRSV).

300

200

Hannibal crosses
the Alps 218 B.C)



Were All the People of the Northern Kingdom Deported?

M any scholars have challenged the Bible’s claim that the
entire population of the northern kingdom went into
Assyrian captivity. Some think most of the Israelites fled south
and assimilated into the population of the kingdom of Judah.
What really happened? Let’s examine the record.

The chain of events leading to Israel’s fall and massive depor-
tation began with the Assyrian monarch Tiglath-pileser Ill. In
three campaigns he implemented what historians call the

scholars argue that only a small number of leaders—the north-
ern intelligentsia—fell into captivity at the hands of the
Assyrians. The rest, they say, either fled as refugees or were
assimilated into the alien populations transplanted in the
northern kingdom (2 Kings 17:24).

Others believe that the enslavement and removal of
Israelites involved almost the entire northern population. How
are we to know who is correct? How many Israelites did the

Galilean captivity (ca. 734-732B.C.). He
captured Damascus and established a
military presence at the border of
Egypt. He deported into the upper
Mesopotamian River valley large seg-
ments of the Reubenite, Gaddite and
Transjordan Manassite populations
(1 Chronicles 5:26) and Naphtali and
cities in the territories of Issachar,
Zebulun and Asher (2 Kings 15:29).
The Assyrian monarch Shalmaneser
Vinitiated and carried out most of the
climactic 724-722 B.C. campaign into
the remainder of the northern king-
dom. Shalmaneser, however, “was
deposed soon afterwards by another
king, Sargon Il. This name, ‘True King,’
seems to betray the suspect nature of
Sargon’s claim to the throne ... Sar-
gon llmoved the Assyrian capital to his
own foundation of Khorsabad, built in
imitation of Nimrud, and the older city
was neglected . .. Shalmaneser V . ..
did not have time to commemorate his
achievements in stone, and it was his

i o M e . 3
The Assyrian king Sargon I, left, receives
a report from an official, possibly one of
his generals. Sargon took more than

27,000 Israelites captive into Assyria.

Assyrians deport?

Archaeologists have found a set of
Assyrian court records that provide some
specific numbers. King Sargon Il claims to
have taken 27,290 captives from Samaria.
This number is decidedly small in contrast
to the entire population of the northern
kingdom. But there is a logical reason for
such a small number.

Conservative Bible scholar Eugene Mer-
rill notes that Shalmaneser V “took Sa-
maria in his last year . .. [then] Sargon,
who probably was not the son of Tiglath-
pileser, as some claim, but a usurper,
reigned over the vast Assyrian Empire
from 722 to 705. One of Assyria’s most mil-
itant rulers, [Sargon] claims to have under-
taken significant campaigns in every one
of his seventeen years. In the annals of his
first year he takes credit for Samaria’s fall.
In actual fact the biblical assertion that
Shalmaneser V was responsible is correct;
as several scholars have shown, Sargon
claimed this major conquest for his own
reign so that the record of his first year

successor, Sargon Il, who claimed credit for the victory” (Julian
Reade, Assyrian Sculpture, pp. 48, 65).

The landmark 19th-century discoveries of British archae-
ologist Austen Henry Layard dispelled any doubts that the
Assyrian kingdom was a formidable force that ferociously
dominated the ancient Near East off and on from the ninth
through the seventh centuries B.C. It is indisputable that the
Assyrians invaded and conquered the northern kingdom as
part of that domination.

The precise figures involved, at least those outside the
biblical record, are still beyond historical verification. Some

would not be blank” (Kingdom of Priests, 1996, p. 408).

In other words, Sargon took advantage of the fact that
Shalmaneser V was deposed before his military exploits were
fully recorded. Though Sargon may have accurately recorded
the results of his own invasion and deportation of Israel’s
northern kingdom during his first year, he left unrecorded the
much greater Israelite deportation by his predecessor, leaving
the impression that his own feats were greater than they
actually were.

Eugene Merrill's logical explanation of Sargon'’s extremely
low figures regarding deportees is significant because it

God dedlt patiently with Israel, giving  Gadites, the Reubenites, and the Manas-

of the Old Testament were at work. God

the people plenty of opportunitiesto
repent. But over the course of the next
two centuriesthe sins of the house

of Israel and itskingsincreased. The
|sraelites drifted farther and farther
from the covenant with their Creator
that they had bound themselvesto

in the days of Moses.

God withdrew, in stages, Hisblessing
and protection. “In those daysthe LorD
began to trim off parts of Israel. Hazael
[the Syrian king] defested them through-
out theterritory of Israel: from the Jordan
esstward, dl theland of Gilead, the

Sites, from Aroer, which isby the Wadi
Arnon, thet is, Gilead and Bashan”
(2Kings 10:32-33, NRSV).

During the eighth century B.C. God's
prophets continued warning the | sraglites
that they, like the other kingdomsin the
region, would fal victimto anew and
powerful military presence. The west-
ward expansgon of Assyriasoon began
to serioudly thresten the existence of the
kingdom of Isragl.

During thistime of approaching dis-
aster the writers of many of the books
that would become the prophetic books
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sent prophet after prophet to warn the
house of Israel and the house of Judah to
repent. On afew occasionsthe leaders of
Judah listened and indtituted reforms that
lasted for awhile. But the northern king-
dom never repented of theidolatrous
practices Jeroboam had introduced. Its
people refused to heed the warnings of
the prophets.

The prophets of God repested the
same basic themes. They called for
immediate repentance. They proclaimed
the certainty of acoming captivity if the
people refused to repent. They also



squares Assyrian history with the biblical record. The relatively
few thousands of deportees recorded by Sargon simply do not
take into account the massive deportations already undertaken
by his predecessors, Tiglath-pileser Ill and Shalmaneser V.

For any who believe in the accuracy of the Scriptures the bib-
lical record is the most reliable historical source. In regard to the
northern kingdom’s deportation, the report of 2 Kings is prob-
ably the most essential biblical testimony: “Therefore the Loro

Israeli archaeologist Magen Broshi estimates that the popu-
lation of Jerusalem swelled from about 7,500 to 24,000 as the
eighth century drew to a close. Not all that increase seems
attributable to an expanded birthrate. Some godly northerners
may even have responded to Hezekiah's religious reformation
(2 Chronicles 30:1-18; 31:1), but most probably simply acted out
of fear of the coming Assyrian invasion.

Do these events indicate that God simply assimilated

was very angry with Israel, and removed
them from His sight; there was none left

but the tribe of Judah alone . . . The Lorp |

rejected all the descendants of Israel,
afflicted them, and delivered them into the
hand of plunderers, until He had cast them
from His sight . . .

“For the children of Israel walked in all
the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they
did not depart from them, until the Lorp
removed Israel out of His sight, as He had
said by all His servants the prophets. So
Israel was carried away from their own

land to Assyria, as it is to this day” (2 Kings ;

17:18-23).

Although the Bible plainly states that I

the Assyrians carried the northern king-
dom's population away as captives, biblical
passages and indirect archaeological evi-
dence indicate that some refugees from
the northern tribes were living among the
people of Judah well after Israel’s fall.
Probably a few northerners moved
south shortly after the separation of Israel
from Judah in protest of the contemptible

Assyrian soldiers demolish a walled city
while others take its inhabitants into
captivity. Scenes like this were repeated
throughout the kingdom of Israel.

enough people from the northern

. tribes into Judah and that the Jews

who returned from the later Baby-
lonian captivity under Ezra and
Nehemiah comprised all that God
intended to preserve as His holy
people Israel? Some scholars advo-
cate this theory, but they overlook
a critical fact.

The Babylonians exiled the inhab-
itants of the kingdom of Judah in 587
B.C. This exile included those who
had migrated to Judah from the
former northern kingdom. Seventy
years later only a small portion of
those exiled to Babylon returned to
rebuild the temple and the city of
Jerusalem. The Scriptures show that
those who volunteered to return and
rebuild a Jewish presence in Palestine
came almost exclusively from the
tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi
(Nehemiah 11:3-36). We find no
scriptural evidence—or other histori-
cal evidence—that any significant

practices Jeroboam I (1 Kings 12:25-33; 13:33; 2 Chronicles
11:13-16) and his successors—most notably Ahab and Jezebel
(1 Kings 16:28-33; 18:3-4, 18)—introduced. This first wave
of migrants into Judah would have been men and women
seeking a less overtly polluted religious environment in which
to worship God.

But, just before the northern kingdom’s exile, a much larger
number of northerners probably headed south to Judah to
escape the Assyrian onslaughts of the eighth century B.C. No
one disputes that the population of Jerusalem expanded
greatly during that time.

numbers from the other 10 tribes were included in Judah’s
return to their homeland.

Therefore, the prophecies that refer to a future restoration
of the lost 10 tribes cannot be considered fulfilled in the
return of some of the Jewish people to Jerusalem in the
days of Ezra and Nehemiah. Even those who did return com-
prised only a partial restoration of the Jews. The descendants
of the rest of the exiled Jewish and Israelite families were scat-
tered among the nations and most probably eventually lost
their identity. Prophecy tells us that Christ will gather these,
along with the lost 10 tribes, at His return.

consistently spoke of the future of the
people of Israel, especidly about the
redemption and restoration of their
descendants by the prophesied Messiah.
(To understand the foundational con-
ceptsof biblica prophecy, be sureto
request the booklet You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy. A free copy isavailable
from the office nearest you or through
theliteraturelibrary of our Web site at
WWWw.gnmagazine.org.)

The end of the northern kingdom

Shortly after the death of King Jer-
oboam I (ca. 751 B.C.), the northern

Photos: Scott Ashley

kingdom plunged into political chaos.
“Civil war, assassinations and interna
fighting between groups which sup-
ported Assyrian policies or opposed any
capitulation to them racked the northern
date. . . The deaths of Jeroboam and
Uzziah . .. cameat the very moment
when Assyriaregained her power and
renewed her push to the west” (Law-
rence Boadtt, Reading the Old Testament,
1984, p. 312).

Inthemidst of their own domestic and
internd difficulties, Israglite leaders had
to congder theintrusions of Assyriainto
thelr affairs. By thetime of Assyria's

Tiglath-pileser I11, Israel’sKing Mena
hem (ca. 748-738 B.C.) had to pay enor-
mous sums of tribute—protection money
onanaiona scae—to inducethe Assyr-
ian monarch to leave him and his people
in peace (2 Kings 15:19-20).

A few yearslater King Pekah (ca
736-730 B.C.) rebelled against Assyria,
only to beforced to surrender and pay
ahugeransomto retain histhrone
(2Kings 15:19-20). Pekah’'sdidoyalty
set in motion thefirst step inthe Assyr-
ians policy of dealing with unruly
peoples—turning the offending kingdom
into avassa state.
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According to Assyria sforeign policy,
those who would rebel asecond time
would forfeit their political control and
be replaced by avassal king whose loy-
alty the Assyrian government could
count on. TheAssyrianswould aso
reduce the amount of territory the
vassal would control, with the Assyrian
monarch ingtituting his direct rule over
at least some of the original kingdom.

A second rebellion would also trigger
the deportation of significant numbers of
the offending population. Finding them-
selves among strangers whose language
they did not understand (Jeremiah 5:15)
and whose land and culture were unfa
miliar to them, the deporteeswould have
little hope of successfully revolting
againg thelr Assyrian masters.

Tiglath-pileser initiated these steps
againg the northern kingdom in response
to King Pekah's aliance with Damascus,

his second attempt to revolt (ca. 734
B.C). Thefirst deportation of Isradlites
(ca 734-732B.C.), sometimesreferred
to asthe Galilean captivity, took part of
the population—yprincipaly drawn from
the tribes of Naphtali, Reuben, Gad and
the portion of Manasseh living east of
the Jordan River—to northern Syriaand
northern and northwestern Mesopotamia
(2Kings 15:27-29; 1 Chronicles 5:26).

Tiglath-pileser 111 also occupied the
grester part of Galilee and Gilead and
divided |sradlite territory itself into four
new provinces. Magidu, Duru, Gilead
and Samaria

The last straw

Should apeoplerebel athird time, the
officid Assyrian response wasfirmand
final: The nation would ceaseto exist.
TheAssyrian army would forcibly
remove virtually the entire population

Ay

T
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] Babylonians take Jews into captivity
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into exile. The Assyrianswould scatter
the deportees throughout their empire
and repopul ate the vacated territories
with people from distant and far-flung
regions. Once removed from their home-
land, and with their [ands now settled

by others, the scattered exileswould
have less means or motivation to rebel
against Assyrian control.

A pro-Assyrian but unreliable Isradlite
vassal, King Hoshea (ca. 731-722 B.C.),
set in motion the eventsthat brought the
northern kingdom’s dissolution. Hoping
to receive critical aid from Egypt, to the
south, Hoshea betrayed Assyrian trust
around 724 B.C. (2 Kings 18:9-10).
Shamaneser V responded with asiege
(ca 724-722 B.C.) that resulted in the
fal of Israel’s capitd city, Samaria. At
that point the northern kingdom ceased
to exist asapoalitica entity.

History records a postscript to thefall

Deported in a series of invasions at the hands of the Assyrians,
the inhabitants of the kingdom of Israel would lose their iden-
tity in faraway lands. More than a century later the kingdom
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of Judah was likewise defeated and exiled by the Babylonians.
However, unlike Israel, the Jews retained their identity, and
many returned to their homeland after 70 years in exile.

Map by Shaun Venish



Assyria was a harsh and cruel empire. Its kings recorded their
conquests on stone reliefs such as these that lined their palace

inhabitants begin their long march into exile. In another scene,
scribes record plunder as livestock are driven away and exiles

walls. Assyrian troops storm a city’s walls (left) while its defeated  are carried away on oxcarts to an uncertain future.

of Samariain 722 B.C. Having success-
fully entered Israel’s Promised Land via
itsvictory over the northern kingdom,
the Assyrians would soon return to attack
the southern kingdom, Judah. Within

10 yearsthe Assyrian army returned and
captured virtualy all Judah'sfortified
cities(2Kings 18:9, 13-14). Jerusdem,
however, did not fall in thisinvasion, and
the southern kingdom recovered suffi-
ciently to last another 135 yearsbefore
Babylon’sarmies conquered and
destroyed Jerusdlemin 587 B.C.

Exiles disappear from history

With the extinction of the northern
kingdom asapolitica entity, its people
were divided and scattered beyond the
Euphrates River in Assyrid's eastern terri-
tories. God would now fulfill His promise
to “sift the house of Israel among al
nations’ (Amos 9:9). Now the Isradlites
would experiencewhat it wasliketo live
under the rule of the other nationsthey
had so much wanted to emulate.

God had warned them: “ Then the
Lorb will scatter you among all peoples,
from one end of the earth to the other,
and there you shall serve other gods,
which neither you nor your fathers have
known; wood and stone. And among
those nations you shall find no rest, nor
shall the sole of your foot have aresting
place; but there the Lorb will giveyou a
trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish
of soul. Your life shdl hang in doubt
before you; you shall fear day and
night, and have no assurance of life’
(Deuteronomy 28:64-66).
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At thistime they disappeared from
history asthe people of Isragl. The
Israelites had already begun to “serve
other gods,” having abandoned the
religious practicesthat obvioudy dis-
tinguished them from other peoples.
Among other things, they had abandoned
the seventh-day Sabbath. God had pro-
claimed the Sabbath to |srael as“asign
between Me and you throughout your
generations’ (Exodus 31:13, 16-17
compare Ezekiel 20:12, 20).

Oncetheir conquerors removed them
from their homeland, they were merely
refugees—part of the great mass of dis-
located peoplesthe Assyrians had exiled.
No longer did they possess outward

characterigticsthat easily distinguished
them from the peoples around them.
Their obviousidentifying signs quickly
disappeared. But among their tribesfrag-
mentsof their identity and culture would
not so easily disappear.

How, then, can we find them?We need
to look at the general region to which
they were exiled and seeif a people sud-
denly appeared in the region with charac-
terigticsthat link them to the refugees of
|srael’s northern kingdom.

What we find is an amazing story, over
many centuries, of God guiding displaced
Israelitesto the very region far to the
north and west of their homeland that His
prophets had foretold.

Are All Israelites Jews?

Today almost everyone identifies the name Israel with the Jews. Most people
assume the Jewish people are the sole remaining descendants of the ancient
nation of Israel. This assumption, however, is incorrect. Technically the Jews are
descendants of two of the Israelite tribes: Judah and Benjamin, plus a considerable
part of a third, the priestly tribe of Levi.

Unknown to most, 10 other tribes in ancient Israel were never called Jews.
These northern tribes were historically distinct and politically separate from the
Jews, their brothers to the south who formed the kingdom of Judah, from which
the term Jew was derived.

The northern coalition of tribes, the kingdom or house of Israel, had already
become an independent nation, separate from the house of Judah, by the time
the word Jew first appears in the biblical narrative. In fact, the first time the term
appears in the King James Version of the Bible, Israel was at war with the Jews
(2 Kings 16:5-6).

Avre all Israelites Jews? No. Jews—the citizens and descendants of the kingdom
of Judah—are indeed Israelites, but not all Israelites are Jews. Since all 12 tribes,
including Jews, are descendants of their father Israel (Jacob), we can apply the
term Israelite to all of the tribes. The term Jew, however, is accurate only for the
tribes that comprised the kingdom of Judah and for their descendants.
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Chapter Four:

The Mysterious Scythians
Burst Into History

“'Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gop are on the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from the face
of the earth; yet I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, says the LorRD” (Amos 9:8).

hen the northern kingdom
Wof |sradl suffered destruction
at the hands of the Assyrians,

its people found themsalves forced into
exile. Yet God had promised they would
survive to become some of theworld's
major powersin thelast days.

Wheredid they go from there? How
canwefind them?

Tracing the ancestry of ancient
peoplesisan extremely difficult task.
Archaeologists, historiansand distin-
guished professorsin famous universities
often differ on the interpretation of
artifactsand historical documents.

Thisisbecause full knowledge of
any ancient people'soriginsisamost
always clouded by the mists of time.
Thisisespecialy true when written
records have vanished, been destroyed
or never existed. Therefore, to deter-
mine what happened to the ancient
Israelites, we must carefully compare
the available historical and archae-
ological evidence to the history and
propheciesinthe Bible.

Archaeologists and historical
researchers have accumulated a sub-
stantia base of information we can fit
together as pieces of the historical puz-
zle. The more pieces on the table, the
easier it isto accurately connect the
information. By assembling enough
parts we can obtain areasonably good
picture of the past.

Key historical clues

Historians accept that most of the
ancestors of today’s Western democracies
once lived as nomadic tribes roaming the
vast grasdand plains of antiquity known
asthe Eurasian steppes.

One particular group of these migra-
tory peoples, identified as Scythians by
the Greeks, suddenly appeared onthe
Eurasian steppes about the sametime
the 10 tribes of Israel disappeared from
history. Isthereaconnection? Here are

some of the more pertinent factsand
discoveries concerning the two peoples.

Thevast Eurasian steppes stretch

some 4,350 miles from the base of the
Carpathian Mountainsin Europeto

Mongoliain eastern Asa. They formed

asingle geographic unit of natural grass-

land that every spring were transformed
into spectacular seas of wildflowers

Far from being barbarians, the Scythians
and Celts were accomplished craftsmen,
as demonstrated by this Celtic goldwork.

stretching asfar asthe eye could see.
Thisvast plain was perfectly suited
to aranching and grain-raising economy.
Archaeologists have discovered ample
evidenceto provethat, in antiquity,
nomadic tribesregularly traversed it
whilefollowing grazing herds and flocks
in great cyclica routes during the spring,
summer and fall.
However, climatic changes about
2,000 years ago turned large sections
of the centrd-Adan steppesinto adesert
waste. It became so dry that it could no
longer support the earlier pastoral way of
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life practiced from 2,700 to 2,100 years
ago (Tamara Talbot Rice, The Scythians,
1961, p. 33).

The Scythians' sudden appearance

Some modern scholars suggest three
theoriesto explain the sudden and myste-
rious appearance of the Scythiansin the
steppe region adjacent to the Black Sea.
Some believe they migrated there from
the north, othersfrom the east. A third
opinion suggeststhe migrations came
from the south.

Although the geographic origins of
the Scythian people are hotly debated,
evidence for the time of their first
appearancein history isnot. They sud-
denly appeared at the sametime and
near the same area of the I sraglites
disappearance.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica says.
“The Scythians were a people who dur-
ing the 8th-7th centuries BC moved from
Centrd Asiato southern Russia’ (15th
edition, Vol. 16, macropaedia, “ Scythi-
ans” p. 438). The Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana explainsthat the Scythiansfirst
occupied the territory around the Black
Seaaround 700 B.C. and that, from their
first beginnings, they presented a“ cohe-
sivepolitica entity” (Vol. 24, 2000
edition, “ Scythians,” p. 471).

Historian Tamara Talbot Rice con-
firmsthat “the Scythians did not become
arecognizable national entity much
before the eighth century B.C. . . . By
the seventh century B.C. they had estab-
lished themselvesfirmly in southern
Russa. . . And analogoustribes, possi-
bly even related clans, though politically
entirely distinct and independent, were
also centred on the Altai [where the east-
ern border of Russameetsthe western
border of Mongoliaand Ching] . . .

“Assyrian documents place their
appearance there [between the Black Sea
and the Caspian Seg] inthetime of King
Sargon (722-705B.C.), adate which

British Museum



The book Fromthe Lands of the
Scythiansexplains: “. . . Two groups,
Cimmerians and Scythians, seem to
be referred to in Urartean and Assyrian
texts, but it is not always clear whether
thetermsindicate two distinct peoples
or smply mounted nomads. . . Begin-
ning in the second half of the eighth
century B.C., Assyrian sourcesrefer to
nomads identified as the Cimmerians;
other Assyrian sources say these people
were present in the land of the Mannai

The geography of Celtic-Scythian commerce

closely corresponds with that of the
establishment of thefirst group of
Scythiansin southern Russia’ (Rice, pp.
19-20, 44). This date dso corresponds
with the disappearance of the captives
from Israel’s northern kingdom.

During the late eighth century B.C.,
records from the Caucasian kingdom
of Urartu, which controlled the northern
reaches of the Euphrates River, also
noted the appearance of agroup called
Cimmerians.

[or Mannes, south of Lake Urmig]

and in Cappadociafor ahundred years
[that is, about 750 to 650 B.C.], and
record their advancesinto AsaMinor
and Egypt.

“TheAssyrians used Cimmerians
intheir army as mercenaries; alega
document of 679 B.C. refersto an
Assyrian ‘commander of the Cimmerian
regiment’; but in other Assyrian docu-
mentsthey are called * the seed of run-
awayswho know neither vowsto the

he trading patterns of the Celts of forested Northwestern

Europe and the Scythians of the eastern plains is reveal-
ing. The highways of trade and travel in antiquity were the
rivers and seas. Celts and Scythians were adept at traveling
the waterways.

Neighboring peoples regarded the Saka Scythians who
lived by the Caspian Sea as great fishermen. They were prodi-
gious consumers of fish. As a result, some of them were
called the Apa-saca, meaning the water Saca.

To the west the Celtic Veneti tribe had become a maritime
power with more than 220 large oak vessels—whose cross
timbers were a foot

Black Sea and Mediterranean trading zones. It was a major
gateway to all of Europe.

From the Rhine River additional arteries branched off to
the east in central Europe to wind up the river valleys of the
Lippe, Ruhr and Main or northward along the Weser and
Elbe. Another major pathway, critical to the precious amber
trade, started at the sources for amber on the Baltic Sea shore
in the Jutland Peninsula and adjacent areas.

This trade route extended south across the central Ger-
man plain through Bohemia to where it intersected with the
Danube near modern Vienna. From there it continued down

the Danube to the

wide and secured by
iron spikes as thick as a
man's thumb. Their
stronghold was in the
western French penin-
sula of Brittany on
Quiberon Bay. Accord-
ing to Roman sources,
the Veneti traded not
only along the coasts of
Gaul, but for tin with
Britain and Ireland.
Both Celts and Scythi-
ans exhibited excep-
tional skill in river and
naval navigation, even
as early as the last half
of the first millennium

.

Greek trading posts on
the shores of the Black
Sea. The Black Sea was
the major trading hub
at the eastern end of
this route.

Deep penetrating
rivers like the Dniester
and the Dnieper led far
into Eastern Europe,
where a short portage
could connect a trav-
eler or migrant with

the Dvina or the Vistula
rivers.
These  waterways

provided direct access
to most of Eastern

B.C. Both groups had
been deeply involved in
river and sea commerce

Celts and Scythians freely interacted through trading and travel
networks reaching from the Caspian Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.

Europe and the Baltic
region. The eastern
branch of Scythians,

from the beginning of
their appearance on the Eurasian steppes.

Archaeology and history reveal a great deal about Celtic
and Scythian ethnic identity as exhibited in their trading activ-
ities and relationships. To understand the nature of their rela-
tionships we must understand certain geographical features
of the steppe region.

Europe is shaped like a huge peninsula. In peninsular
Europe, above the Mediterranean world, is what could be
called a hub, or nexus, where the headwaters of its major
rivers—the Rhine, Danube, Seine and Rhone—all come
close together.

This hub was once a key link to the communication and
trade flowing between the Atlantic, Nordic-Baltic, eastern

residing around the
Caspian Sea, also had direct access to the Baltic Sea via the
Volga River. The Volga was navigable past present-day
Moscow. As Thor Heyerdahl, an ethnographer famous for his
work on other ancient migration routes, has pointed out, the
headwaters of the Volga are tantalizingly close to the head-
waters of the Dvina, which empties into the Baltic at Riga.

In other words, both the eastern Scythians and the western
Celts had the waterways of the continent—the “highways"”
of that day—at their disposal for trade. And they used them
effectively. They were far from being a backward people lim-
ited to a simple nomadic life. (For more information be sure
to read “Celts and Sythians Linked by Archaeological
Discoveries,” page 29.)

Map by Shaun Venish
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godsnor oaths ™ (Boris Piotrovsky,
1975, pp. 15, 18).

Historian Samuel Lysons spoke of
“the Cimmerians seeming to be the same
people asthe Gauls or Celtsunder adif-
ferent name’ (John Henry and James
Parker, Our British Ancestors: Who and
What Were They?, 1865, pp. 23, 27).

AnneKristensen, arespected Danish
linguistic scholar, recently reached the
conclusion that the Cimmerians (who
later became known asthe Celts) can
positively be identified as the deported
Isradlites. In the beginning of her research
Dr. Kristensen was skeptica and sub-
scribed to the traditiona theory that the
Cimmerianswere “Aryan” tribesthe
Scythians had chased out of the north,
as Herodotus had theorized.

But, as she dug more and moreinto
the Assyrian sources, shefound the Cim-
meriansfirst appeared in history in 714
B.C. intheregion of Iran south of Arme-
niawherethe kings of Assyria had settled
many of the deported | sradlites. She came
to the conclusion thet the Gimira, or Cim-
merians, represented at least apart of the
lost 10 tribes of Isradl.

Dr. Kristensen writes: “ Thereis
scarcely reason, any longer, to doubt the
exciting and verily astonishing assertion
propounded by the students of the Ten
Tribesthat the |sraglites deported from
Bit Humria, of the House of 'Omri, are
identical with the Gimirrgjaof the Assyr-
ian sources. Everything indicates that
|sradlite deportees did not vanish from
the picture but that, abroad, under new
conditions, they continued to leave their
mark on history” (Who Werethe Cim-
merians, and Where Did They Come
From?: Sargon 1, the Cimmerians, and
Rusa |, trand ated from the Danish by
Jargen Lasssge, The Royal Danish Acad-
emy of Sciencesand Letters, No. 57,
1988, pp. 126-127).

It isalso worth noting that Assyrian
crown prince Sennacherib wrote a secret
intelligence report that archaeol ogists
found during the excavation of theroyal

archives at Nineveh. Sennacherib’s
report passed on newsfrom his spiesthat
Cimmerian nomads had invaded Urartu
and had defeated their forces. On the
strength of that report the Assyrians
made preparationsto invade their north-
ernrival, Urartu, which they successfully
accomplishedin 714 B.C.

A Scythian tribal alliance emerges

But in the end it was the Scythians
who profited most from the conflicts
that weakened Urartu. By 700 B.C. the
Scythians had gained control over the ter-
ritory of the old Urartean kingdom. There
they formed atriba aliancethe Greeks
called the Scythian Kingdom.

Using the central Kreuzberg Pass
(also known asthe Caucasus Gate), the
Scythians mastered crossing the steep
Caucasus Mountains. The passwas
passable most of the year; it wasrela-
tively ice-free even though its elevation
is higher than many passesin theAlps.
The Scythians had aremarkable ability
to move large armies back and forth
through the pass. In antiquity it was
even known asthe* Scythian route.”

Beforetheir exilethe 10 Isradlite tribes
of the north would have been fully aware
of the kingdom of Urartu and its strategic
location. Why? Because in thefirst half
of the eighth century B.C. the northern
kingdom of Isradl, beforeits captivity,
was heavily invested in export-import
trade, and Urartu was akey to that trade.
Urartu had made an aliance with the
small states of northern Syriathat bor-
dered on theterritory of Israel during the
reign of Jeroboam I1.

Many of those Aramaeans had been
alied with King Pekah during hisinva:
sion of Judah around 735 B.C. During
that time the Urarteans had gained the
strategic domination of the Euphrates
down to itswestern bend, alowing them
to control the main trade route to the
Mediterranean from the southern Cauca-
sus. Archaeologica excavationsin Urartu
have uncovered artifactsfrom Egypt,

Roman eoupation of fudea

Assyriaand Persaaswell asfrom the
Mediterranean region.

Scythian origins

Theterm Scythic, wrote historian
George Rawlinson, wasorigindly more
the designation of away of lifethana
referenceto blood relaionships. He
explained that the term was“ applied by
the Greeks and Romansto Indo-European
and Turanian racesindifferently,” provid-
ing that their habits and customs con-
formed to the nomadic way of life (George
Rawlinson, Seven Great Monarchies,

Vol. 3,1884, p. 11).

Today, however, historians use the
term Scythian mostly in referenceto the
Saka, or Sacae, Scyths. These people
became the leading tribes of the Scyth-
ian culture. They inspired its dynamic
way of lifeand itspoliticdl, artistic, eco-
nomic and socia leadership. From the
seventh century B.C. forward, it was
the Saka, or Sacae, tribes that defined
what it meant to be Scythian from the
Black Seaal the way to the mountains
of Mongoalia.

Before the early 20th century, Euro-
pean and American historians assumed
the Scythians were of the Mongol peo-
plefrom Asia. Modern anthropological
research, however, has shown thisidea
to befalse. Most scholars are convinced
that no ethnic links exist between the
Saka Scythians and the Mongols or the
Savic peoples.

However, this doesn't mean the
scattered former tribes on the Eurasian
steppes—the peoplesthe Greeksfirst
labeled Scythians before the eighth cen-
tury B.C.—dll suddenly disappeared.
Rather, the Saka Scyths smply began
to dominate the steppe region from 700
to 500 B.C. During that time the Saka
Scyths—accompanied by asmaller mix-
ture of other tribes of Middle Eastern ori-
gin such as displaced Medes, Elamites
and Assyrians—became the predominant
peoples on the Eurasian plains.

Infact, until sometimein the fifth
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Celts and Scythians Linked by Archaeological Discoveries

he Celtic Hallstatt culture and the Scythian Vekerzug or

Thracian culture are excellent examples that show how
closely these two peoples interacted with one another.

Historians and archaeologists label the people who
established the Hallstatt Culture (700-450 B.C.) as either
proto-Celts or just plain Celts. The culture as represented by
the grave goods of the Hallstatt aristocracy is remarkably
universal and distinct.

The Hallstatt Celts were innovative metal workers. Their
iron weapons provided them with a distinct military advan-
tage. Like the Scythians, they also brought with them an
improved breed of horses that could run faster with great
stamina in comparison to the horses already in northern-
central Europe, giving them greater mobility.

Many of the richest Hallstatt burial places contain sturdy
four-wheeled wagons that show a significant technical com-
petency. Their spoke wheels were fitted with iron tires
shrunken and nailed around the composite wooden rims.
Their wooden yokes were decorated by patterns of bronze
nail heads.

These artifact-rich sites seem to have been initially con-
centrated from the area of the Upper Danube to Bohemia.
Later in the 500s B.C., however, the Celts’ Hallstatt cultural
zone of control expanded to the west.

Significantly, vehicle burials were also a distinctive

trademark of the Scythian culture. The late eighth and sev-
enth centuries B.C. were a time of disruption and change
not only at the headwaters of the Danube, but also in
the Black Sea and Caucasus regions, where there were
migrating tribes of Scythians.

The Hallstatt Celts’ lifestyle had many similarities to that
of the Scythians. A Hallstatt sword in Vienna's Natur-
Historisches Museum has ornamentation that shows a Celt
wearing profusely decorated trousers. This is comparable to
the Scythian dress as pictured on the Chertomlyk vase (from
the Black Sea area). This Vienna sword also depicts a tailcoat
strikingly similar to Eastern Scythian apparel found by
Russian archaeologists at Katanda in the southern Altai
(Siberia). Another Celtic sword found at Port Bern, Switzer-
land, was stamped during its manufacture with a decoration
of two standing horned animals flanking a tree of life—a
classic Near Eastern, Scythian theme.

The archaeological evidence shows that the Celts and
Scyths both freely shared and mingled. Russian and Eastern
European excavations plainly reveal the blending of these
two groups.

Most scholars also agree that it is evident that the Scythi-
ans of Eastern Europe maintained close relations with the
Scythians still on the steppes in the east and the Hallstatt-La
Téne Celts in the west.

or fourth century B.C. the predominant
inhabitants of even western Siberiawere
“afar-haired people of European origin,
and. . . it wasdfter that date that an influx
of Mongoloidsresulted in avery mixed
type of populaion” (Rice, p. 77). Close
examination of 20th-century archaeol ogi-
cal discoveries plainly and consistently

and mercy because of His covenant.
The Scripturesplainly tell usthat the
|sradlites, after the Assyriansforcibly
deported them from their homeland, relo-
cated “in Halah, on the Habor, the river
of Gozan [in northern Assyria], andin
thecitiesof theMedes’ (2Kings 18:11).
Thisisnot far from the region of Urartu,

identify them ascitizens of their former
Middle Eastern kingdom. So they
acquired anew identity. Only their old
subtribal, or clan, namesremained
mostly the same. Those names have
proven to beimportant in preserving their
identity asthelost 10 tribesof Isradl. (Be
sureto read “Linguigtic Links: What's

portray the Saka Scythiansasphysically  between the Black and Caspian sess, inaName?," page 30.)
like the present-day people of Europe. where the Scythians had established . ) .
) o atemporary kingdom. The Sythian-Celtic connection
Links to biblical prophecy Through Hosea God had foretold that At the same general time the Scythi-

anshurst on the scene around the Black
Sea, another civilization was emerging
to thewest in Europe. In hisbook The
Ancient World of the Celts historian Peter
Ellisnotes: “At the start of the first mil-
lennium BC, acivilisation which had
developed from its Indo-European roots
around the headwaters of the Rhine, the
Rhone and the Danube suddenly erupted
inal directions through Europe. Their

the | sraglites would become “ wanderers
among the nations’ (Hosea9:17). This
explainswhy the exiled | sraglites seem
to have vanished as apeople. They
didn’t really vanish; they smply reap-
peared in history under new names—
as avagabond people, separated into
independent clans, wandering over the
Eurasian plains.

Obvioudy no one could any longer

The Dark Ages

Let's compare what we have learned
to the promises God made to the exiled
|sradlites. Addressing them asthe
“house of Isaac” (Amos 7:16), He
promised that during their captivity
they would not be destroyed as a people
(Amos 9:8, 14; compare Hosea 11:9;
14:4-7). Instead He promised to greatly
multiply them after their exile (Hosea
1:10) and show them loving-kindness

5,' Jerusabe m oo uered
1 by Arab Empire B37)

Charlemagne
(TEE-E14)



Linguistic Links: What's in a Name?

hat can we learn from names? What we call ourselves

defines for others who we are. \We're also defined by the
labels others apply to us (whether factual or fabricated), the
name of the land in which we live or were born and the name
of the land of our ancestry. We must consider names and labels
as we attempt to trace the people of Israel through history.

Our English Bibles sometimes call the people of Israel the
sons of Isaac. God promised that the name of Isaac would
continue to identify Israel as a people (Genesis 21:12).

In biblical times the Hebrew language was written with
no vowels. Thus /saac would have been spelled simply Sk or
Sc in the English equivalents of the Hebrew characters. We
should not consider it astonishing that shortly after the exile
of the 10 tribes the term SaCae (the letters for the name lsaac
with the Latin plural ending “ae") identified the new settlers
in the Black Sea region of Scythia. The Assyrians similarly
spoke of the emergence of the iShKuza and the Persian-
Medians of the SaKa, both derivations of the name Isaac. (We
have capitalized the S, Cand K in these examples to help you
see their derivations.)

The Behistun Rock, a mural carved in stone near present-
day Bisitun, Iran, provides linguistic clues to the understanding
of several ancient languages.

The rock relief dates from the reign of Darius | of Persia (ca.
522-486 B.C.). Its depiction of conquered foreign kings paying
homage was inscribed in the Old Persian, Elamite (Susian) and
Babylonian languages. One sees Skuka, king of the tem-
porarily subjugated Asiatic branch of Scythians, pictured as
the last one in line. The Behistun Rock describes him as the
king of the Scythians, Saka or Cimmerians (pronounced
“Gimiri” in Babylonian).

The Greek historian Herodotus (484-420 B.C.) wrote that
the Persians called Scythians “Sacae.” Later the Greek
writer Ptolemy (A.D. second century) referred to the Sacae
as “Saxones.” These terms were often used synonymously.

British historian Sharon Turner tells us: “The Saxons [who

migrated to the British Isles] were a . .. Scythian tribe; and of
the various Scythian nations . . . the Sakai, or Sacae, are the
people from whom the descent of the Saxons may be inferred,
with the least violation of probability. Sakai-Suna or the sons
of the Sakai, abbreviated into Saksun, which is the same sound
as Saxon, seems a reasonable etymology of the word Saxon”
(The History of the Anglo-Saxons, Vol. 1, 1840, p. 59).

What is the origin of the name Cimmerian? The Assyrian
conquerors of the northern 10 tribes called them Bit Khumri
(or Ghomri), meaning the House of Omri. Omri was one of
the most militarily successful kings of the kingdom of Israel;
he founded his own dynasty of kings. Inscriptions of the time
refer to the Israelite kingdom as the land or house of Omri. In
Greek we find the forms Kimmerii, Kimmeroi and Cymry and,
in Latin, Kimbri, Kymbrians and Cimbres as the equivalents of
the Assyrian Khumri.

Later history records the migration to Europe of Celtic
tribes bearing these names, some into Jutland and others into
Gaul. The Gauls called themselves Kymris, but the Romans
labeled them Celts, Galli, Gallus and Galates (Galatians).
The Hellenistic and Roman conquerors (300 B.C.—A.D. 200)
renamed the area of Gilead, once home of the exiled Israelite
tribes of Gad, Reuben and half of Manasseh, Gaulanitis.

Curiously, the term Gaul, whether gallo or gallus in Latin,
galler or waller in Celtic, waller or walah in German or gaullois
in French, seems to carry the same meaning: “stranger, trav-
eler or exile.” To the Celts the words Gael and Scythe both
meant “stranger” or “traveler.” God had told the 10 tribes of
Israel they would become wanderers (Hosea 9:17).

When we understand that the Hebrew for “carried cap-
tive,” as used in describing the Assyrian deportation of the
Israelites out of Gilead into exile, is the word galah and its
modern derivatives are galut, galo or gallo, we have come
full circle. This linguistic journey ties together a few of the
many labels applied to the exiled 10 tribes as the “House of
Omri” and the “Sons of Isaac.”

advanced use of metalwork, particularly
their iron weapons, made them a power-
ful and irresistible force. Greek mer-
chants, first encountering themin the
sixth century BC, called them Keltoi and
Gdatai . . . Today we generdly identify
them as Celts’ (1999, p. 9.).

Considerable evidence connectsthe
Celtsof Europe with the Cimmerians
who fled from the Near East toAsia
Minor at the time the armies of Babylon
were conquering the Assyrian Empire.
FromAsaMinor the Cimmerians
migrated by way of the Danube River
into Europe, where they became known
asthe Celts. Many historians have con-
cluded that the Celts and Scythians have
acommon background.

The Greeks and Romans called all
people beyond the northern boundaries
of the old Roman Republic and the
Greek city-states barbarians. They used

the term to describe foreignerswho
dared challengetheir politica and cul-
tural leadership, regardless of how edu-
cated or technologically advanced they
might have been. These people repre-
sented many extended-family clans
known by avariety of names. Among
them, no doubt, were clans of unrelated
ethnic origin that had fled from eastern
territories of the old Assyrian Empire at
about the sametime.

But the more significant fact isthat
many, if not most, of these so-called
barbarian tribeswereracially and
culturally related. For that reason we
should expect that the language of
these related tribes could be traced to a
common parent language—and that is
exactly what wefind.

The language link
Languages areidentified by families.
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Thelanguage family common to the
Northwestern European peoplefals
within what is classified asthe Germanic
branch of Indo-European languages. The
history of the Indo-European language
family provides uswith excellent clues
to the relationshi ps between the barbarian
tribesthat engendered the Northwestern
European democracies.

When we look at the nations of
Europe we see delineated nation-state
boundaries with distinctly different lan-
guages such as English, French, Danish
and Swedish aswell aslocalized dia-
lects (such as High and Low German).
However, in the days of these so-called
barbarians such obvious distinctions
did not exist. The people settling North-
western Europe at that time spoke
mainly different dialects of the same
parent language.

Englishis part of the Indo-European



family of languagesthat isusually
broadly labeled as Teutonic or Germanic.
But such labeling does not imply that the
modern German language (German) is
the parent language or that the German
people came from the same ethnic stock
asthe Scythians. To the contrary, modern
German isonly one branch of the origi-
na parent language. The sameistrue of
the English, Danish, Dutch and Scandi-
navian languages. All are branches of
oneorigina language.

As Cambridge University professor
H. Munro Chadwick explains: “Down
to thefifth century the German, English
and Scandinavian languages differed but
dightly from oneancther . . . In thefifth
and following centuries differentiation
took place very quickly within the north-
western group. English developed in
genera on lines about midway between
German and Scandinavian, but with
many special features of itsown. Frisan
[Dutch] seemsto have differed little
from Englishfor alongtime. . . Thedif-
ferentiation of the languages was obvi-
ously governed by their geographica
position” (The Nationalities of Europe
and the Growth of National Ideologies,
1966, p. 145).

If we go back 500 years from the point
when the Teutonic languages began to
differentiate, we discover that great
swaths of northern, western and eastern
Europeans spoke similar diaectsof a
common I ndo-European language. When
scholarstry to pin alabel on aparticular
European barbarian tribe as being Ger-
manic or Cdltic or Scythian, they often
find themselvesin aquandary: Digtinc-
tions are often unclear and can eesily
become arbitrary.

Theancient Romansrarely bothered
tolearn barbarian languages, preferring

to useinterpreters. They couldn’t tell the
difference between the language spoken
in Gaul and that spoken on the other side
of the Rhine. So Latin writers habitually
began to labdl barbarian tribes east of the
Rhine asthe“Germani,” lumping them
into one group.

Some modern archaeol ogists, how-
ever, describe the dominant people of
Northern Europe during the period ca.
500 B.C. asbroadly divided between
Cetsand Scytho-Teutons. Even this
distinction was more geographic and
cultural than ethnic.

Thefarther back in history we go
thelessdistinction we find between the
Celtic and Teutonic peoples who settled
Western and Northwestern Europe.
Professor Chadwick writes: “Inany dis-
cussion asto the origin of the Teutonic
(or Germanic) languagesit must of
course be bornein mind that these
languages are merely a branch of the
Indo-European languages . . . and con-
sequently that their original home—
asdigtinct from the areain which they
acquired their special characteristics—
was that of the whole Indo-European
family. The same remark appliesto the
Celtic languages. . . No one doubts
that these languages, or rather the
parent language from which they are
derived, were once limited to amuch
smaller areathan that of their present
distribution” (Chadwick, p. 157).

These people burst into view along
the edge of the old Assyrian Empirein
thelast half of the eighth century B.C.—
at thesametime and inthe same area
wherethelost 10 tribes of |sragl disap-
peared. Until about the fourth century
A.D. their diaects of acommon lan-
guage remained similar enough for them
to easily communicate with each other.

Scythiansand Celtsare closdly related
by language. But were the Celtsadistinct
people unrelated to the Scythians? Or are
there indications of astrong relationship
between them?

Scythian-Celtic interaction

Historians and archaeol ogists report
that during the second half of thefirst
millennium B.C. the area of Europe north
of the Mediterranean world shared two
related cultures. From the British Iesto
the headwaters of the Danube to the east-
ern fringe of theAlps existed what histo-
rians label asthe Hallstatt Celtic culture
and, later, the LaTéene Cdltic culture.

But further east, occupying avast
area of Eastern Europe, was the strong
horse-centered traditiona Scythic cul-
ture based on away of life suited to
grassands rather than mountains and
forests. Each of these provided ideas
and inspiration for the other. According
to the archaeol ogical evidence, the two
groupsfreely intermarried.

The separate Celtic and Scythian
culturesinteracted with each other much
like modern Britain and America. Each
was adapted to the geography of its
own region. But the people themselves
interacted asif they shared an ancestry.
Archaeologists have uncovered some
remarkable sites of Celtic and Scythian
culturesthat demonstrate how closgly the
two peoplesworked with each other (see
“The Geography of Cdltic-Scythian
Commerce,” page 27).

Thedigtinction between Scythian and
Cdltic culturesis probably best explained
by two factors. First, the geography sup-
porting each culture was generaly differ-
ent. But, equally important, 10 |sradlite
tribeswere exiled from the Middle East.
Each of these had its own culture within

The Label Celt and Celtic Secrecy

Scholars find a logical explanation for how the word Celt,
in reference to the western branch of the steppe people,
originated. Some conclude that the ethnic label Celt is
another form of the Goidelic Irish word ceilt, which means
“concealment” or “hidden.” The Scottish word kilt is of a
similar derivation.

This fits the Celts’ strongly held religious prohibition
against setting in writing their folk traditions, knowledge
and understanding. The traditions were to be communicated
only orally, and we can be sure the purpose of the prohibi-
tion was not to cover illiteracy. Many Celts spoke and wrote
Greek and used it in private and public business. But they

staunchly refused to divulge to outsiders any information
about their most revered beliefs and traditions.

Even Julius Caesar, during his invasion of Gaul, could only
marvel at this strong Celtic religious prohibition. Some schol-
ars conclude the word keltoi, or Celt, is an appropriate label
for people who kept much about their past and traditions
hidden. In spite of the Celts' characteristic secrecy, enough
history was recorded for us to come to the conclusion that
the Celts and Scythians came from a common Israelite her-
itage. Their migrations had taken them in different direc-
tions. In the end, however, these descendants would find
themselves together again in Europe.
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thelarger culture of 1sragl’snorthern
kingdom. Also, each tribe was further
subdivided into clans (1 Samuel 10:19;
compare Exodus 6:14-25, NIV).
Therefore, one would expect these
exiled |sradlite tribes to continue exhibit-
ing some culturd differencesinthelands
of their exile. Such distinctionswould
also explain the clans and subclans
existing among the Scythiansand Celts.
Israeli Tdmudic scholar Yair Davidy,
inhisbook The Tribes: Thelsradlite
Origins of Western Peoples, presents
convincing evidence that the displaced
|sraelitesretained their subtribal clan
names during and after their captivity.
“Proofsadduced,” hewrites, “are derived
from Biblical, TAdmudic, His-torical,
Archaeologica, and Linguistic sources

aswell asFolklore, Mythology, Nationa
Symbols, and National Characteristics’
(1993, p. xiv). Asaresident of Jerusalem,
Mr. Davidy had accessto the historical
and biblical sources on the shelves of
Jerusalem’sNationa Library.

Triba and subtriba names, he points
out, areakey totracing the sraelites
wanderings. In hisintroduction he sum-
marizeshisconclusion: “* The Tribes
produces evidence that most of the
ancient |sraglites assmilated to foreign
culturesand forgot their origins. In the
course of time they reached the British
Idesand north-west Europe whence
related nations (such asthe U.S.A.) were
founded” (ibid.).

For thorough coverage of this aspect
of |srael’smigratory history werefer you

directly to hisbooks The Tribes: The
Isradlite Origins of Western Peoples
(1993) and Logt Isradlite Identity (1996).

Between 200 B.C. and A.D. 500
enemy tribesand dragtic climatic
changes drove the Scythian clansfrom
the Eurasian steppesto the northern
and western regions of Europe. For
another 1,000 yearsthe former Scythi-
answere alternately allies and enemies
infeudal Europe under avariety of clan
names. Thislasted until modern nations
aswe know them began to take shape
in Europe.

Inthe next chapter we pick up the
amazing story of the scattered descen-
dantsof ancient Israel rising to theinter-
national prominence that God had long
ago promised to the offspring of Joseph.

Prophecies of Israel’s Resettlement in Northwestern Europe

any biblical scholars consider Amos, a prophet from

Tekoa in northern Judah, to be the first to warn of the
impending exile of “the remnant of Joseph” (Amos 5:15). But
Amos also told Israel it would not be entirely lost from God's
view. “Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gop are on the sinful king-
dom, and | will destroy it [the kingdom of Israel] from the face
of the earth; yet | will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,”
says the Lor. ‘For surely | will command, and will sift the house
of Israel among all nations, as grain is sifted in a sieve; yet not
the smallest grain shall fall to the ground”” (Amos 9:8-9).

The Israelites would indeed be sifted among other
nations. They first would be compelled to join scores of other
ethnic groups in a cruel exodus from their homeland. Where
would they be forced to go? “For the Lorp will strike Israel, as
areed is shaken in the water. He will uproot Israel from this
good land which He gave to their fathers, and will scatter
them beyond the Euphrates River ..."” (1 Kings 14:15,
NASB)—a river to their north.

These prophecies show that the exiled Israelites would be
unable to remain in one cohesive group. They would scatter
—break up into smaller units—and have to share their land
of exile with other peoples.

In other passages the prophets reveal that these Israelites
would eventually find themselves in a new location to the
north and west of the Promised Land, from which they faced
imminent eviction. It is from this direction they will return to
their homeland in the Middle East after Christ's return.

The most obvious verse that shows this is in the book of
Isaiah: “Surely these shall come from afar; look! Those from
the north and the west, and these from the land of Sinim”
(Isaiah 49:12; see also verses 13-23).

Since Hebrew has no expression corresponding to the
English “northwest,” this verse may also be understood that
Israel would migrate to a region to the northwest of the
Promised Land.

But there are other biblical clues. One is Hosea 12:1:
“Ephraim feeds on the wind, and pursues the east wind.”
This expression implies Ephraim would migrate to the west
(compare Hosea 11:9-10).

Other passages suggest that Israel would ultimately be
scattered and found in an island setting. After Jesus' return
“they shall come with weeping, and with supplications
I [God] will lead them. I will cause them to walk by the rivers
of waters, in a straight way in which they shall not stumble;
for I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn. Hear
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Biblical prophecies indicate that the descendants of the
lost tribes of Israel would eventually settle in an area to
the northwest of their Middle Eastern homeland.

the word of the Lorp, O nations, and declare it in the isles afar
off, and say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, and
keep him as a shepherd does his flock™ (Jeremiah 31:9-10).

Other references to an island or maritime location include
Isaiah 24:15; 41:1, 5; 51:5; 66:19 and Psalm 89:25. Collectively,
these passages indicate that the captive Israelites would
eventually move on from their land of exile in northern
Mesopotamia to ultimately settle in Northwestern Europe—
the major maritime and coastal region north and west of
their Middle Eastern homeland.
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Chapter Five:

Britain and the United States
Inherit Joseph’s Birthright

“And the LOrD has declared . . . that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations
.. . as he promised” (Deuteronomy 26:18-19, NIV).

fter about five centuries of exis-
Atence on the Eurasian steppes
following the destruction of
the northern kingdom, Isragl’s nomadic
descendants, now caled Scythians, began
another forced migration.

Thistimetheir enemies—fromAsia
and the Near East—and adramatic
change of climate on the Eurasian
steppes began moving them westward,
just asthebiblica prophetshad said
would happen (1 Kings 14:15; Isaiah
49:12; Hosea 12:1). Thismajor westward
migration began about 200 B.C. and
continued into thefifth century A.D.

Yet during thistime, in thefirst cen-
tury, when Chridtianity wasinitsinfancy,
the Jewish historian Josephus confirmed
that many deported | sraelites were il
living beyond the Euphrates River. Jose-
phuswrotethat, in his day, “the ten tribes
are beyond the Euphratestill now [the
first century], and are an immense multi-
tude, and not to be estimated by num-
bers’” (Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI,
Chapter V, Section 2).

The apostle James aso plainly con-
firmsthat the missing tribes hadn’t been
reunited with thetribes of Judah and
Benjaminin Paegtine. He addresses his
epistle“to thetwelvetribeswhich are
scattered abroad” (James 1:1).

Though God had promised that all
of thelost 10 tribes of Israel would con-
tinueto exist, He also promised to sift
them among the nations (Amos 9:9).
ThisHedid until He brought them to
the land that was north and west of
ancient Israel, where He had promised
to resettle them.

It was asthough a powerful, unseen
hand inexorably herded them—with
al their tribesand clans—acrossthe
Eurasian plains, the Scythian steppes,
to Northwest Europe, wherethe Celts,
another group of related tribes, were

aready settling.

Although not aswell understood as
the great European migrations beginning
in the 16th century—when emigrants
established coloniesin North America,
Australia, New Zedand and South
Africa—the earlier migration was
similar in many respects.

Although many clansfrom many
tribes converged on Europe at the same
time, most of those that findly settled
in Northwest Europe wererelated and
shared aculture.

Many historians have acknowledged
that the Anglo-Saxon peoples provided the
recia stock that founded several modern
Western nations, including Gregt Britain
and the United States. Thisinformation
can befound in many history books.

What isn't widely understood is
the Celtic-Scythian link to the ancient
Israelites. Inthe previous chapter we
briefly discussed this connection. Now
weturn our attention to God beginning to
fulfill His promisesto the descendants of
Israel’s presumably lost tribes after they
had migrated to northwestern Europe and
the British Idesand from thereto Amer-
icaand the other British coloniesaround
theworld.

Promises of greatness
for Joseph's descendants

Before his death the patriarch Jacob,
through God'sinspiration, prophesied
what would happen to the descendants
of his12 sonsinthe“last days’ (Genesis
49:1). Our focusin this chapter ison
Jacob's prophecy concerning Joseph.

Joseph’s modern descendants are
the easiest to identify of al thelost
tribes of Isragl because the specific
blessings they were to receive stand
out so distinctly from those of the
other tribes. God promised to Joseph's
descendants—through his sons Ephraim
and Manasseh —al| the benefits of the
birthright promises of national greatness

Britain and the United States Inherit Joseph’s Birthright

and overflowing prosperity.

Notice Jacob's prophecy about
Josephinthelast days: “Josephislike
agrapevinethat produces much fruit, a
healthy vine watered by a spring, whose
branches grow over thewall. Archers
attack him violently and shoot at him
angrily, but he aims his bow well. His
arms are made strong. He gets his power
fromthe Mighty God of Jacob and his
strength from the Shepherd, the Rock
of Isradl.

“Your father's God helpsyou. God
Almighty blessesyou. He blessesyou
with rain from above, with water from
springs bel ow, with many babiesborn to
your wives, and many young onesborn
to your animals. The blessings of your
father are greater than the blessings of the
oldest mountains, greater than the good
things of thelong-lasting hills. May these
blessingsrest on the head of Joseph, on
the forehead of the one who was sepa-
rated from hisbrothers’ (Genesis49:22-
26, New Century Version).

Joseph’s descendants, he said, were
to be epecidly blessed—like afruitful
vine with anever-ending supply of water,
insuring their constant growth. Thelr
populationswould multiply rapidly. They
would expand to lands beyond their origi-
nal borders, grow militarily strong and
regp the choicest physica blessings of the
earth. They would produce and prosper.
Thesewerethe birthright blessngs
(1 Chronicles5:1-2) God promised to
Joseph’s descendants. Because of these
divine blessings, Joseph’s descendants
wereto stand out among Israel’s other
tribes (Genesis 49:22-26).

Before his death M oses repeated the
specia blessingsthat would flow to
Joseph'’s descendants. “And of Joseph
he said: ‘Blessed of the Lorp ishisland,
with the precious things of heaven, with
the dew, and the deep lying benesth, with
the preciousfruits of the sun, with the
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precious produce of the months, with United States. The Anglo-Saxon and Only then can they receive the power to
the best things of theancient mountains,  Celtic descendants have beentheprimary  change their human nature and receive

with the preciousthings of the everlasting  founders and shapers of British and the ultimate blessing of eternd life
hills, with the preciousthings of theearth  American culture. (Acts4:12).
and itsfullness, and the favor of Himwho God aso hasmade available to them God had designated Abraham’s

dweltinthebush. Let theblessngcome  opportunitiesto shineas spiritua bea- descendants—by a promise, long before
‘on the head of Joseph, and onthecrown  conswithin aconfused and darkened they existed as a people—to be His

of the head of him who was separate world. Regrettably, aswith the ancient instrumentsin accomplishing important

from hisbrothers! Isradlites, only afew amongthemhave  aspects of His purpose. He has used
“Hisgloryislikeafirsbornbull,and  beenwilling to accept their responsibility  them in ways even they have not

hishorns[military might] likethehorns ~ and God'scalling. always discerned.

of thewild ox; together with them he . At the heart of God'srelationship

shall push the peoplesto the ends of God aSS|g'ned arole with the ancient | sraglites was His

the earth; they arethe 10 thousands of to Joseph's descendants covenant with them and their descen-

Ephraim, and they are the thousands of God'sgrand purpose—anciently, dants. That agreement defined the rules
Manasseh'” (Deuteronomy 33:13-17). today and tomorrow—for Abraham'’s and responsibilities of the relationship
God had promised to takeadirect handin - descendants has never varied. He selected  between God and the I sraelites. It set
delivering magnificent physical blessings themtobeablessingto“all thefamilies  forth the obligations God imposed on

to Joseph'’s descendants. of theearth” (Genesis 12:3). Tomakethis Himself and His expectations of the
When we understand that themodern  possible He promised them every mater-  nation He had created to be His holy

descendants of Joseph arethepeopleof ia advantage they would ever need. people and amodel nation to the

the United States and Britain, we see Yet God did not give them national world (Leviticus 20:26; Deuteronomy

that over the past three centuriesGod hes  prominence and prosperity at the 4:5-8; 7:6).

been trueto Hispromises. Hehasgranted  expense of other peoples and nations. God gave the promised birthright

the physicd birthright blessings of Rather, God'sfar-reaching purposehas  blessingsto Joseph’s modern descen-

Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, always been to lead all peopleinto dantsin Britain and America. At the

to their modern descendants—the Anglo-  apermanent relationship with Him sametime He has made available to

Saxon-Celtic people of Britain and the (Acts17:30; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9).  |sragl’s descendants—and indeed the

Benjamin Disraeli: Maestro of Empire

G od often names things what they are. Adam’s name lit-  the British government as security—for the purchase of 44
erally means “red earth,” the substance from which God  percent of the shares of stock controlling the recently con-
formed and shaped the first man (Genesis 2:7). structed Suez Canal (1869). Otto von Bismarck of Germany,

God gave Abram a name—Abraham (Genesis 17:5)—that  the “iron chancellor,” aptly described the passageway as the
connoted his fatherhood—"father of a multitude” (verses4-  spinal cord of the British Empire.

6). Solomon, whose name derives from
the Hebrew root word for “peace,”
presided over one of the most peaceful
periods in Israelite history (1 Kings 4:24).

Is it so strange to think that God might
still provide us similar signposts along the
way through our history? (Malachi 3:6).
One possible example of this is in the
development of the British Empire and a
remarkable man named Benjamin Disraeli
(1804-1881).

This son of a Jewish family that had
converted to Christianity rose to the pin-
nacle of British political life and served
twice as prime minister (1868 and 1874-
1880). Historians sometimes describe him
as the "maestro of empire,” the British
statesman who gave the late-19th-century
British Empire a renewed emotional force.

During Disraeli’s second administration
England underwent a revival of interest in

The next and perhaps most grandiose
expression of Disraeli's imperial policies
was in connection with the linchpin of
the Empire, India itself. On May 1, 1876,
Disraeli saw that the Royal Titles Bill
made Queen Victoria empress of India. In
January of the next year, with fanfare
and ceremony, the viceroy of India pro-
nounced Victoria empress at a grand cel-
ebration in her honor. Later that same
year Disraeli annexed the mineral-rich
Transvaal in South Africa. Three years
later, at the Congress of Berlin, he
acquired the strategic outpost of Cyprus
in the Mediterranean.

In a remarkable coincidence one

of the chief architects of the British

Benjamin Disraeli, a Jewish prime Empire, Benjamin Disraeli, literally bears
minister of Britain, was a major archi- the name of Israel. Or is it coincidence?

tect of the expansion of the empire. Given what we know about the promises
to Jacob’s end-time descendants and the

empire and territorial expansion. Acting boldly and with  timing of the issuance of the physical, materia and national
remarkable independence, Disraeli paid nearly four million  promises to Abraham, the name Disraeli reads more like a
pounds—money borrowed from the Bank of Rothschild with  providential signpost.
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laborersthat were needed to disseminate
biblica knowledgeto all nations.

whole world—the knowledge of what
He expects of them spiritualy. He has
accurately preserved thisknowledgein
the Bible, and today that knowledgeis
availableto anyonewilling to read it—

approved the publication of what has
become known as the King James \er -
son of the Bible. Itstrandators, by order
of King James, produced it fromits
origind languages by alarge team of

The Bible's role in society and law
Biblica principleseven becamethe

i

Over the past three centuries God has granted the physical
birthright blessings of Ephraim and Manasseh to their mod-
ern descendants—the people of Britain and the United States.

Photos: Corbis Digital Stock except New York, Honolulu and Hong Kong, © 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc.

whether ethnically |sradlite or gentile.

God makes His Word available

The British and American people
have been the instruments used to spread
God'sWord to most of the known world.
Although we often teke the Biblefor
granted, and many U.S. and British
homes now have severd copies, it wasn't
awaysthisway.

For many centuriesvirtualy the only
copiesavailable outside of the origina
languages werein Latin, with the Roman
Cathalic Church tightly controlling the

Honolulu, United States

common peopl€'s accessto the Scrip-
tures. “ Yet it wasin England, so long
deprived of theliving Word, wherethe
battle was fought and won for theright of
the common man to have hisBiblein his
own language” (Neil Lightfoot, How\We
Got the Bible, 1986, p. 76).

After severd attemptsto produce
English-language versionsin the 1500s,
in 1611 the king of England officially

Cape Town, South Africa

Hebrew and Greek scholars. It quickly
gained the reputation of being the most
accurate trandation of the Bible ever

basisfor much of English common law.
English common law inturn heavily influ-
enced American condtitutional and regiond
law. Inthismanner the Biblehashad a
greater influence on the United Statesand
the British Commonweel th nationsthan
onany other peoplein recent centuries.
The Bibleformed the foundation of
these nations’ professed ethical vauesand
mordlity. Lawsthe nations established on

New York City, United States

attempted up to that time.

For dmost 400 yearsit hasremained
the best-known Bible trand ation of the
English-spesking world. It hasbeenthe
mode for Bibletrandationsfor practicaly
al other languages. No single book has
affected the history of the English-spesk-
ing peoplelikethe King JamesBible.

The Bible has since been trandated
into thousands of languages, virtudly

London, England

biblical principlesbecame the basis of

ahuge part of their legal judgments. The

United Statesin particular becamethe

i most biblically oriented nation inthe

| world (with the possible exception of the

modern state of Israel, founded in 1948).
Through the widespread availability of

| theBible, God gave the English-speaking

e -8 peoplesessentia information they

Wia, ana o needed to know what God expected of

every tongue, with the British-descended
people printing and distributing hundreds
of millionsof copiesall over theglobe.
The policiesand resources of America
and Britain have both encouraged and
enabled the true gospel of the Kingdom
of God to be proclaimed around the
world in recent years. They have pro-
vided the climate of religious freedom,
the financia resources and most of the
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them. In addition, many were exposed
to their trueidentity as descendants of

Joseph through his sons Ephraim and

Manasseh (see “Advocates of British-

Israelism,” page 38).

However, God has never forced the
British and American peoplesto accept
their biblicaly ordained role. Like
ancient |srael, He has given them
achoice (Deuteronomy 30:15, 19).

Only asmall proportion of them have
sincerely responded.

Why did dl of this happen? What
purposeis God working out for the last
days? How has He been accomplishing
the essentid elements of Hisplan?

Let'sreview some of the significant
international contributions Britain and
Americahave madeto the modern world.
Then let's compare those to the promises
God made to the descendants of Joseph.

If wefind that the British and Ameri-
can people have received the biblically
predicted benefits and blessings, we then
have further evidence to substantiate that
they areindeed the modern descendants

of Joseph.

Have Britons and Americans
perceived the hand of God?

The expresson“Godisan English-
man” mirrored the views of many people
both in and outsde the British Idesin
the 19th century. What precipitated this
startling point of view?

Britain'sstatusin theworld isonly
ashadow of what it was a century ago.
You might have had difficulty convinc-
ing many people who lived in the 19th
and 20th centuries that God was not
somehow miraculoudy prospering the
politicians, statesmen, diplomats, explor-
ers, generas, admirals, soldiers, archi-
tects, engineers, scientists, inventors,
bankers, businessmen, shopkeepers
and entrepreneurs of the British Ides.

To many observers, bothin and out of
Britain, it appeared that success cameto
the British people whether they even
pursued it—whether they made wise or

foolish choices. It was as though certain
blessings were overtaking them.

It wasthe perceived inevitability of
success that inspired John Robert Seeley,
Cambridge professor of modern history
(1834-1895) and author of The Expan-
sion of England (1884), to make the
famous quip that England acquired her
globe-gpanning empire “in afit of
absence of mind””

The 1800swere certainly Britain's
century. To their own astonishment the
people of thereatively tiny British Ides
found themselves ruling over amighty
empire. Asthe 19th century drew toa
close, the British Empirewas“the largest
empireinthe history of theworld, com-
prisng nearly aquarter of the land mass
of the earth, and aquarter of its popula-
tion” (JamesMorris, Pax Britannica:
The Climax of an Empire, 1968, p. 21).

Yet the empire would continue to
expand. “It continued to grow until 1933,
whenitsareawas 13.9 million square
milesand its population 493 million. . .
The Roman Empirein its prime com-
prised perhaps 120 million peoplein
an areaof 2 million squaremiles. . ”
(ibid., pp. 27, 42).

The British Empire, then, spanned 5%
timestheterritory of the Roman Empire,
with more than four timesthe subjects.
British rule extended over not just ordi-
nary regions but some of the choicest
and most fertileterritories on earth.

Itishardly surprising that educated
people of the day perceived the hand of
God in the process. To them it seemed
too obviousto ignore.

For example, Lord Rosebery, aBritish
foreign secretary (1886, 1892-1894) and
prime minister (1894-1895), spokein
November 1900 to the students of Glas-
gow University about the British Empire:

“How marvelousit dl i Built not
by saintsand anges, but by the work
of men'shands. . . and yet not wholly
human, for the mogt heedless and the most
cynical must seethefinger of the Divine,

“Growing astrees grow, while others

Middle Ages

dept; fed by thefaultsof othersaswell as
the character of our fathers; reaching with
aripple of arestlesstide over tracts, and
idandsand continents, until our little
Britain woke up to find herself the foster-
mother of nations and the source of
united empires. Dowe not hail inthisless
the energy and fortune of aracethan the
supreme direction of the Almighty?’

Inthose more hiblically literate times,
peoplelike Lord Rosebery perceived the
remarkable circumstances of the British
people. God seemed to be blessing them
much as He had promised to blessthe
ancient people of Isradl. Therefore, to
them it hardly seemed outrageousto
regard the British people as chosen of
God. Wastheir perception merely an
expression of human vanity? Or were
they truly observing the hand of God
blessing their people and nation?

Thebuilders of the British Empire
aspired to weld together a peaceful, pro-
ductive domain ruling over aquarter of
theworld's population. A grest achieve-
ment of British administratorswasthe
establishment and extension of law and
order in Britain's colonid and imperia
territoriesaround the globe. Thisaone
brought untold blessingsto the people
of theseterritories.

This Pax Britannica bequeathed
peaceful conditionsto many regions
formerly plagued by war and long-term
ethnic hogtilities. The British presence
also stimulated territorial economic
development and introduced many
areas to Western technological
advances. British missionaries became
the bearers of biblical literature and
knowledge to people from one end of
the globeto the other. Both physical
and spiritual blessings were freely
distributed around the globe.

The British century

Great Britain had not dways been
great. Indeed, most of the rise of both
Britain and the United States came after
1800. Only acouple of centuries before
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In less than a century the young nation added some of the
world's richest farmland and most valuable natural resources.

becoming the world's premier power,
England's status was similar to that of all
the other nationsin Europe.

The Hapsburg Holy Roman emperor,
CharlesV, characterized the relative place
of England among European nationson
the eve of the 16th century. Heissaid to
have remarked, “| gpesk Latin to God,
Italian to musicians, Spanishto ladies,
French a court, German to servants, and
English to my horses”

How did such areversad of fortune and
prestige for al things English occur over
the next 200 years?

Theindustrial and economic growth
of the Anglo-American world began
to crescendo in the middleto late 18th
century. Economic historians argue
about the point at which the industrial-
ization process reached critical mass.
But, generally speaking, the earliest

Settlers arre
in Armeric
Spanish Armada (16200
dectmyed [ 1582)

datesthey suggest are the 1750s and the
|atest around 1800.

Britain aso experienced apopulation
explosion beginning during that same
period. Historian Colin Cross notesthat
“one of the unexplained mysteries of
socid history isthe explosionin the
size of the population of Great Britain
between 1750 and 1850. For generations
the British population had been stetic,
or risng only very dightly. Theninthe
space of acentury it amost trebled—
from 7.7 millionin 1750 to 20.7 million
in 1850. . . Britain was adynamic coun-
try and one of the marks of itsdynamism
wasthe population explosion” (Fall of the
British Empire, 1969, p. 155).

Thiswindow of time seemsto be
directly related to Joseph’s exiled
descendants recelving the promised
birthright blessings. Although historians

have wondered why the industria
revolution didn’t begin at some earlier
point in history, this divine blessing may
help explain why the gigantic increases
inindustrial capacity expanded so
dramatically when they did.

TheBiblerevealsthat Godisin
control of events and works them out
according to His plan and timetable
(Isaiah 46:9-10). Helong ago made
known, through the patriarch Jacob, that
Joseph’s descendants would receive the
birthright promisesin “the last days’
(Genesis49:1, 22-26).

Other hiblically prophesied troubles
distinguish our modern age asthe last
daysleading into the events prophesied
in Matthew 24 and the book of Revela-
tion. They confirm that the fulfillment of
God's promisesto Abraham concerning
the last days has been taking place.
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(For greater understanding of end-time
prophecy, request your free copy of the
booklet AreWe Living in the Time of the
End? from our office nearest you or the
literature library of our Web site at
WWW.gnmagazine.org.)

Theyear 1776 wasalandmark date.
By that year the Seam enginewasin prac-
tica use, and within another decade—just
afew years before the French Revolution
of 1789 significantly dowed industria
development in France—it becamea
commercia success.

That same year American colonists
declared their independence. This sepa-
ration of the United States from Britain
accomplished the prophecy that

Manasseh and Ephraim would be sepa-
rate peoples—one agreat nation and the
other “amultitude of nations’ (Genesis
48:16, 19).

Another mgjor event occurred about
the sametime. A Scottish University of
Glasgow professor of mora philosophy,
Adam Smith, published Wealth of
Nations, which becametheintellectual
and philosophical support for England's
devel oping what has since become
known asthe capitalist economy. The
capitdist system soon began to propel
the Western world in generd, and the
British economy in particular, to
unprecedented heights.

Though British diplomatsand

statesmen may have lacked agrand
design for the congtruction of their
empire, it becamethelargest and most
beneficent empirein the history of
mankind. Little wonder that historians
describe the 1800s as the British century.

American nationhood blossoms

Thewars between France and England
that culminated with the British victory
over Nagpoleon at Waterloo in 1815 had
anindirect influence on Americasrise
to greatness. Napoleon’s need for ready
cash to pay for the costs of impending
war with England led him to sell France's
vast American territoriesto the United
States as the L ouisiana Purchase.

Advocates of British-Israelism

he prosperity of Britain and the United States in the 19th

and 20th centuries fueled the popular belief that the
British and American peoples are in fact the descendants of
the lost 10 tribes. This movement came to be popularly
known as British-Israelism.

In the United States, where the idea of “manifest
destiny”—the belief that it was the nation’s destiny to
expand from shore to shore—was already firmly en-
trenched, advocates of British-Israelism promoted the bib-
lical explanation for the nation’s unexplained growth and
prosperity. Britain and the United States, they concluded,
were recipients of the unconditional birthright of Joseph.

In recent times some have associated British-Israelism with
the modern negative connotations of imperialism. Critics
even allege that those who embraced this reasoning were
only seeking a salve for their conscience to justify their impe-
rialist tendencies. Such accusation, however, is simply not in
keeping with the thinking of the 19th century. Those who
project today’s political sensitivities on a past audience that
viewed the world far differently are incorrect and unfair in
their assessment.

In the mid-19th century British subjects did not perceive
imperialism as negative. They viewed it as a magnanimous
gesture—that they were extending the blessings that had
made their nation great to less-fortunate peoples around the
globe. Indeed the British Empire provided many blessings to
the peoples who became part of the empire.

Another criticism—this one accurate—aimed at British-
Israel advocates is that some of their proponents incorpo-
rated racism into their beliefs. Prejudicial racist views have
tarnished their reasoning, thus discrediting the historical
aspects of their teachings. This is both regrettable and bib-
lically unacceptable. Racial bigotry is most definitely not
what the Bible teaches. God is not the author of such a
point of view. He loves all people and commands us to do
the same. The central issues we need to consider are
whether many of the descendants of the 10 tribes of Israel
reside in the British-descended nations today and, if so,
what God expects of them.

Focusing on the biblical promises, some scholars have
undertaken extensive research to advance the knowledge

that God's promised blessings to Abraham’s descendants have
largely been fulfilled in the British and American peoples.
Although many have contributed to the basic research, here
are a few people who have made significant contributions to
the advancement of this area of study.

John Wilson, Anglican layman from Cheltenham, England,
published Our Israelitish Origin in 1840. This work was the first
full-blown thesis connecting the Anglo-Saxons to ancient
Israel. Wilson drew on the best of contemporary scholarship
and methodology. He made particular use of the work of
Sharon Turner (1768-1847), a monumental figure in British
historiography whose multivolume work, The History of the
Anglo-Saxons, traces the Anglo-Saxons back through Europe
to the Balkan countries and ultimately to the Crimea and Cau-
casus Mountains—exactly what we would expect according
to 2 Kings 17:6 and 1 Chronicles 5:26.

Edward Hine, a banker and successor of Wilson, wrote
Forty-Seven Identifications of the British Nation With Lost
Israel (1871). Hine claimed to have addressed five million
people on this topic during his lecture-circuit career.

John Harden Allen, Methodist minister from the U.S.
Pacific Northwest, wrote Judah’s Sceptre and Joseph’s
Birthright (1917).

T. Rosling Howlett, Baptist minister, had pastorates in New
York City, Washington and Philadelphia.

Charles Piazzi Smyth (1819-1900) was the royal astron-
omer of Scotland and emeritus professor of astronomy at
Edinburgh University.

Col. John Cox Gawler (1830-1882) was the keeper of the
British crown jewels.

Herbert Armstrong (1892-1986), founder and chancellor
of Ambassador University, wrote The United States and
British Commonwealth in Prophecy, published in several
editions until 1986.

Steven Collins wrote The “Lost” Ten Tribes of Israel . . .
Found! (1992).

Yair Davidy authored The Tribes: The Israelite Origins of
Western Peoples (1993), Ephraim (1995) and Lost Israelite
Identity (1996).

John Ogwyn, minister of the Living Church of God, wrote
What's Ahead for America and Britain? (1999).
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A great nation and a multitude of nations: This ancient proph-
ecy perfectly fits the United States and British Commonwealth.
At the peak of their possessions, the British and American peo-

ples controlled vast swaths of the world’s most fertile farmlands
and mineral-producing areas as well as strategic passages and
ports controlling crucial military and trade routes.

The acquisition of the Louisiana
territory in 1803 gave the American
republic instant world-power status. The
young country bought 828,000 square
miles of the most fertile farmland in the
world—the American Midwest—for
lessthan 3 cents per acre! Overnight
the size of the United States doubled,
immeasurably strengthening the

The Panama Canal, allowing quick pas-
sage between the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans, was long one of the United
States’ most vital strategic sea gates.

nation materially and strategically.

After that 1803 transaction the country
expanded acrossthe continent in lessthan
ageneration, adding huge swaths of terri-
tory with vast natural resources. In 1867
the United States added amost 600,000
more square mileswhen it purchased
Alaskafrom Russiafor $7.2 million—
about 2 cents per acre.

Although no oneredlized it a thetime,
these grest untapped blessingswould
alow America'scitizensto |lead theworld
in per-capitawedth in the next century.
Though detractors openly ridiculed the
purchase of Alaskaat thetime, income
from its resources—timber, mineras, oil
and the like—today amountsto tens of
billions of dollarseach year.

A commonwealth of nations

The other fulfillment of Jacob’s pre-
diction—that Ephraim would become
“amultitude of nations’ (Genesis48:19)
—also dowly but quickly picked up
steam. It began asaresult of Britain'svic-
tory over Francein 1815. By the end of
the Napoleonic Warsthe Roya Navy
ruled the oceans.

The British economy, stimulated by
this conflict, emerged with unparalleled
economic supremacy. The French bid
for world hegemony—more or less

continual sincethe days of Louis X1V
(1643-1715) and the opening rounds

of the Second Hundred Years War—had
decisively failed.

Britain found hersdlf freeand in pos-
session of the necessary poalitical, eco-
nomic and military power to build an
empire that soon extended around the
world. Asmodern Manasseh (the United
States) began to build anation that would
soon extend from seato shining sea,
Ephraim (Britain) fell heir tolands
around the world.

The British built an empire on which
the sun never set. Itsimperial structure
was almost infinitein its diversity, com-
prised asit was of people from virtually
every ethnic group and governed by
means as centralized asthergj (British
rule) in Indiaor the British agent-
genera’s officein Egypt or asindepen-
dent as the dominion status granted to
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa

From aphysica point of view, much
of the Anglo-American dominance dur-
ing the past two centuries came from the
blessing of favorable geography and cli-
mate and the seemingly endless supply
of natura resources accumulated during
thistime.

British territorieswere concentrated in
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The Bible In British and American History

hen King James of England commissioned the transla-

tion of the Bible into English from its original lan-
guages, the massive undertaking was accomplished by a
large committee of scholars representing the best interpre-
tative skills then available. For almost 400 years this monu-
mental work, completed in 1611, has been recognized as one
of the premier translations ever undertaken. Although the
Bible has been translated into almost every language, this
English version remains the most influential of all.

Why is it that the Bible has been so predominant in Britain
and the United States?

The Dictionary of Cultural Literacy notes that the Bible is
“the most widely known book in the English-speaking world
... No one in the English-speaking world can be considered
literate without a basic knowledge of the Bible” (Hirsch, Kett
and Trefil, 1988, p. 1). In Britain it was rated as one of the top
50 most-interesting books. In the United States it is perenni-
ally a best seller and the single book that Americans say has
most influenced their lives.

The Bible is quoted by people of all walks of life including
statesmen, politicians, philosophers, poets and even astro-
nauts. Here are a few comments from some respected leaders:

in its entirety once a year” (John Quincy Adams).

¢ “Athorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than
a college education” (Theodore Roosevelt).

¢ “If we abide by the principles taught by the Bible, our
country will go on prospering” (Daniel Webster).

¢ “| believe the Bible is the best gift that God has ever
given to man. All the good from the Savior of the world is
communicated to us through this Book. | have been driven
many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction
that | had nowhere else to go” (Abraham Lincoln).

¢ “Itis impossible to rightly govern the world without God
and the Bible” (George Washington).

¢ "The Bible is the rock on which our republic rests”
(Andrew Jackson).

e “We reject with scorn all these learned and labored
myths that Moses was but a legendary figure. We believe
that the most scientific view, the most up-to-date and ratio-
nalistic conception, will find its fullest satisfaction in taking
the Bible story literally” (Winston Churchill).

Is it possible that the Bible so influenced the people of
Britain and the United States because this book is their history
book? Significantly, it tells not only the story of their distant
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ancestors but also their future.

the most productive regions of the tem-
perate zone. An abundant and dependable
food supply enabled them to support
steady population growth from the 18th
through much of the 20th centuries. Cer-
tainly the modern descendants of Joseph
have been a“fruitful bough” (Genesis
49:22-25; seealso Leviticus 26:9;
Deuteronomy 6:3; 7:13-14; 28:4-5).

The British and American peoples
inherited atreasure trove of natural
resources. What the British lacked within
their own ides, they drew from an empire
encircling the globe. Americansfound
everything necessary for national eco-
nomic greatness—vast expanses of fertile
s0il; seemingly endlessforests; gold, sil-
ver and other precious metalswaiting to
be mined; and massiveiron ore, cod,
petroleum and other mineral deposits—
within the confines of the continental
United States and even morein Alaska.

Both peoples possessed “the best
things of the ancient mountains’—the
“preciousthings of the everlasting hills’
and “the precious things of the earth and
itsfullness’ within the territories they
exclusively controlled (Deuteronomy
8:9;28:1, 6, 8, 13; 33:13-17).

The world’s military
and commercial gateways

God's promiseto Abraham included
another provision: “. . . Your descendants

shall possessthe gate of their enemies’
(Genesis22:17). Inthis context gate
means a strategic passageway control-
ling commerce or military accessfor a
region. Examples of strategic gatesare
the Straits of Gibraltar and the Suez and
Panama canals.

Itisafact of history that Great Britain
and the United States gained control of
the mgjority of the world’'s most impor-
tant land and sea gates (see map on page
39). These have been critica to their
economic and military dominancein the
19th and 20th centuries. Let’s consider
how Joseph’s descendants acquired the
three crucia seagates mentioned above.

Thefirst exampletook place asaresult
of theWar of the Spanish Succession
(1701-1714). The Spanish king, Charles
11 (1661-1700), had no children. The
absence of an heir led to acontroversy
over succession to the Spanish throne.
For atimeit appeared the matter could
be peaceably resolved. However, when
Charles designated Philippe d Anjou,
the grandson of French King Louis X1V,
as his successor, he destabilized the
European balance of power.

Charles decison confirmed theworst
fears of fellow European statesmen con-
cerning French intentions. At Versailles
the Spanish ambassador, knedling before
the new king—now PhilipV of Spain—
was heard to murmur, “ Il N’y pasde
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Pyrenees’ —there are no more Pyrenees.
Heimplied that theking'sascension
amounted to the union of Franceand
Spain. But England’s growing dominance
prevented thisfrom coming to pass.

In 1701 England, at war with France,
was determined to restore afavorable
balance of power in Europe. England
succeeded, and the French bid to domi-
nate the Continent failed. Infact, England
emerged from the conflict with the largest
European navy and her statusasamajor
power confirmed.

Asaresult of thewar England
acquired Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,
the Hudson Bay territory, Minorcaand,
most important, Gibraltar, an indispens-
ableinternational seagete. Her pos-
session of Gibratar meant that she
controlled the entry and exit to the
Mediterranean Sea. These acquisitions
were part of theterms of settlement of
the Peace of Utrecht, April 11, 1713.

Morethan acentury and ahalf later
the British gained direct control of
another critical seagate at the other end
of the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal.
The British remained at Suez for nearly
three quarters of acentury. This 100-mile
man-made passage between the Mediter-
ranean and Red seas haslong been one
of theworld’s most heavily used shipping
lanes, diminating the long and arduous
trip around the southern tip of Africa. In



accordance with the biblical prophecy,
God gavethis seagateto the British
people—the modern descendants of
Ephraim, son of Joseph.

A third criticd seagate acquired by
Joseph'’s descendants was the Panama
Candl. Like Thomas Jefferson’s purchase
of the Louisanaterritory or Benjamin
Disradli’sacquisition of Suez Canal stock
(see“Benjamin Disragli: Maestro of
Empire” page 34), American president
Theodore Roosevelt took stepsto secure
Panamawith bold decisiveness but ques-
tionablelegality. About his presumption
Roosevelt remarked, “1 took the Isthmus,
started the Canal, and then | eft Congress
—not to debate the Canal, but to debate
me” (Roger Butterfield, The American
Past, 1966, p. 323).

A blessing to other nations

Theriseto greatness of Britain and the
United States was nothing short of aston-
ishing. Says historian JamesMorris: “Dur-
ingthe. .. yearsof QueenVictoriasreign
[1837-1901] the Empire had grown by
morethan ten times, from ascatter of dis-
regarded possessonsto aquarter of the
land massof theearth . . . It had changed
theface of the continentswith itscities, its
rallways, itschurches, . . . andit had
changed the manner of life of entire peo-
ples, stamping its own values upon civi-
lizationsfrom the Creeto the Burmese,
besides creating severd fully-fledged new
nations of its own. There had never been
such an Empiresince history began ..
(Heaven's Command: An Imperial
Progress, 1973, p. 539, emphasis added).

Morrisadds. “ 1t was not merely the
right of the British to rule aquarter of the
world, so theimperidiststhought, it was
actualy their duty . . . They would so dis-
tribute across the earth their own meth-
ods, principlesand libera traditionsthat
the future of mankind would be reshaped.
Justice would be established, miseries
relieved, ignorant savages enlightened,
al by the agency of British power and
money” (Pax Britannica, p. 26, emphasis
added). God was using the English-
speaking peopleto introduce anew set of
standards and individua freedomsto the
rest of mankind.

The British proved to be able adminis-
tratorswho dramatically improved the
infrastructure and standard of livingin
the countriesthey governed. Although all
aspects of their administration were not
aways carried out asjustly and equitably

asthey should have been, God's prophe-
sed intent was accomplished. The sons
of Joseph led the world into an eraof
unprecedented knowledge, prosperity
and technologica advancement. For the
first imethe Bible, plushiblicaly ori-
ented reference works and publications,
began to be distributed globally.

The United States, after pursuing an
isolationist policy for many years, was
eventudly forced by eventsbeyond her
control to also tekealarger roleinworld
affairs—becoming theinternationa
modd for freedom and individud rights.
Attacked by Japanin 1941, anill-prepared
United States suddenly found itself at war
with theAxis powers. It quickly geared up
itsindustrial might, already harnessed to
someextent inthe early years of thewar
toadBritan.

The United States emerged from
World War 11 asthe most powerful
nation in theworld. But, rather than
using its strength to dominate and
oppress the weaker nations of a shattered
world, Americaset out to rebuild its
defeated enemies—exhibiting acompas-
son that isindeed rarein the annals of
international affairs.

From 1945 through 1952 the United
States channeled $24 hillion ($150 billion
in today’s dollars) to the cause of res-
cuing and rebuilding Europe, including
Germany. In Japan the United States
governed the country for severa years,
rebuilding it and setting it back onits
feet. In recent years both of these former
enemy nations have emerged as global
€C0N0MmiC powers.

Since then both the United States and
Britain have funneled many morebillions
inforeign ad to other countries. Theseare
some of theways Britain and the United
States have been ablessing to the nations
of theworld. Along with those blessings,
however, have been some misguided
effortsand injudtices. Suchisthelegecy of
grestly blessed nationsthat have neglected
to obey the God who blessed them.

Will Anglo-American
dominance continue?

The 19th and 20th centuries saw
the Anglo-American peoples dominate
world affairs. Will this pattern continue
into the 21t century?

British world dominance haslong
since passed. Thetwo great wars of the
20th century took aterribletoll on Britain
and her people. The conflicts robbed her

of two generations of young men and
drained her economicaly. By theend

of World War 11 the British found them-
selveswith neither the resources nor the
will to preservetheir empire.

After Britain gave Indiaits indepen-
dencein 1947 the British Empire began
to dissolve with dizzying speed. Britain's
supremacy quickly gave placeto Ameri-
can dominance in the second half of the
20th century.

Although American military, economic,
industrial and technical power till reigns
supreme, the spirding mora decay of the
United States does not bode well for the
future. Thebiblically based valueson
which thefounding fathersand American
people built the United States of America
have given way to denid of God and the
samekind of self-serving materidistic
orientation that led to the collapse of the
ancient kingdomsof Israel and Judah.

Without achangein direction and
emphasis, will the outcomefor America
be any different?

Far too many Americans and Britons
have refused to acknowledge God and
Hisblessings. Intheir intellectual and
spiritud arrogance many have chosen
to deny the existence of a Crestor and
accept thefalsereligion of evolution and
its secular-humanist theol ogy.

They prefer to believe that the awe-
some blessings of national wealth and
power are happenstance or the result
of their own efforts. Like ancient | srael
they havefalen into atrap of their own
making, choosing to ignore God'swords
of warning:

“When you have esten and are satis-
fied, praise the Lorp your God for the
good land he has given you. Be careful
that you do not forget the Lorp your
God, failing to observe his commands,
hislaws and his decreesthat | am giving
you thisday.

“Otherwise, when you eat and are
satisfied, when you build fine houses
and settle down, and when your herds
and flocks grow large and your silver
and gold increase and al you haveis
multiplied, then your heart will become
proud and you will forget the Lorp your
God, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of theland of davery” (Deuteronomy
8:10-14, NIV).

Inthe next chapter wewill seewhat is
in store for the United States and Britain.
Likeit or not, what befalsthem will
affect dl of humanity.
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Chapter Six:

From Punishment to Destiny

“How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob,
but he will be saved out of it” (Jeremiah 30:7, NIV).

hough the United Statesand
TBrita'n do not appear inthe Bible's

prophecies of the end time under
their present names, God hasn't ignored
these nations. Heidentifiesthemin
prophecy according to their ancestry.
Most people smply haven’t known
whereto look for them.

Throughout thelong history of the
lost 10 tribes of Isradl, God has always
known who and wherethey were. Just as
He promised to their ancient forefathers,
He has given the modern descendants of
Joseph—yprimarily Britain and the United
States—the family birthright and many
of the earth’s choicest blessings.

These nations have recelved asingu-
lar opportunity to provide leadership
intheworld at large. But what doesthe
Bible say about their future? The answer
is sobering.

Many Bible prophecies portray a
repentant Isragl at the return of Christ.
Its descendants will turn to God and
begin obeying Hislaws—but only after
they have gone through crisesworsein
many ways than the catastrophes that
befell the ancient kingdoms of |srael
and Judah.

The descendants of Isral who findly
repent and turn to God—described in
propheciesasonly a“remnant” of their
previous population (Isaiah 11:11, 16;
Jeremiah 23:3; Ezekiel 6:8)—will
suffer enormoudy during the biblicaly
prophesied time of “great tribulation”
(Matthew 24:21).

Only when they are humbled to the
point of repenting of their sinswill they
be able to fulfill their God-ordained
destiny of serving asablessing to the
nations. Thiswonderful future, how-
ever, will be preceded by the severest
of trials. AsMoses delivered the ancient
| sraelites from Egyptian davery, Jesus
Christis coming to deliver modern
Britain and Americaand the other
| sraelite-descended nations from an
end-of -the-age subjugation by amodern
religiousand politica system called

“Babylon thegreat” (Revelation 17),
centered in Europe.

Thislatter-day deliverance entailsthe
fulfillment of some of the most astound-
ing prophecies of the Bible: “* Therefore
behold, the days are coming, saysthe
Lorp, ‘that it shall no morebesaid, “ The
Lorp liveswho brought up the children
of Israel from the land of Egypt,” but,
“The Lorp liveswho brought up the chil-
dren of Israel from theland of the north
and from all the landswhere He had
driventhem.” For | will bring them back
into their land which | gaveto their
fathers” (Jeremiah 16:14-15).

But why will these calamities come
onthe United States and Britain?

God's expectations of Israel

Infulfillment of Hispromisesto Abra-
ham, 1ssac and Jacob, God established
Israel asanation for the purpose of bring-
ing blessingsto other nations (Deuteron-
omy 9:5; Genesis 12:3). From their
earliest days God expected the | sraglites
to be an exampleto the other nations
around them of the divine blessings that
would be poured out on al who worship
and obey Him (Deuteronomy 4:6; 14:2).

If the Israeliteswould fulfill their part
of their covenant agreement with God,
God said He would make I srael the pre-
mier nation of the world (Deuteronomy
26:19; 28:1, 12-13). But if the |sraelites
disobeyed they would suffer the conse-
quences (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). God
told them other nations would take them
captive (verses 25, 32-33, 36). Even
their punishment wasto be alesson to
other nations: “. . . You shall become an
astonishment, aproverb, and abyword
among al nations where the Lorp will
driveyou” (verse 37).

Thelsraeliteswere supposed to bea
model to other nations of the blessings of
obedience and the pendties of disobedi-
enceto God'singruction. Regardless
of the choicesthey have made, both
anciently and today, thisis till therole
God has given them. And He holdsthem
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responsiblefor the way they respond to
that role.

Nearly 3,500 years ago God told
Isradl: “ Take heed to yourselves, lest you
forget the covenant of the Lorb your God
which He made with you, and make for
yourselvesacarved imagein the form of
anything which the Lorb your God has
forbidden you. For the Lorb your God
isaconsuming fire, ajed ous God.

“When you beget children and grand-
children and have grown old in the land,
act corruptly and make acarved image
intheform of anything, and do evil inthe
sight of the Lorp your God to provoke
Himto anger, | call heaven and earth to
witnessagainst you . . . And the LORD
will scatter you among the peoples, and
you will beleft few in number among the
nations wherethe Lorb will drive you”
(Deuteronomy 4:23-27).

Israel’s descendants fail
in their responsibilities

With the restoration of Joseph’s
birthright promisesto his descendants,
Britain and the United States, the people
of these nations have enjoyed unprece-
dented prosperity. Once again, liketheir
forefathers, they have had the opportunity
tobea“holy” people, an example of
righteousness to other nations.

Britain had the opportunity to spread
ethical, godly civilization to much of the
world. At the height of their empire, the
British peopletook the Bibleinto far-
flung corners of the earth. Yet today reli-
gionisroutingly ridiculed in Britain's
national news and entertainment media,
and Chritianity isfoundering. Many
church buildings have been shuttered and
locked because people no longer atend.
A large mgjority of the British people
showslittle or no interest in the teachings
of theBible.

Similarly, the United Stateswas
founded through leaders who for the
most part held great respect for the
Bible. Although officialy favoring no
single religion, the country soon became



recognized asthe leading Christian
nation in theworld.

But in recent times alarge portion
of the nation has likewise ignored the
teachings of the Bible. Paradoxically, the
United Statesis one of the most prosper-
ous nations of theworld and one of the
most immoral. It has one of theworst
rates of crimeand violence of al nations.

Asinancient Isradl (Jeremiah 5:7-9),
immorality runsrampant in the United
States and the nations that once formed
the British Empire. The number of bro-
ken homes and fatherless households has
continued to skyrocket even as nationa
prosperity hasincreased. Illegitimacy, the
abortions of millions of innocent babies
and epidemics of sexualy transmitted
diseases are the hdlmarks of adeazy,
if-it-feels-good-do-it morality.

Millions seek escapein acohol and
illegal drugs. Crude and violent enter-
tainment dominates the airwaves. Filth
passesfor culture. Millions of people
livein fear of becoming victims of crime
or random violence. Many citiesare
cesspools of crime, gang violence,
poverty, illiteracy and illegitimacy.
Greed and materialism have become
the nationa religion in countries that
have long prided themselves on being
“Christian” nations.

Among the most serioussins of the
ancient house of Israel wereidolatry and
Sabbath breaking, by which Isragl aban-
doned any regular pattern of hearing and
learning more about God'sWord.

Noticewhat God said through the
prophet Ezekidl after Isradl fell into cap-
tivity: “Moreover | dso gavethem My
Sabbaths, to be asign between them and
Me, that they might know that | amthe
Loro who sanctifiesthem. Yet the house
of Isradl rebelled againgt Meinthe
wilderness; they did not walk in My
statutes; they despised My judgments,
which, if aman does, heshdl live by
them; and they gresetly defiled My Sab-
baths. . . They despised My judgments
and did not walk in My statutes, but pro-
faned My Sabbaths; for their heart went
after their idols” (Ezekidl 20:12-13, 16).

Asaresult they began to believe that
onereligiousbelief or practice wasno
better than another—that they could
changetherulesof lifeasthey pleased.
Because of these beliefsand their sins,
God allowed them to go into captivity.

The sameistruetoday. Although
many people observereligious holidays,
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these holidays generdly have nothing to
do with the worship of the true God but
arerooted in ancient idolatry. In many
waysthe sinsof peopletoday areidenti-
cd tothose of ancient Isragl. (To better
understand the true origins of many of

“We have become
. . . too proud to
pray to the God
that made us.”

“\We have been the recipients
of the choicest bounties of heav-
en. We have been preserved these
many years in peace and prosper-
ity. We have grown in numbers,
wealth and power as no other
nation has ever grown.

“But we have forgotten God.
We have forgotten the gracious
Hand which preserved us in
peace, and multiplied and en-
riched and strengthened us; and
we have vainly imagined, in the
deceitfulness of our hearts, that
all these blessings were produced
by some superior wisdom and
virtue of our own.

“Intoxicated with unbroken
success, we have become too self-
sufficient to feel the necessity of
redeeming and preserving grace,
too proud to pray to the God that
made us.”—Abraham Lincoln,

U.S. president 1861-1865.

today’s most popular holidays, be sure
to request your free copy of the booklet
Holidaysor Holy Days: Does It Matter
Which DaysWe Keep?)

Thewords of the prophet Hoseaare
achillingly accurate description of the
United States and Britain: “Hear theword
of the Lorp, you children of Isradl, for the
LorD brings acharge against theinhabi-
tants of theland: ‘ Thereisno truth or

mercy or knowledge of God in theland.
By swearing and lying, killing and stedl-
ing and committing adultery, they break
al regtraint, with bloodshed upon blood-
shed. Therefore the land will mourn. . .
“*My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge. . . The morethey increased,
the morethey sinned against Me. . . They
set their heart ontheir iniquity . . . So
I will punish them for their ways, and
reward them for their deeds ” (Hosea
4:1-3, 6-9). Just as God punished ancient
Israel for itssins, He plansto punishits
modern descendantsfor their persistent
disobedience.

God remains the same

God does not change (Maachi 3:6).
He responds congistently and impartialy
to human behavior. He blesses for obedi-
ence and punishesfor disobedience. The
modern descendants of Israel should not
ignore Histimelesswarnings.

At the beginning of Israel’s history as
anation, God inspired Mosesto write:
“Behold, | set beforeyou today ablessing
and acurse: theblessing, if you obey the
commandments of the Lorp your God
which | command you today; and the
cursg, if you do not obey the command-
ments of the Lorp your God, but turn
aside from theway which I command
you today, to go after other godswhich
you have not known” (Deuteronomy
11:26-28).

Likewise He explained His purpose
and planfor Isradl asanation: “Also
today the LorD has proclaimed you to
be His specid people. . . Hewill set
you high above dl nationswhich He has
made, in praise, in name, and in honor,
and that you may be a holy peopleto the
Lorp your God, just as He has spoken”
(Deuteronomy 26:18-19). Theseare
exactly the blessings and opportunities
He has given to Britain and America, the
modern descendants of Joseph.

So what lies ahead for these nations?
What punishment will they have to suffer
for choosing theways of snwhileturn-
ing their backs on the opportunities that
God has given them?

The time of Jacob's trouble

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the
house of Judah in hisday, the sixth
century B.C., when Judah faced God's
chastening at the hands of the Babylon-
ian Empire. But Jeremiah dso prophe-
Sed to the house of | srael—which God
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had punished and sent into captivity
more than a century before he was born.
Jeremiah wrote of atime of national
troublethat is yet ahead for the modern
descendants of the lost 10 tribes of Isradl.

Notice their condition when Christ
returns. “‘ For behold, the days are com-
ing, saysthe Lorp, ‘that | will bring
back from captivity My people lsragl and
Judah . .. And | will causethem to return
totheland that | gaveto their fathers, and
they shall possessit’” (Jeremiah 30:3).

Then Jeremiah describeswhy God
will haveto intervene and save modern
Igradlites. “ ‘Alas! For that day isgreat,
sothat noneislikeit; and it isthetime of
Jacob'strouble, but he shall be saved out
of it. For it shall cometo passinthat day,
saysthe Lorp of hogts, ‘that | will break
hisyoke from your neck, and will burst
your bonds, foreigners shal no more
endavethem’” (verses 7-8). Notice that
the“yoke” and “bonds’ that endave the
descendants of Jacob are placed onthem
by “foreigners’—enemy nations.

Itisout of thisforeign domination and
endavement that Christ will deliver them
at His second coming. Thiswill bethe
timewhen King David and Chrigt’s 12
aposties—aong with all therest of God's
saints—will be resurrected to begin rul-
ing with Christ over arestored |srael in
the Kingdom of God (Ezekiel 37:24;
Matthew 19:28).

Jeremiah, il speaking of theend
time, continues: “‘ But they shall servethe
Lorb their God, and David their king,
whom | will raise up for them. Therefore
do not fear, O My servant Jacob,’ says

the Lorp, ‘nor be dismayed, O Igrad;
for behold, | will saveyou from afar, and
your seed fromtheland of their captivity.
Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet,
and no one shall make him afraid. For
| amwith you, saysthe Lorb, ‘to save
you; though | make afull end of dl
nationswhere | have scattered you, yet
| will not make acompleteend of you'”
(Jeremiah 30:9-11).

TheBible givesmost of the prophe-
ciesrelating to thistimeof troublein
the context of how God plansto deliver
the | sralites after He again punishes
them. When Christ returnsto begin the
“restoration of al things, which God
has spoken by the mouth of al Hisholy
prophets since the world began” (Acts
3:21), the modern descendants of Jacob
will again bein astate of captivity. This
meansthat Jacob’s“time of trouble’ in
thelast days, as Jeremiah predicted, will
indeed be severe.

Unparalleled trouble—and deliverance

Danid says. “At that time Michael
shdl stand up, the gresat prince who stands
watch over the sons of your people; and
there shdl be atime of trouble, such as
never was sincethere was anation, even
to thet time. And at that time your people
shall beddivered .. (Danid 12:1).

Why will God alow thistime of trou-
ble? Through the prophet Zephaniah God
speaks of Hisanger a the hardness of
heart of the nationsin thelast days. He
says. “| have decided to assemblethe
nations, to gather the kingdomsand to
pour out my wrath on them—all my

fierce anger. Thewhole world will be
consumed by thefire of my jedlous
anger” (Zephaniah 3:8, NIV). Hewill
Spare no nation, no people.

Though dl nations areto suffer His
wrath, God explains explicitly why He
will punish the Isradlites at that time.
During their time of nationd catastrophe
thosewho refuseto listen to God'swarn-
ing and repent will perish. Only those
who hear and heed God'swarning before
and during thistime of globa vengeance
will find mercy.

Notice Zephaniah’swords: “In that
day ... will take away fromyour midst
thosewho rgoicein your pride, and you
shall nolonger be haughty in My holy
mountain. | will leavein your midst a
meek and humble people, and they shdl
trust in the name of the Lorob.

“Theremnant of Isradl shall dono
unrighteousness and spesk no lies, nor
shdl adeceitful tongue befound in their
mouth; for they shall feed their flocksand
liedown, and no one shall makethem
afraid. Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shot,
Olgad! Beglad and rgjoicewith al your
heart, O daughter of Jerusdem! The LorD
has taken away your judgments, He has
cast out your enemy. TheKing of Israd,
the LorD, isinyour midst; you shall see
disaster nomore” (verses11-15).

The modern descendants of |srael will
haveto endure thisterrible period of pun-
ishment and captivity for not repenting
of their sinsand taking serioudly therole
God has given them. Even the Jewish
peoplein Jerusalem and the modern state
of Israel will not escape this captivity and

Dual Fulfillment in Bible Prophecy

M any prophecies in the Bible are dual. In such cases a
prophet speaks under inspiration of God and a first ful-
fillment of the prophecy comes to pass. Then, later, often at
the end of the age before the return of Christ, comes a final,
ultimate fulfillment.

An excellent example of duality is found in a prediction
Joel made about the Holy Spirit: “And it shall come to pass
afterward that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also on My
menservants and on My maidservants | will pour out My
Spirit in those days.

“And | will show wonders in the heavens and in the
earth: blood and fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before
the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lorp . . .
| will also gather all nations, and bring them down to
the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and | will enter into judgment

with them there . . .” (Joel 2:28-3:2).

God inspired the apostle Peter to quote from this passage
to describe events on the Day of Pentecost, when God
founded the Church after Jesus' resurrection (Acts 2:14-21).
Miraculous manifestations of God's power through the Holy
Spirit did indeed occur then (verses 1-13). But these were only
the first fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. The ultimate fulfill-
ment will come at the time of the end and will involve,
among other things, the gathering of the nations to God's
judgment in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. This did not occur on
the Day of Pentecost. So we see that prophecies can be dual.

In a similar fashion, God inspired many other prophecies
with dual meanings. They applied as warnings to the Israel-
ites at that time and as warnings to the modern descendants
of those same people. The people of Britain, the United
States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand and the nations
of northwest Europe who represent these people today
would do well to heed these warnings.
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punishment that isto occur shortly before
Chrigt returns:

“Behold, the day of the Lorp iscom-
ing. .. For | will gather dl the nationsto
battle against Jerusalem . . . Half of the
city shall go into captivity, but the rem-
nant of the people shall not be cut off
fromthe city. Then the Lorp will go forth
and fight againgt those nations, asHe
fightsin the day of battle” (Zechariah
14:1-3). The next few versesthen describe
the return of Chrigt, establishing thet this
captivity occurs at thetime of theend.

Ezekiel's warnings for us

Like Jeremiah, the priest Ezekiel
prophesied long after the ancient king-
dom of Israel had been crushed and its
people taken away in the Assyrian captiv-
ity. King Nebuchadnezzar’'s conquering
Babylonian armies hed forcibly removed
from theland of Judah thisyoung Jewish
exile, Ezekie, and thousands of his coun-
trymen some 130 years after the destruc-
tion of the northern kingdom of Israel.

Ezekiel’'s mission and message could
not have been for the ancient kingdom of
Israel. That kingdom had long since van-
ished. God had dready banished its peo-
pleinto aforeignland inthefar reaches
of the Assyrian Empire hundreds of miles
from Ezekidl’s place of exilein Babylon.
If God were using Ezekiel to warn the
ancient kingdom of |srael, Hewasmore
than a century too late!

No doubt Ezekid directed some of
his message toward the nation of Judah,
which a that timewas going into captivity.
But parts of His message were unmistek-
ably directed to the* whole house of
lgrad” —all 12 tribes—and are gpplicable
tothetimeof theend (Ezekid 39:25; 45:6).

What was God's message for the
“whole house of Isradl” through the
prophet Ezekiel ?* Son of man, thisis
what the Sovereign Lorp saysto theland
of Israel: The end! The end has come
upon the four corners of theland. The end
isnow upon you and | will unleash my
anger against you. | will judgeyou
according to your conduct and repay you
for al your detestable practices. | will not
look on you with pity or spare you; | will
surely repay you for your conduct and the
detestable practicesamong you. Then
youwill know that | antheLorp . . .

“When terror comes, they will seek
peace, but therewill benone. . . | will
deal with themaccording to their conduct,
and by their own standards | will judge

them. Then they will know that | am the
Lorp” (Ezekid 7:2-4, 25,27, NIV).

The book of Ezekid contains many
smilar warningsthat apply to the modern
descendants of al Israelites—both from
the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. God condemns the rampant
immorality, corruption, greed, violence
and oppression of the defensdessby
the modern descendants of the 12 tribes
of Israel. He abhorsthe fact that they
have defiled themsalves with false gods,
despised His holy things and profaned
His Sabbaths (Ezekiedl 22:7-13).

Because of thismora degeneracy God
alsosays “I will scatter you among the
nations, disperse you throughout the
countries, and remove your filthiness
completely from you. You shall defile
yourself inthe sight of the nations; then
you shall know that | amthe Lorp”
(verses 15-16).

God promisesthat Hewill punish
or spare each individual human being
according to hisattitude and conduct. He
explains: “When therighteous turnsfrom
hisrighteousness and commitsiniquity,
he shall die because of it. But whenthe
wicked turns from hiswickednessand
doeswheat islawful and right, he shdll live
becauseof it. . . | will judge every one of
you according to hisownways’ (Ezekiel
33:18-20).

National downfall and captivity

This devastating punishment will
involve, aswe seein these prophecies,
the national downfall and captivity of
the modern Isradlites. Now let’s examine
some other crisesthe United Statesand
other British-descended peopleswill face
during that time.

Notice the national curses God
included in His covenant with ancient
Israel: “But it shall cometo pass, if you
do not obey the voice of the Lorp your
God. . . that all these curseswill come
upon you and overtake you: Cursed shall
yoube. .. (Deuteronomy 28:15-16).

Thesetimeless cursesfor disobedi-
enceinclude crippling diseases and epi-
demics (verses 21-22, 27, 35, 59-62);
mental illnesses (verse 28); upset
wesather patterns leading to devastating
droughts (verses 23-24) and insect infes-
tationsthat destroy crops (verses 38-40,
42) and bring starvation (verses 53-57);
and, findlly, invasion and captivity
(verses 32-33, 36, 41, 47-52, 64-68).

Leviticus 26:14-39 describes smilar

consequences, while dso noting that God
will “bresk the pride of your power” such
that “you will flee when no one pursues
you” (verses17, 19).

We seem dready to be witnessing the
fulfillment of this prophecy in our time.
Perhaps even more remarkable than the
British Empire’'sriseto greatnesswas
itsrapid dismantling. From an empireon
which the sun never set, Britain haslost
possession after possession. Most of
the nations that once formed the British
Empire are now independent, no longer
subject to Britishrule.

The United States, which emerged
fromWorld Wer 11 astheworld’s preemi-
nent military power, soon wasfighting to
abloody stalematein Koreaand ahumili-
ating defeat inVietnam. Evenin more-
recent wars, such asthosein Kuwait and
Irag and Bosniaand Serbia, in which
Americaachieved her military aims,
U.S. forcesremained bogged down with
costly peacekeeping obligationsand no
easy escape. Only in such overwhelm-
ingly one-sided conflictsasin Grenada
and Panama hasthe United States
emerged asthe clear-cut victor Snce
its stalemate in the Korean Wer.

Even though the United States
remainsthe world's most powerful mili-
tary power by alarge margin, its advan-
tageis greatly undermined by lack of
politica will and the commitment to
decisively winitswars.

In another sign of their decline,
Britain and the United States have lost
many of the strategic sea gatesthey
gained and maintained at great cost.

In recent yearsthey have surrendered
such crucia strategic possessonsas
the Panama Cana and Hong Kong.
No doubt thistrend will continue.

“A time of great distress”

Other propheciesindicatethat the
turmoil prophesied to engulf the United
States, Britain, Austraia, Canada, New
Zedand, South Africaand the democra-
ciesof Northwest Europe will be only
apreludeto atime of tumult and chaos
unlike anything the world has seen.

Describing theterribletime just before
Hisreturn, Jesussaid: “It will beatime of
gresat distress, such asthere has never been
before since the beginning of theworld,
and will never beagain. If that time of
troubleswere not cut short, noliving thing
could survive; but for the sake of God's
chosenit will be cut short” (Matthew
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24:21-22, Revised English Bible).

Only in recent decades has humanity
faced the terrifying prospect of human
annihilation. We have enough nuclear
weapons stockpiled to kill every man,
woman and child many times over. Some
nations—including terrorist states—have
the meansto lay waste entire countries
with chemical or biologica weapons.
Many Bible prophecies serve aseerie
reminders of thekind of carnage such
Weapons can cause.

How devastating will thistime be?
The book of Revelation describes acom-
bination of supernatura and man-mede
catastrophesthat will ravage the earth at
thetime of theend. In one grest disaster
aonefully onethird of earth’s population
—hillions of people—will die (Revela-
tion 9:15, 18). Conditionswill besogrim
that “ men will seek desth and will not
findit; they will desireto die, and death
will fleefromthem” (verse6).

God does not enjoy punishing people.
Through Ezekid He says. “ Say to them:
‘Asl live, saysthe Lord Gop, ‘| have no
plessurein the desth of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn fromhisway and
live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For
why should you die, O house of Isradl ?"”
(Ezekid 33:11).

Regrettably, thisisthe only way many
peoplewill ever be brought to repentance.

Israel restored to greatness

In spite of these grest caamities,
prophecy tellsusthat, after Jesus Christ’s
return to earth to establish the Kingdom
of God, the survivors of thetribes of 1sragl
will experience even greater honor than
they’ve previoudy known. God promises
an unprecedented regathering of Isradl.

“It shall cometo passin that day that
the Lorp shall set Hishand again the sec-
ond timeto recover the remnant of His
peoplewho areleft . . . Hewill setupa
banner for the nations, and will assemble
the outcasts of Isragl, and gather together
the dispersed of Judah fromthe four
cornersof theearth” (Isaiah 11:11-12).

Thosewho return will be atrans-
formed and humbled people. Speaking
of when |srael would go into captivity,
God said: “And there you will serve
gods, the work of men’s hands, wood
and stone, which neither see nor hear
nor eat nor smell. But from there you will
seek the LorD your God, and you will
find Him if you seek Him with all your
heart and with al your soul.

“Whenyou arein digtress, and all
these things come upon you in the latter
days, when you turn to the Lorp your
God and obey Hisvoice (for the LorD
your God isamerciful God), Hewill not
forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget
the covenant of your fatherswhich He
sworeto them” (Deuteronomy 4:28-31).

Noticethat the time setting for this
passageis“thelatter days’ (verse 30).
God knows that when people turn from
obedience to Him they usually must
learn their lesson the hard way. Yet He
isawayswilling to blessthose who turn
from their wicked ways.

Through the prophet Ezekiel, God
saysof thistime: “. . . When the house
of Isradl dwelt intheir own land, they
defiled it by their own waysand deeds. . .
So | scattered them among the nations,
and they were dispersed throughout the
countries; | judged them according to
their ways and their deeds.

“. .. I will take you from among the
nations, gather you out of al countries,
and bring you into your own land. Then
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
you shdl beclean; | will cleanseyou
fromdl your filthinessand from al your
idols. I will give you a new heart and put
anew spirit within you; | will take the
heart of stone out of your flesh and give
you aheart of flesh. | will put My Spirit
within you and cause you towak in My
statutes, and you will kegp My judgments
and do them. Then you shall dwell inthe
land that | gaveto your fathers; you shall
be My people, and | will beyour God”
(Ezekiel 36:17-28).

God never fulfilled this prophecy in
ancient Israel or Judah, since He made
His Spirit available only to asdect few
before He began the New Testament
ChurchinA.D. 31, asrecorded in Acts 2.
Theseevents are yet to take place. God
promisesthat, when these people humble
themselves and repent, He will make His
Spirit availableto them. No longer will
they be rebellious and disobedient to
their Maker. Led by that Spirit, they will
willingly follow God, obeying Hislaws.

An Israel reunited

Asend-time prophecies about Israel
unfold, these people will cometo under-
stand God and His expectations of them
inaway they have never known. The
descendants of thelost 10 tribes of the
northern kingdom will discover they are
not gentiles, as so many mistakenly
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believe. Ashumbled people, they will
turn from their evil ways and seek the
true knowledge of God. The house of
Israel and the house of Judah will unite
again as one nation under Christ.

The prophecies of Ezekiel point to
the dramatic reunion of those of “lost
Israel” with their brothers from Judah.
“Asfor you, son of man, takeastick for
yoursdlf and write oniit: ‘ For Judah and
for the children of Isradl, his compan-
ions” Then take another stick and write
onit, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim,
andfor al the house of Isragl, hiscom-
panions’ Then join them one to another
for yourself into one stick, and they will
becomeoneinyour hand.. ..

“Then say to them, ‘ Thus saysthe
Lord Gop: “Surely | will takethe chil-
dren of Israel from among the nations,
wherever they have gone, and will gather
them from every side and bring them
into their own land; and | will makethem
onenationintheland. . . They shdl no
longer be two nations, nor shall they ever
be divided into two kingdoms again™’”
(Ezekid 37:16-17, 21-22).

Thisunified nation will be comprised
of both the Jewish people—the descen-
dants of the ancient kingdom of Judah—
and the descendants of the other 10 tribes.

After theend-time period of “ Jacob’s
trouble” which will be God'sjust and
necessary correction of modern Israd,
arepentant remnant will survive. Those
of the so-called logt tribes of the northern
kingdom, including the British and
American people, will have repented of
bresking the laws of the covenant, includ-
ing God's Sabbath and Holy Days. The
Jews of the southern kingdom will have
acknowledged Jesus asthetrue Messiah.

Finaly, modern descendants of both
kingdoms, for thefirst timein almost
3,000 years, will reunite as one nation.

God makes another astounding
promise: “ David My servant shall be
king over them, and they shall al have
one shepherd; they shdl dsowalk in My
judgments and observe My statutes, and
do them. Then they shdl dwell inthe
land that | have given to Jacob My ser-
vant, where your fathers dwelt; and they
shall dwell there, they, their children, and
their children’s children, forever; and My
servant David shall betheir princefor-
ever. Moreover | will make a covenant
of peacewith them, and it shall bean
everlasting covenant with them; I will
establish them and multiply them, and



| will set My sanctuary intheir midst
forevermore” (verses 24-26).

At Jesus return, God will resurrect
King David, whom He called “aman
after My own heart” (Acts13:22), to
reign over the reunited kingdom. Along
with many other faithful servants of
God, hewill be resurrected to eternd life
(1 Thessdonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians
15:52). Also, as Jesus promised, the
12 apostieswill rule over theindividua
tribes (Matthew 19:28; L uke 22:30).

Now let's consder theinternational
roletherestored, reunited Israel of the
futurewill fulfill in God'splan. Let's
see how the descendants of Jacob will
become ablessing for “al the families
of theearth” (Genesis12:3).

Israel’s future glory

Of the formation of thisreunited
nation God says. “. . . | will gather the
remnant of My flock out of al countries
where | have driven them, and bring them
back to their folds; and they shall befruit-
ful and increase. | will set up shepherds
over them who will feed them; and they
shdll fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor
shall they belacking.

“Behold, the days are coming that |
will raiseto David a Branch of righteous-
ness; aKing shal reign and prosper,
and execute judgment and righteousness
in the earth. In His days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will dwell safely; now
thisisHisname by which He will be
called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS'
(Jeremiah 23:3-6). Thissupremeruler is
Jesus Chrigt.

Under Jesus the resurrected saints—
those former human beings who were
part of the body of believers comprising
Histrue Church—uwill faithfully serve
asteachers of the citizens of restored
Israel (compare Isaiah 30:19-21 with
Revelation 1:6; 5:10; 20:4, 6).

Whenthelsradlitesturnto God in
repentance and obedience, God will again
shower physical blessngson them. Their
land will become abundantly productive.

Describing thisfuture prosperity
Amoswrote: “‘Behold, the daysare
coming, saysthe Lorp, ‘When the plow-
man shdl overtake the regper, and the
treader of grapes him who sows seed;
the mountains shdl drip with sweet wine,
and al thehillsshdl flow withit. | will
bring back the captives of My people
Israel; they shall build the waste cities
and inhabit them; they shall plant vine-
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yardsand drink wine from them; they

shall also make gardensand egt fruit from

them. | will plant them in their land, and
no longer shall they be pulled up from
theland | have giventhem, saysthe
Lorp your God” (Amos 9:13-15).
Thistimewill also herald unprece-
dented peace. “He [Jesusthe Messiah]
shall judge between many peoples, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; they shall

1 tremble for my
country when

I reflect that God
is just; that His
justice cannot
sleep forever.”

“God who gave us life gave us
liberty. And can the liberties of a
nation be secure when we have
removed their only firm basis, a
conviction in the minds of people
that these liberties are of the gift
of God?. .. Indeed, | tremble for
my country when | reflect that
God is just; that His justice cannot
sleep forever."—Thomas Jeffer-
son, U.S. President 1801-1809.

best their swordsinto plowshares, and
their spearsinto pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
But everyone shdl sit under hisvineand
under hisfig tree, and no one shal make
them afraid; for the mouth of the Lorp
of hosts has spoken” (Micah 4:3-4).

The prophetsaso reved thiswill bea
timeof healing. Those who are lame will
walk. Thosewith disease will be hedled
(Isaiah 35:5-6).

Asother nations see | sradl’s prosperity
and relationship with God, they will
inquire how they, too, can be blessed.

They will soon learn that Isragl’s prosper-
ity comes because of its obedienceto
God. Then the gentile nationswill seek
to learn about the God of Isradl. “. . . ‘In
those days 10 men from every language
of the nations shall grasp thedeeveof a
Jewish man, saying, “Let usgo with you,
for we have heard that God iswith
you™"" (Zechariah 8:23).

Thenationswill begintolearn God's
wayswith the help of arestored and obe-
dient Israel. Jerusalem will becomethe
world's center for religious education.
Asthe prophet Micah explained:

“Now it shall cometo passinthe latter
daysthat the mountain of the LorD’s
house shall be established on the top of
the mountains, and shall be exated above
thehills, and peoples shall flow toiit.
Many nations shall come and say, ' Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lorb, to the house of the God of Jacob;
Hewill teach us Hisways, and we shall
walk in Hispaths’ For out of Zion the
law shall go forth, and theword of the
Lorp from Jerusalem” (Micah 4:1-2).

Findly, Israel will et last really bethe
world’'smodel nation, exemplifying the
blessingsand way of life other nations
will gtriveto emulate. God will teach the
truth of His Sabbath—the sacred timeto
draw closeto God on aweekly basis—to
al people (Isaiah 66:23).

God'sHoly Days—which outline His
plan of savation—will aso be animpor-
tant part of the worship of Godinthis
future age. God even tells usthat repre-
sentatives of surrounding nationswill
come each year to Jerusalem to worship
Him during the grest fall feast.

“And it shall cometo passthat every-
onewhoisleft of al the nationswhich
came againg Jerusalem shall go up from
year to year to worship the King, the
Lorp of hosts, and to keep the Feast
of Tabernacles. And it shdl be that
whichever of the families of the earth do
not come up to Jerusalem to worship the
King, the Lorp of hosts, on them there
will benorain” (Zechariah 14:16-17).

Theglory of therestored Isragl will
shinefar grester than |srad’sgolden age
under Solomon or that of any other nation
or kingdom theworld has ever seen. It will
al comeabout because Chrigt will bethe
Head of the nation. Through its Crestor
Isradl will gain “fameand praiseamong
al the peoplesof the earth” (Zephaniah
3:20). Israd will findly becomethe
example God intended her to be.
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God has not forgotten—nor will He
ever forget—Hispromisesto Abraham,
Issac and Jacob. The pages of history and
propheciesyet to befulfilled show God
remaining trueto every detail of Hisword.

Your part in God's plan

Now we cometo the most important
question you will ponder: What will hap-
pen to you as these prophecies unfold?

We have covered much of the history
of Isradl in thisbook. We have seen how
these peoplewere divided into two nations,
how they turned away from their God and
went into captivity. We have examined bib-

lica propheciesand historical evidencethat

point to Britain, the United States and the
other British-descended peoples asthe
modern descendants of Joseph, thefather
of thelsradlitetribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh. We have reviewed the prophe-
ciesthat reved what will happen tothese
peoplesbefore and after Jesus return.
Every nation on earth will be affected by
their fall and restoration.

You have achoice. You can dismiss
thisknowledgeif you want. No one can
forceyou to accept it. The story isso
incredible that many people smply

refuseto believeit. They chooseto reason

their way around it. But the stakes are
high. Either God istrueto His promises,
or Heign't. If Heis, every promiseand
prediction He has made will cometo
pass—good and bad dike.

In deciding which course you will
take, remember what God told the
ancient |sradlites after He explained the
terms of the relationship they would have

with Him: “I call heaven and earth aswit-
nessestoday againgt you, that | have set
before you life and death, blessing and
cursing; therefore choose life, that both
you and your descendants may live; that
you may lovethe Lorb your God, that
you may obey Hisvoice, and that you
may cling to Him, for Heisyour life. . ”
(Deuteronomy 30:19-20).

God adso tellsus He “now commands

all men everywhere to repent, because
He has appointed aday on which He
will judgetheworld. . ” (Acts17:30-
31). Hiswarning applies equally to
Israelites and non-Israelites dike. Yet,

He promises protection from the coming

storm to agroup of those who do turn to
Himin true repentance (Revelation
3:10; 12:13-17).

Jesussimilarly tellsus: “Beawayson
the watch, and pray that you may be able
to escagpe dl that isabout to happen, and
that you may be able to stand before the
Son of Man” (Luke 21:36, NIV).

God does not leave usin the dark.
Herevedsto uswhat lies ahead for the
United States, Britain and the British-
descended peoples and for the rest of
theworld. Asthe Scriptures say: “ Surely
the Lord Gop does nothing, unlessHe
revedsHis secret to His servantsthe
prophets’ (Amos 3:7).

Theauthorsand publishers of this

book, in serviceto the Creator of all races

and peoples, have shown what the future

holdsfor many nations and people unless

they repent (Jeremiah 18:7-8). Likethe
prophet Ezekiel, who was given the task
of being a“watchman for the house of

lsrad” (Ezekid 3:17-19; 33:1-7), we
likewise urge you to accept and follow
God'singtructions so you may aso be
blessed and protected by Him.

Your future depends upon your deci-

sion. May you havethewisdom and
character to choose wisdly.
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